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REWILD Our Planet
We’re losing nature at an unprecedented rate. Nature is
vital to our very existence and our future. Our homes,
our health, the food we eat, the air we breathe, the
water we drink — our lives and all the things we care
about — simply can’t exist in a world without nature.
This exhibition highlights the most pressing challenges
facing nature today and shows you how we can work
together to build a better future for our planet.
REWILD Our Planet puts you at the heart of the natural
world and shows you how to play an active role in
conservation.

Remember Singapore: 
Campaigning through the Years

In the seventies and eighties, Singapore launched over
200 campaigns to move a young and growing nation to
achieve certain political, social or commercial
objectives.
Many of these campaigns had positive long-lasting
effects, such as the iconic National Courtesy
Campaign. Others had less desirable outcomes, like
the “Stop At Two” population control campaign.
In this exhibition, let the various campaigns take you
through Singapore’s history and gain critical insights
into the planning and reasoning behind our historical
movements.

Wonderland
Fall down the rabbit hole into Wonderland, a playful
and interactive exhibition for all ages, celebrating the
timeless tale of Alice's adventures.
This one-of-a-kind exhibition follows Alice's journey
through popular culture and an enchanted world. Using
theatrical sets, bold, interactive environments, over 300
eye-catching movie props and amazing audio-visual
artworks, Wonderland spectacularly conjures up the
surprising and magical world of Alice and her
adventures!
Die-hard fans of Alice will particularly enjoy character
designs, set drawings and film clips from the 1930s to
the 1980s.
Enter this exhibition through the looking glass with your
friends to create fun and unique learning experiences
involving an integration of art, drama and technology.
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Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about modern inventions. The first 
and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each 
line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided. 
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence. 

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2 pm. ………at…......

My mother always wears sensible clothes. …………........

History has taught us that humans are the most curious and smartest

living organism on the planet and as a result of this we invent new 1 …………........

things. Despite the fact that we have hardly spent fifteen years in the 2 …………........

new millennium, our century was already full of great and not-so-great 3 …………........

inventions which remind us that no matter how advancing society might 4 …………........

be, human curiosity never fail to seek out new advancements and 5 …………........

technologies. For example, scientists have created a bio-artificial liver 6 …………........

device who gives hope to all those suffering from acute liver failure. In 7 …………........

comparing, a Dutch artist has been making indoor clouds since 2010. 8 …………........

They only last for the moment and will definitely help anyone who is 9 …………........

trying to impress others on surrealistic photos, but one wonders what 10 …………........

other use or contribution to society this bizarre invention could have.

Adapted from https://list25.com/25-spectacular-inventions-of-the-21st-century/
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.

Question 2

You should look at the printout of a webpage in the Insert, study the information
carefully and plan your answer before beginning to write.

Your school is planning post-examination activities for students. Three exhibitions 
happening at the National Museum of Singapore have been shortlisted. The Year 
Head has requested for students who would like to express their preferences to write 
an email to explain their views. 

Write the email to the Year Head to explain your views. In it you should explain:

which exhibition you would like your class to attend and why
two ways in which this exhibition would benefit you and your class
why the school should organise more of such learning journeys.

You may add any other details you think will be helpful.

Write your email to the Year Head in clear, accurate English. Your tone should be 
polite and persuasive, showing your enthusiasm to attend one of the exhibitions.

You should use your own words as much as possible.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following 
topics.

Questions 3 – 6

3 ‘A good neighbour is more valuable than a relative who lives far away.’ Write 
about a time when you found this to be true, and explain your views.

4 What kind of technology user are you? Describe the ways in which technology 
has supported or hindered you in your daily life.

5 Some people value individual accolades; others prefer team achievement. Which 
do you prefer and why?

6 Write about a time when you forgot something of extreme importance.

Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here: ……… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Section A
Text 1

Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the Answer Booklet.

Adapted from https://www.makeawish.org.sg/en/

Little Violette was diagnosed with neuroblastoma at the tender age of 2. 
This type of cancer affects one’s nerve tissue and it was an extremely 
trying time for her and her family. During her treatment, Violette sought 
solace from Disney’s Princess Sofia, so when asked to make a wish, it was 
no surprise that her wish was to meet Princess Sofia.  

Make-A-Wish brought Violette and her family on a trip to fulfil her wish. 
The whole experience brought Violette’s family closer together and 
everyone was in awe of Violette’s bravery, stamina and zest for life. It was 
a life-changing experience for Violette, imbuing her with newfound 
courage to continue fighting her illness.  

Make-A-Wish wants to extend such experiences to more children and you 
can help make a difference to their lives.  

ACT NOW WITH A ONE-OFF DONATION 

You can make their wishes come true 

This April, join us each #WishWednesday as we help 
celebrate the hundreds of thousands of life-changing 
wishes that have been granted and the thousands still to 
come. Because for children battling a critical illness, a wish 
is not just a dream. A wish-come-true can be a turning 
point that allows children with critical illnesses to focus on 
the possibilities of tomorrow and not the challenges of 
today. Let’s show the world what Make-A-Wish children, 
families, and our communities already know: Where 
there’s a wish, there’s a way. 

Zahaan 
Wish 
granted 
2018 

Violette 
Wish 
granted 
2019 
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Section B

Text 2

The text below is about a battle site in Vietnam. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 5 – 15 in the Answer Booklet.

1 Travelling along the banks of the Ya Crong Poco river, on the northern flank 
of the B3 battlefield in the Central Highlands, the Missing In Action (MIA) 
Remains-Gathering Team awaits the dry season of 1975. Not until after dusk 
does the MIA truck finally reach the Jungle of Screaming Souls, where they 
park beside a wide creek clogged with rotting branches. The driver stays in 
the cab and goes straight to sleep. Kien climbs wearily into the rear of the 
truck to sleep alone in a hammock strung high from cab to tailgate. At 
midnight the rains start again, this time a smooth drizzle, falling silently. The 
old tarpaulin covering the truck is torn, full of holes, letting the water drip, drip, 
drip through onto the plastic sheets covering the remains of soldiers laid out 
in rows below Kien’s hammock.

5

10

2 The humid atmosphere condenses, its long moist, chilly fingers sliding in and 
around the hammock where Kien lies shivering, half-awake, half-asleep, as 
though drifting along on a stream. He is floating, sadly, endlessly, sometimes 
as if on a truck driving silently, robot-like, somnambulantly through the lonely 
jungle tracks. Next to the truck, the stream moans, a desperate complaint 
mixing with distant faint jungle sounds, like an echo from another world. The 
eerie sounds come from somewhere in a remote past, arriving softly like 
featherweight leaves falling on the grass of times long, long ago.

15

3 Kien knows the area well. It was here, at the end of the dry season of 1969, 
that his 27th Battalion was surrounded and almost totally wiped out. Ten men 
survived from the Lost Battalion after fierce, horrible, barbarous fighting.

20

4 That was the dry season when the sun burned harshly, the wind blew 
fiercely, and the enemy sent napalm spraying through the jungle and a sea of 
fire enveloped them, spreading like the fires of hell. Troops in the fragmented 
companies tried to regroup, only to be blown out of their shelters again as 
they went mad, became disoriented, and threw themselves into nets of 
bullets, dying in the flaming inferno. Above them the helicopters flew at 
treetop height and shot them almost one by one, the blood spreading out, 
spraying from their backs, flowing like red mud.

The diamond-shaped grass clearing was piled high with bodies killed by 
helicopter gunships. Broken bodies, bodies blown apart, bodies vaporized.

No jungle grew again in this clearing. No grass. No plants.

25

30

5 “Better to die than surrender, my brothers! Better to die!” the battalion 
commander yelled insanely; waving his pistol in front of Kien he blew his own 
brains out through his ear. Kien released a silent scream at the sight, while all 
around him, the Americans attacked with submachine guns, sending bullets 
buzzing like deadly bees. Then Kien lowered his machine gun, grasped his 

35
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side, and fell, rolling slowly down the bank of a shallow stream, hot blood 
trailing down the slope after him. 40

6 In the days that followed, crows and eagles darkened the sky. After the 
Americans withdrew, the rainy season came, flooding the jungle floor, turning 
the battlefield into a marsh whose surface water turned rust-coloured from 
the blood. Bloated human corpses, floating alongside the bodies of 
incinerated jungle animals, mixed with branches and trunks cut down by 
artillery, all drifting in a stinking marsh. When the flood receded 
everything dried in the heat of the sun into thick mud and stinking rotting 
meat. And down the bank and along the stream Kien dragged himself, 
bleeding from the mouth and from his body wound. The blood was cold and 
sticky, like blood from a corpse. Snakes and centipedes crawled over him, 
and he felt death’s hand on him. After that battle no one mentioned the 27th 
Battalion any more, though numerous souls of ghosts and devils were born in 
that deadly defeat. They were still loose, wandering in every corner and bush 
in the jungle, drifting along the stream, refusing to depart for the Other World.

45

50

7 From then on it was called the Jungle of Screaming Souls. Just hearing the 
name whispered was enough to send chills down the spine. Perhaps the 
screaming souls gathered together on special festival days as members of 
the Lost Battalion, lining up in the little diamond-shaped clearing, checking 
their ranks and numbers. The sobbing whispers were heard deep in the 
jungle at night, the howls carried on the wind. Perhaps they really were the 
voices of the wandering souls of dead soldiers.

55

60

8 Here, when it is dark, trees and plants moan in awful harmony. When the 
ghostly music begins it unhinges the soul and the entire wood looks the same 
no matter where you are standing. Not a place for the timid. Living here one 
could go mad or be frightened to death. Which was why in the rainy season 
of 1974, when the regiment was sent back to this area, Kien and his scout 
squad established an altar and prayed before it in secret, honouring and 
recalling the wandering souls from the 27th Battalion still in the Jungle of 
Screaming Souls.

Sparkling incense sticks glowed night and day at the altar from that day 
forward.

65

70

Adapted from ‘The Sorrow of War’ by Bao Ninh
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Section C

Text 3

The text below is about rats. Read it carefully and answer Questions 16 – 22 in the
Answer Booklet. 

1 A rat is a rodent, the most common mammal in the world. Rattus norvegicus
is one of the approximately four hundred different kinds of rodents, and it is 
known by many names, each of which describes a trait or sometimes a 
habitat: the migratory rat, the house rat, the sewer rat, the alley rat, the 
common rat, the brown rat… . The average brown rat is large and stocky; it 
grows to be approximately sixteen inches long from its nose to its tail — the 
size of a large adult human male’s foot — and weighs about a pound.

5

2 Rats are nocturnal and though they forage in darkness, the brown rat has 
poor eyesight. It makes up for this with an excellent sense of smell and taste, 
detecting the most minute amounts of poison, down to one part per million. 
The brown rat’s teeth are yellow, the front two incisors being especially long 
and sharp, like buckteeth. When the brown rat gnaws, its front two teeth 
spread apart and a flap of skin plugs the space behind its incisors. Hence, 
when the rat gnaws on indigestible materials — concrete or steel, for 
example — the shavings don’t go down the rat’s throat and kill it. These 
incisors grow at a rate of five inches per year. In terms of hardness, the 
brown rat’s teeth are on par with steel. With the alligator-like structure of their 
jaws, rats can exert a biting pressure of up to seven thousand pounds per 
square inch.

10

15

3 Rats seem to be attracted to wires — to utility wires, computer wires, wires in 
vehicles, in addition to gas and water pipes. One rat expert theorises that 
wires may be attractive to rats because of their resemblance to vines and the 
stalks of plants; cables are the vines of the city. By one estimate, 26 percent 
of all electric-cable breaks and 12 percent of all phone-cable disruptions are 
caused by rats. According to one study, as many as 25 percent of all fires of 
unknown origin are rat-caused. Sitting in a nest of tattered rags and 
newspapers, in the floorboards of an old tenement, a rat gnaws the head of a 
match — the lightning in the city forest.

20

25

4 When it is not gnawing or feeding on trash, the brown rat digs. Anywhere 
there is dirt in a city, brown rats are likely to be digging; they dig holes to 
enter buildings and to make nests. Rat nests can be in the floorboards of 
apartments, in the waste-stuffed corners of subway stations, in sewers, or 
beneath old furniture in basements – literally anywhere. “Cluttered and 
unkempt alleyways in cities provide ideal rat habitat, especially those 
alleyways associated with food-serving establishments,” states a pest control 
manual. “Alley rats can forage safely within the shadows created by the 
alleyway, as well as quickly retreat to the safety of cover in these narrow 
channels.” Often, rats burrow under concrete sidewalk slabs. Entrance to a 
typical under-the-sidewalk rat’s nest is gained through a two-inch-wide hole 
— their skeletons collapse and they can squeeze into a hole as small as 
three quarters of an inch wide, the average width of their skull. This tunnel 

30

35

40
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then travels about a foot down to where it widens into a nest or den. The den 
is lined with soft debris, often shredded plastic garbage or shopping bags; 
some rat nests have been found stuffed with the gnawed shavings of the 
wood-based, spring-loaded snap traps that are used in attempts to kill them. 
The back of the den then narrows into a long tunnel that opens up on another 
hole back on the street. This second hole is called a bolt hole; it is an 
emergency exit. A bolt hole is typically covered lightly with dirt or trash —
camouflage. Sometimes there are networks of burrows, which can stretch 
beneath a few concrete squares on a sidewalk, or a number of backyards, or 
even an entire city block — when Rattus norvegicus first came to Selkirk, 
England, in 1776, there were so many burrows that people feared the town 
might sink.

45

50

5 Rats also inhabit subways, as most people in any city with a subway system 
are well aware. Every once in a while, there are reports of rats boarding 
trains, but for the most part rats stay on the tracks. People tend to think that 
the subways are filled with rats, but in fact rats are not everywhere in the 
system; they live in the subways according to the supply of discarded human 
food and sewer leaks. Sometimes, rats use the subway purely for nesting 
purposes; they find ways through the walls of the subway stations leading 
from the tracks to the restaurants and stores on the street — the vibrations of 
subway trains tend to create rat-size cracks and holes. Many subway rats 
tend to live near stations that are themselves near fast-food restaurants. At 
the various subway stations near Herald Square, for example, people come 
down from the streets and throw their unfinished food onto the tracks, along 
with newspapers, soda bottles and, I have noticed, thousands of no longer 
charged AA batteries, waiting to leak acid. The rats eat freely from the waste 
and sit at the side of the little streams of creamy brown sewer water that flows 
between the rails. They sip the water the way rats do, either with their front 
paws or by scooping it up with their incisors.

55

60

65

70

Adapted from ‘Rats’ by Robert Sullivan

---------- End of Insert ----------
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Why is the use of alliteration in the tagline “Where There’s A Wish, There’s A 
Way” effective?

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………………………………........ [1]

2 What effect are the photographs meant to have on the reader?

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

3 Pick a word which summarises the effect that this foundation has on its 
beneficiaries.

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

4 Identify two outcomes of a ‘wish-come-true’ for children with critical illnesses.

(i)

(ii)

…………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………….

[1]

[1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 – 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 15.

5 In Paragraph 1, we are introduced to ‘the Missing In Action (MIA) Remains-
Gathering Team’. In your own words, explain what this tells you about the 
purpose of the team. 

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

6 In Paragraph 1, we are told that ‘The old tarpaulin covering the truck is torn, 
full of holes, letting the water drip, drip, drip through…’ 

What effect does the writer create with the repetition of the word ‘drip’?

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

7 In Paragraph 2, Kien sleeps uneasily. Explain how the language used in this 
paragraph suggests that the environment contributed to Kien’s uneasiness. 

Support your explanations with three details from Paragraph 2.

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [3]

8 Which words or phrases from Paragraph 4 describe the scene of war?

Descriptions of the scene of war Words or phrases from the passage
(i) state of confusion

(ii) engulfed in flames

(iii) relentless ammunition
[3]
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9 ‘No jungle grew again in this clearing. No grass. No plants.’ (line 33)

What is the effect of the use of short sentences here?

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

10 What is unusual and effective about the phrase ‘silent scream’ (line 36)?

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [2]

11 In Paragraph 6, we are told that ‘The blood was cold and sticky, like blood 
from a corpse.’

What does this suggest about Kien’s physical state?

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

12 Why is the ‘Jungle of Screaming Souls’ aptly named?

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

13 (a) What does ‘ghostly music’ (line 63) refer to?

……………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

(b) Explain in your own words the effect that the ‘ghostly music’ can have 
on a person.

……………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

14 Give one reason to explain why Kien and his scout squad established an 
altar.

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]
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15 Complete the flow chart by choosing one phrase from the box that best 
describes the following scenes in the text. There are some extra phrases you 
do not need to use. 

Descriptions

a delightful reunion a sense of gloom

a state of desolation a state of tranquillity

a brutal reality a sinister atmosphere

a familiar place

Scenes in the text

Paragraphs 1 – 2: (i) ……………………………………………

Paragraphs 3 – 5: (ii) ……………………………………………

Paragraph 6 (iii) ……………………………………………

Paragraphs 7 – 8: (iv) ……………………………………………

[4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 16 – 22.

16 How does the writer show that the Rattus norvegicus has many names?

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

17 Here is part of a conversation between two students.

Patty                                                                                              Shermy

(a) From Paragraph 2, identify two physical attributes of rats and explain 
how these attributes support Patty’s view.

(i) ……………………………………………………………………………...

……………………………………………………………………………... [1]

(ii) ……………………………………………………………………………...

……………………………………………………………………………... [1]

(b) With reference to the same paragraph, how would Shermy explain his 
position? 

……………………………………………………………………………............ [1]

18 In Paragraph 2, the rat’s incisors are compared with other items. 

What are these items and what is the property that is being compared with 
each item?

Item Property

(i) …………………………………… ………………………………………….

(ii) …………………………………… ………………………………………….

[2]

It seems that 
rats are 
invincible! 

It does seem that 
way! But rats do 

have a weakness.
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19 (a) In Paragraph 3, the writer says that ‘cables are the vines of the city’. 
What does this expression suggest about the rat’s presence in a city?

……………………………………………………………………………............ [1]

(b) Pick a piece of evidence from the same paragraph which supports your 
answer.

……………………………………………………………………………............ [1]

20 In Paragraph 3, we are told that ‘a rat gnaws the head of a match — the 
lightning in the city forest.’ What is effective about this comparison?

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

21 In Paragraph 4, we are told that ‘some rat nests have been found stuffed with 
the gnawed shavings of the wood-based, spring-loaded snap traps that are 
used in attempts to kill them.’

What does this suggest about rats?

……………………………………………………………………………………......... [1]

22 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the ways in which 
rats have been able to evade human beings, and how human beings have 
ironically supported their existence.

Use only information from Paragraphs 4 and 5.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Rats have evaded human beings by ……………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........
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…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

…………………………………………………………………………………….........

……………………………………………………………… No. of words: [15]

---------- End of Paper ----------
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ASSUMPTION ENGLISH SCHOOL
MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2019 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE (1128/01)

SECONDARY 4 EXPRESS AND 5 NORMAL (ACADEMIC) ANSWER SCHEME

Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about modern inventions. The first 
and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each 
line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided. 
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence. 

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2 pm. ………at…......

My mother always wears sensible clothes. …………........

History has taught us that humans are the most curious and smartest

living organism on the planet and as a result of this we invent new 1 organisms (plural)

things. Despite the fact that we have hardly spent fifteen years in the 2

new millennium, our century was already full of great and not-so-great 3 is (tense)

inventions which remind us that no matter how advancing society might 4 advanced (WF)

be, human curiosity never fail to seek out new advancements and 5 fails (SVA)

technologies. For example, scientists have created a bio-artificial liver 6

device who gives hope to all those suffering from acute liver failure. In 7
which/that
(pronoun)

comparing, a Dutch artist has been making indoor clouds since 2010. 8 comparison (WF)

They only last for the moment and will definitely help anyone who is 9 a (article)

trying to impress others on surrealistic photos, but one wonders what 10 with (preposition)

other use or contribution to society this bizarre invention could have.

Adapted from https://list25.com/25-spectacular-inventions-of-the-21st-century/

---------- End of Answer Scheme ----------
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 Why is the use of alliteration in the tagline “Where There’s A Wish, There’s A 
Way” effective?

Makes the tagline easy to remember. OR
Draws reader’s focus to the words “wish” and “way”, emphasising the 
main message of helping children fulfil their wishes. OR
The ‘w’ sound creates a hopeful mood for children and their families 
waiting to have their wishes fulfilled. [1]

2 What effect are the photographs meant to have on the reader?

Encourage the reader to help more children fulfil their wishes. OR
Evoke sympathy from the reader so that the reader will help more 
children fulfil their wishes. [1]

3 Pick a word which summarises the effect that this foundation has on its 
beneficiaries.

The word is “life-changing”. [1]

4 Identify two outcomes of a ‘wish-come-true’ for children with critical 
illnesses.

(i) It allows them to focus on the possibilities of tomorrow (and not
the challenges of today). [1]

(ii) It imbues them with newfound courage to continue fighting their
illness. [1]

the readadadadadaderrrrrr???????
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 – 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 16.

5 In Paragraph 1, we are introduced to ‘the Missing In Action (MIA) Remains-
Gathering Team’. In your own words, explain what this tells you about the 
purpose of the team. 

The team’s purpose is to gather the dead bodies of soldiers (from the 
war). [1]

6 In Paragraph 1, we are told that ‘The old tarpaulin covering the truck is torn, 
full of holes, letting the water drip, drip, drip through…’ 

What effect does the writer create with the repetition of the word ‘drip’?

He shows how the rain water drips non-stop on the plastic sheets. OR
He creates the image and sound effect of the rain water dripping on the 
plastic sheets. [1]

7 In Paragraph 2, Kien sleeps uneasily. Explain how the language used in this 
paragraph suggests that the environment contributed to Kien’s uneasiness. 

Support your explanations with three details from Paragraph 2.

“long moist, chill fingers sliding in and around the hammock” suggests 
that the humidity seemed to creep around/ reach out and grab Kien. 

“the stream moans, (a desperate complaint)” suggests that the stream 
produced noise which seemed to be grumbling/protesting/groaning 
which would create a negative atmosphere/ disturb Kien’s sleep.

“eerie sounds” suggests that the sounds surrounding Kien were 
frightening.

[1]

[1]

[1]

8 Which words or phrases from Paragraph 4 describe the scene of war?

Descriptions of the scene of war Words or phrases from the passage
(i) state of confusion (became) disoriented

(ii) engulfed in flames a sea of fire enveloped them

(iii) relentless ammunition nets of bullets
[3]

n of theeeeee wowowowowowordrdrdrrrr  ‘d
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9 ‘No jungle grew again in this clearing. No grass. No plants.’ (line 33)

What is the effect of the use of short sentences here?

It emphasises how nothing could grow in the clearing. [1]

10 What is unusual and effective about the phrase ‘silent scream’ (line 36)?

It is unusual as silent means having no sound while scream refers to a 
loud/piercing cry, thus contradicting each other.

It is effective as it describes/emphasises Kien’s horror at the sight of his 
commander blowing his own brains out, such that no sound came out 
from his scream.

[1]

[1]

11 In Paragraph 6, we are told that ‘The blood was cold and sticky, like blood 
from a corpse.’

What does this suggest about Kien’s physical state?

He was seriously injured/ almost dead/ on the verge of dying. [1]

12 Why is the ‘Jungle of Screaming Souls’ aptly named?

So many soldiers died in the battle and it is said their souls wander the 
jungle. OR
The sounds of the jungle seem like the voices of the wandering souls of 
dead soldiers. [1]

13 (a) What does ‘ghostly music’ (line 63) refer to?

It refers to the trees and plants moaning in awful harmony. [1]

(b) Explain in your own words the effect that the ‘ghostly music’ can have
on a person.

It can make a person feel uneasy / disturbed. [1]

14 Give one reason to explain why Kien and his scout squad established an 
altar.

To honour and recall the wandering souls from the 27th Battalion. OR
To pray for their own safety from the ghosts in the jungle. [1]
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15 Complete the flow chart by choosing one phrase from the box that best 
describes the following scenes in the text. There are some extra phrases you 
do not need to use. 

Descriptions

a delightful reunion a sense of gloom

a state of desolation a state of tranquillity

a brutal reality a sinister atmosphere

a familiar place

Scenes in the text

Paragraphs 1 – 2: (i) a sense of gloom

Paragraphs 3 – 5: (ii) a brutal reality

Paragraph 6 (iii) a state of desolation

Paragraphs 7 – 8: (iv) a sinister atmosphere

[4]

se of gloomomomomomom
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 16 – 22.  

16 How does the writer show that the Rattus norvegicus has many names?

The writer uses ‘…’ to show that the list of rat names can go on OR 
The writer lists many rat names. [1]

17 Here is part of a conversation between two students.

Patty     Shermy

(a) From Paragraph 2, identify two physical attributes of rats and explain
how these attributes support Patty’s view.

(i) Rats have an excellent sense of smell and taste which allow
them to detect the most minute of poison. [1]

(ii) The flap of skin between their incisors prevents indigestible
materials from going down the rat’s throat. [1]

(b) With reference to the same paragraph, how would Shermy explain his
position? 

Rats have poor eyesight (despite being nocturnal animals). [1]

18 In Paragraph 2, the rat’s incisors are compared with other items. 

What are these items and what is the property that is being compared with 
each item?

Item Property

(i) Steel Hardness

(ii) Alligator’s jaws / jaws Biting pressure

[2]

It seems that 
rats are 
invincible! 

It does seem that 
way! But rats do 

have a weakness.

She
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19 (a) In Paragraph 3, the writer says that ‘cables are the vines of the city’. 
What does this expression suggest about the rat’s presence in a city?

It suggests that rats are everywhere since cables can be found all 
over a city. [1]

(b) Pick a piece of evidence from the same paragraph which supports your
answer.

26 percent of all electric-cable breaks are caused by rats. OR
As many as 25 percent of all fires of unknown-origin are caused by
rats. [1]

20 In Paragraph 3, we are told that ‘a rat gnaws the head of a match — the 
lightning in the city forest.’ What is effective about this comparison?

It shows how quickly/ easily a rat (gnawing the head of a match) can 
start a fire. [1]

21 In Paragraph 4, we are told that ‘some rat nests have been found stuffed with 
the gnawed shavings of the wood-based, spring-loaded snap traps that are 
used in attempts to kill them.’

What does this suggest about rats?

They are cunning/ sly/ too clever to be caught. [1]

22 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the ways in which 
rats have been able to evade human beings, and how human beings have 
ironically supported their existence. 

Use only information from Paragraphs 4 and 5. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Rats have evaded human beings by …

No. Lifted from the passage Rephrased
Ways in which rats have evaded human beings
1 They dig holes to enter buildings and to 

make nests.
digging holes to enter 
buildings and making nests

2 Rat nests can be … literally anywhere. which can actually be 
anywhere.

3 Alley rats can forage safely within the 
shadows created by the alleyway,

Rats can forage safely 
within the darkness of the 
alleyway 
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4 as well as quickly retreat to the safety of 
cover in these narrow channels.

and quickly retreat to the 
darkness if necessary.

5 Their skeletons collapse and they can 
squeeze into a hole as small as three 
quarters of an inch wide.

Rats skeletons can 
collapse, allowing them to 
squeeze into small holes.

6 The back of the den then narrows into a 
long tunnel that opens up on another 
hole back on the street. This second 
hole is called a bolt hole; it is an 
emergency exit.

In their dens, rats have bolt 
holes for emergency use,

7 A bolt hole is typically covered lightly 
with dirt or trash – camouflage. 

and these are camouflaged 
with dirt or trash.

8 Sometimes there are networks of 
burrows, which can stretch … even an 
entire city block.

Rats create networks of 
burrows making them 
harder to catch.

How human beings support their existence
9 Cluttered and unkempt alleyways in 

cities provide ideal rat habitat, 
especially those alleyways associated 
with food-serving establishments./ Many 
subway rats tend to live near stations 
that are themselves near fast-food 
restaurants.

Human beings support their 
existence with cluttered 
alleyways in cities, which 
are perfect habitats for rats. 

10 They live in the subways according to 
the supply of discarded human food and 
sewer leaks./ People come down from 
the streets and throw their unfinished 
food onto the tracks… The rats eat 
freely from the waste.

Rats often survive on 
discarded human food.

Rats have evaded human beings by digging holes to enter buildings and 
making nests which can actually be anywhere. Rats can forage safely 
within the darkness of the alleyway and quickly retreat to the darkness if 
necessary. Rats skeletons can collapse, allowing them to squeeze into 
small holes. In their dens, rats have bolt holes for emergency use, and 
these are camouflaged with dirt or trash. Rats create networks of 
burrows making them harder to catch. Human beings support their 
existence with cluttered alleyways in cities, which are perfect habitats 
for rats. Rats often survive on discarded human food.

(93 words for 10 points)

[15]

---------- End of Answer Scheme ----------
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Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the food we eat. The first and last lines
are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two more
lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived    to   my destination at 2pm.                                        ……..at….….

    
My mother always wears sensible clothes.                                                    …….. ….…..

For most people across the world, life is getting better but diets are getting 

worse. This is the bittersweet dilemma of eating this days. Unhealthy food, 

ate in a hurry, seems to be the price we pay for living in liberated modern 

societies. Our free and comfortable lifestyles are undermine by the fact that 

our food is killing us, not through lack of it but through its abundance – the

hollow kind of abundance. What we eat now is a great cause of disease and 

death in the world than either tobacco or alcohol. In 2015, 12 million deaths 

could be attributed with “dietary risks” such as diets low in vegetables, nuts 

and seafood or diets high in processed meats and sugary drinks. This is 

paradoxical and sad, however good food used to be the test by which we 

judge the quality of life. Hence it should be logically impossible to have a good 

life without good food. 

1 ......................

2 ......................

3 ......................

4 ......................

5 ......................

6 ......................

7 ......................

8 ......................

9 ......................

10 ....................

Adapted from https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/mar/16/snack-attacks-the-toxic-truth-about-the-way-
we-eat

Create Memorable Experiences!
Whether the activity is cultural, sporty or adventurous, the choice is yours! Submit

your class proposals to your Year Head for approval
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ArtScience Museum

Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland
books come alive in this interactive
exhibition 'Wonderland'.
Visitors can expect props, theatrical sets
and audiovisual artwork.
At the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, visitors
can participate in an “audiovisual feast”
as the room transforms in real time.
Each visitor will choose one of four
characters to uncover unique stories.

Bounce Trampoline Park

Trampolining is a low-impact activity
that simultaneously improves co-
ordination and boosts cardio fitness.
A fun and challenging activity for
participants of any skill level.
The programme ensures maximum
group and individual participation.
The team of highly-skilled instructors
will ensure safety

Forest Adventure

Participants will discover the thrill of
height and the joy of physical outdoor
activity.
Activities ensure personal
achievement
All challenges end with a giant zip line
to bring participants back to ground.
The facility is right on the edge of the
beautiful Bedok Reservoir.

https://www.bukitmerahsec.com

https://www.bukitmerahsec.com
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Section B [30 marks] 

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.

Question 2
You should look at the printout of a webpage in the Insert, study the information carefully and plan 
your answer before beginning to write.

Your Upper Secondary Year Head is offering the graduating classes an incentive activity during the 
June holidays. The activity is meant as a reward for all the hard work the cohort has put in so far, 
and as a form of motivation before the national exams. The three possible activities have been 
posted on the school website and each class will get to select the activity they like best. As Class 
Chairperson, your form teacher has asked you to submit your class proposal to the Year Head.

In your proposal you should explain:

which activity your class likes best 
why the activity suits the needs of your class 
how you intend to organise the trip
how the trip would be a good reward and motivation for the class.

You may add any other details you think will be helpful.

Write your proposal in clear, accurate English. Your tone should be persuasive, enthusiastic to 
convince your Year Head that the needs of your class have been considered.

You should use your own words as much as possible.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics.

Questions 3 - 6

3 Describe the neighbourhood you live in. What are some things in your neighbourhood 
you will miss greatly if you have to move away?

4 'The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future'. How has 
this been true based on your experiences?

5 Young people are becoming more impatient these days. Do you agree?

6 Globalisation has seen more people working abroad for short periods of time. What are 
some advantages and disadvantages of working abroad?

Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here: ……….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Section A
Text 1

Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1-4 in the Question Booklet.

 
 

 

Register today for your *FREE Visitor Pass and Early Bird Discounts! 

*Limited to 1 free Visitor Pass per company                                         Click Here to Register NOW!

AS FEATURED IN:

 
 

Adapted from https://techsposingapore.sg/

Where Business, Technology and Innovation Collide in Singapore!
TECHSPO SINGAPORE 2019 is a 2-day large scale technology exhibition taking place from September 18 to 
19 2019 at the luxurious Marina Bay Sands Expo and Conference Centre in Singapore. It brings together, 
technology designers, providers and innovators looking to set the pace in our advanced world of technology.

Exhibition Booths

Check out our exhibition booths
which showcase a myriad of next-
generation technological
advancements and innovation.
This includes Internet and mobile
technologies. Learn about how
these evolving technologies will
impact your business for greater
growth and be inspired and
amazed by the power of
technology and innovation! Get
ready to soak in the vibrant
atmosphere!

Seize this golden opportunity to enjoy these experiences:

Training Sessions

Discover the best innovations and 
case studies in the Technology
Training Theatre, TECHSPO Hall. 
3 presentation session recordings 
ranging from 30 to 45 minutes will 
be played to kick-start your 
training which will enable you to 
gain more in-depth understanding
of the latest technologies. This is 
where theory and application
come together to make learning 
relevant and meaningful. Get your 
thinking caps ready!

Networkinggg

Interact with fellow technology 
enthusiasts attending the event 
to exchange views and ideas
over Networking Luncheon.
Better yet, download Bizzabo,
our official event networking 
mobile app. Supported on
iPhone and Android, it’s a 
breeze to join the community to 
stay connected with others, be it 
for business or social purposes. 
Experience the power of a 
strong support network!
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Section B

Text 2

The account below describes the writer’s experience of being lost in the Borneo jungle. Read the text 
carefully and answer Questions 5-15 in the Question Booklet.  

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

My destination was a secluded beach at the end of an 18 kilometre path winding through
equatorial rainforest. The plan was to arrive at the beach around sundown, camp out and
return the next morning to catch a rowboat back to the nearest city. I visualised myself
arriving at the beach after a leisurely five or six hours.

However, the gruelling path was uphill, requiring me to clamber all the way and, at times,
crawl on all fours. After two intense and energy sapping hours, a fourth of my 4-litre
water store had been guzzled down but I had only hiked about two kilometres.  The
Borneo jungle loomed all around, more threatening now. When I was wearily resting next
to a waterfall, some Germans passed by. When I told them my naïve plan, they smiled
wryly but, impassively, said nothing.  A few hours later, I was parched but out of water
and starting to panic. I was resolute about continuing, although sweat was pouring out of
me like a garden hose left on to tinkle into the grass. The path got rougher with
everything being sharp, jagged or piercing, shredding my arms and legs.

Soon, the sun was getting lower in the sky, making me ponder on my predicament. If I
turned back, I would be tromping through the deep dark jungle at night, with jealous
monkeys for company, and I would never make it safely. I would step on a snake,
stumble into one of the numerous deep crevices along the path or I would sink and be
overwhelmed in quicksand.  I had to press on, exit the jungle and get onto a pure tropical
beach.

It was envisaging the beach, lovely, open and safe, that kept one foot moving in front of
the other. Inevitably, the sun went down before I was anywhere near my destination.
‘Went down’ is just a euphemism though because, in reality, it plummeted. From the time
it cast its first orange hues until complete darkness required only ten minutes. I pulled out
my headlamp, happy with myself, reckoning that while I demonstratively had little sense
for being in this situation to begin with, I had enough to bring a light.

The jungle at night was terrifying with the sounds of night things that howled from
above and things that chortled from behind trees, long slippery things that squirmed and
danced against your skin and when you pawed at them disappeared into thin air. Feeling
compelled to do something, I darted around, at first making blind plunges in random
directions. I apprehended the danger straight away and, so, attempted to be rational and
figure out a path. However, cane, in every dark direction, was blocking me in: tall, thick
and unassailable.

For some unfathomable reason, I decided to take a picture of myself, wanting to see what
I looked like when petrified. Then I yelled for help, as deafeningly as possible, in the
empty and echoing blackness. Nothing. I wandered aimlessly for another hour in the
black sauna of the night. As I plodded on, one old adage kept popping up in my
head: when you get lost in the wilderness, the thing to do is to head down. If you follow
a downward slope, eventually you will come to a stream or river that flows to the sea.
Follow that enough and you will find people.

Thus, I searched for the nearest downward slope, and let myself start sliding down it, the
weight of my tent-filled backpack propelling me forward. While I was sliding down, loose
gravel and dirt caved under me. I shone my light ahead and, in a flash of approaching
death, noticed that there was no ground. Suddenly, I was on a precipice. About one
metre in front of me was a 30-metre drop, a cliff that led down to an angry sea crashing
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against jagged rocks. In panic, I started to scramble back up, but the backpack, and my
position, made it impossible. I was being edged forward to die.

Adapted from ‘Lost in the Borneo jungle: A survival story’ by Seth Pevey

45
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Section C
Text 3

The text is an article about teak, a tropical hardwood tree species. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 16-21 in the Question Booklet.

1

2

3

4

5

Often nicknamed as “The King of Hardwood”, teak is one of the best wood you can find in 
the world for furniture. It is highly prized for its grains and hue and its resistance to 
cracking, warping, rotting and corrosion when in contact with steel.  Other than its beauty 
and durability, it possesses some natural properties that other woods do not have. 
Unfortunately, natural teak forests are declining worldwide and the quality of naturally 
grown teak wood is deteriorating. 

The tree that teak comes from, Tectona grandis, is native to the tropics, particularly in 
Southeast Asian nations such as Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia and Malaysia. The 
Indonesian government considers teak such a valuable natural resource that it has a 
corporation, PT Perum Perhutani, in place dedicated to managing its official teak 
plantations in Java and Madura. On such plantations in Java, only a predetermined 
number of trees can be felled each year and each tree is replaced with a new one that is 
planted on the plantation. Teak’s reputation made its way out of Asia around the 7th

century, when the Dutch colonized Indonesia. Since then, teak has been used to outfit 
and adorn the residences of the wealthy and powerful.  The strength and durability of 
teak wood is definitely world-renowned. For example, in caves in Western India, even 
objects made from teak more than 2,000 years ago have been found intact. This is  
untreated and uncared-for wood.

There is an abundance of natural oils and rubber locked right into the tight grain of the 
wood to keep back water and keep it from becoming misshapened or breaking. All woods 
contain oils that protect the tree – think of tea tree oil. Teak, however, can retain these 
oils and its rubber even after being felled and processed. Due to this, teak has greater 
naturally weather-resistant properties than just about any other type of wood.  It has been 
used to construct ships for many centuries because it can stand up to elements such as 
rain for many years. When dried to a proper moisture level – around 10 percent of its 
original content – the oils and rubber weatherproof the wood. The oils also protect the 
wood from dry rot, which is a common problem in older wooden furniture. Furthermore, 
the oils and rubber protect the heart of the wood from invaders like fungi and parasites 
that can destroy other woods. 

As the demand for teak increases, “Plantation Teak” has been developed in countries 
such as Indonesia and Costa Rica. In this method, the tropical hardwood tree from which 
teak is obtained is exclusively planted for either commercial or ecological purposes.  Most 
teak comes from countries where native forests are clear-cut, thousands of acres at a 
time. Non-teak "waste trees" are often burnt to further clear the land, which may be used 
for abusive agricultural practices or left vulnerable to erosion. Consequently, plantation 
teak is an improvement over clear-cutting natural forests. It is, however, a long way from 
being sustainable because most plantations comprise no other tree species, just row 
upon row of teak trees. These monocultures do little to provide needed animal habitat. In 
addition, because the trees were planted at the same time, they are harvested at the 
same time.  It is clear-cutting under a different name. Furthermore, plantation teak is 
rapidly grown and harvested, resulting in grains that are further apart and less defined. 
This affects the beauty of the furniture that will be made from the wood. It also results in 
poorer quality wood that is more likely to crack or warp.  The soil in these plantations is 
said to be inferior, causing some teak to be less lustrous and have a lighter colour.

While the teak industry can have environmental impacts, teak planting serves local 
communities as a savings account, as the time until trees reach harvestable dimensions 
is comparatively long.  It can take between 20 and 80 years before a teak tree planted 
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today is harvested for wood.  In the long run, this helps smallholders improve their 
livelihoods and the livelihoods of their children.

Adapted from https://home.howstuffworks.com/home-decor/decorating-styles-techniques/teak-wood-furniture.htm and 
https://greyandsanders.com/blog/post/all-about-teak/
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4.

1 The webpage begins with the tagline ‘Where Business, Technology and Innovation Collide 
in Singapore!’ What does ‘Collide’ suggest about the impact of the event on participants?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………... [1]

2 Refer to the section under ‘Networking’.

(i) How does the photograph support the information presented in this section?

…………………………………………………………………………………..….……

………………………………………………………………………………………..[1]

(ii) Identify a phrase that encourages the reader to be involved in networking.

…………………………………………………………………………………..….……

……………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

3 Who is the target audience of this webpage?

………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

4 How does the webpage persuade its target audience to participate in the event?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………... [1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on page 3-4 of the Insert for Questions 5-15.

5

6

7

(i) Which word in Paragraph 1 suggests that the writer anticipated his trek to be an easy 
one?

……………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

(ii) What does this word suggest about the writer’s assessment of the situation?

……………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

Paragraph 2 describes the challenges faced by the writer.  Explain how the language used 
in the paragraph emphasises how the writer found the experience to be physically 
demanding. Support your answer with three details from the paragraph.

(i) …………………………………………………………………………………..….…

          …………….………………………………………………………...…………….. [1]

(ii) …………………………………………………………………………………………

          …………….………………………………………………….………..………….. [1]

(iii)…………………………………………………………………………………………

          …………….………………………………………………….………..………….. [1]

‘Soon, the sun was getting lower in the sky, making me ponder on my predicament.’ (line 
14).
(i) Explain why the writer had to ponder on his predicament. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………….... [1]

(ii) What was his final decision?

…………………………………………………………………………………..….…

……………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

[Turn over
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8

9

10

11

12

13

“ ‘Went down’ is just a euphemism though because, in reality, it plummeted.” (line 22). 

How is the word ‘plummeted’ used effectively here?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

What tone is the writer conveying in the last sentence of Paragraph 4?

………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

The writer says that he ‘attempted to be rational’ (line 30). 

Which two of his actions show that he was not rational?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

In Paragraph 6, the writer describes taking a photograph of himself. Why do you think his 
action was ‘unfathomable’ (line 33)? 

………………………………………….…………………………………………..…………

…………………………………………………….…………………………..………………

……………………………………………………..……………………………………… [2]

The writer describes the night as ‘the black sauna’ (lines 35-36). What does this suggest
about the environment he was in?

…………………………………………………….…………………………..………………

……………………………………………………..……………………………………… [1]

Explain why it was a bad decision for the writer to slide down the nearest slope.

…………………………………………………….…………………………..………………

……………………………………………………..……………………………………… [1]
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14 From Paragraph 7, identify four elements in nature that threatened the writer’s safety.

…………………………………………………….…………………………..………………

……………………………………………………..……………………………………… [2]

15 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s experience at different stages of the trek. 
Complete the flow chart by choosing one phrase to summarise the main experience at each 
stage. There are some extra phrases in the box that you do not need to use.

Stages of the trek

visualising scenery

blind faith       

considering options

seeking guidance

initial plans

final plans

recognising peril

Flow Chart

Paragraph 1-2

(i) …………………………………………………………….…….

Paragraph 3-4

(ii) …………………………………………………………….…….

Paragraph 5

(iii) …………………………………………………………….…….

Paragraph 6-7

(iv) …………………………………………………………….…….

[4]
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Section C [25 marks]
Text 3

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5-6 of the Insert for Questions 16-21.

16

17

18

Write down the characteristics of teak which lead to its ‘beauty’ (line 3) and ‘durability’ (line 4).

Description Characteristics

Beauty

Durability

                                                                                                                                              [2]

With reference to Paragraph 1, what are the current problems faced by the teak industry?
Answer in your own words.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..….…

……..…………….………………………………………………………...………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……….…………….………………………………………………….………..………….. [2]

The writer says that ‘in caves in Western India, even objects made from teak more than 2,000 
years ago have been found intact’ (lines 16-17).

Why does the writer include the above example?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
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19

20

Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Victor and Lily, who have read the 
article

       Victor                                                                                                    Lily                 

(a) Give two pieces of evidence from Paragraph 4 to support Victor’s view.

(i) …………………………………………………………………………………..….…

          …………….………………………………………………………...…………….. [1]

(ii) …………………………………………………………………………………………

          …………….………………………………………………….………..………….. [1]

(b) With reference to Paragraph 4, how would Lily explain her position?

……………………………………………………………………………….…………

       ……………………………………………………………….…..………………... [1]

Explain fully how teak planting serves the local communities as ‘a savings account’ (lines 45-
46).

………………………………………….…………………………………………..…………

…………………………………………………….…………………………..………………

……………………………………………………..……………………………………… [2]

 

 

However, 
plantation teak is 
not a completely 

sustainable method 
of farming. 

Plantation teak is 
a definite 
improvement from 
clear cutting 
forests.

[Turn over
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21 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the qualities and uses of teak.
Use only the information from Paragraphs 2 and 3

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 80 
words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Teak is a valuable natural resource which ……..…….………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………….……..…. No. of words:                    [15]
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4. 

1 The webpage begins with the tagline ‘Where Business, Technology and Innovation Collide 
in Singapore!’ What does ‘Collide’ suggest about the impact of the event on participants? 

It suggests that it has a significant/ powerful/ strong impact on participants.
[1]

2 Refer to the section under ‘Networking’.

(i) How does the photograph support the information presented in this section?

The photograph shows various participants engaged in/ engrossed in
conversations. This supports the idea that participants can interact with/ 
connect with other like-minded people/ participants during the event. [1]

(ii) Identify a phrase that encourages the reader to be involved in networking.

‘a breeze (to join)’ [1]

Accepted: ‘Experience the power (of a strong support network!)’

Not accepted: ‘the power (of a strong support network!)’

3

4

Who is the target audience of this webpage?

Business owners/ leaders who are interested in using technology to improve 
their operations.[1]

Accepted: 
Employees of companies who are interested in technology. 

How does the webpage persuade its target audience to participate in the event?

Through the use of imperatives ‘seize this golden opportunity’, ‘Register 
today’, ‘Click Here’ to prompt the reader to register for this event.
Through highlighting various mass media platforms that have featured/
promoted this event. [Any 1 for 1m] 

in this sect

s engagegegggg dddddd ininiiii / / eneneneee gros
that partttttticicicicicicipipipipipipanananananantstststststs ccccccan inter

ople/ particcccccipipipipipippanananananantstststststs duriririririringngngngngng tttttthehehehehehee ev

ges the reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeadadadadadadaddadaddddddadddaaa errrrrr ttttttttttttooooo ooooooooooo ooooooooooooooooooooo oooooooooooooooooooo bebebbebebbbbebebebebebebebebbebebbbbebebebebebeebebebebbbbbbbbebbbbbbbeeebbbebbbbebbbbbeebebebbbbeebbbbbbbbeebbbbbbeeebbbbebbb iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinvnvnvnvnvnvnnnvnnnnnvnvnvnvnvnvnnnvnvnnnnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvnvvvvvvvvvvvvolololoolooloololoolooloololooololololololololololololololololollvevevevvvvvveveveeeeevevevveevveveeeeeeeveevvveeevevvveevvvveeevevveveevvevevveeveveeeeveeeeveveveeeeeeeddddddd in nnnetetetetetetwowowowowoworkrkrkrkrkrking.

[1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Text 2

Refer to Text 2 on page 3-4 of the Insert for Questions 5-15. 

5

6 

7 

(i) Which word in Paragraph 1 suggests that the writer anticipated his trek to be an easy
one?

‘leisurely’ [1]

(ii) What does this word suggest about the writer’s assessment of the situation?

He underestimated the challenges involved. [1]

Paragraph 2 describes the challenges faced by the writer.  Explain how the language used 
in the paragraph emphasises how the writer found the experience to be physically 
demanding. Support your answer with two details from the paragraph. 

‘gruelling path (was uphill)’ suggests/ shows/ indicates that the path was an
extremely tiring and demanding one/ an arduous/ strenuous/ taxing/ one.

‘clamber all the way / crawl on all fours’ suggests/ shows/ indicates that the writer
had to move in an awkward and laborious way using both hands and legs.

‘intense and energy sapping hours’ suggests/shows/ indicates that it was an
extremely/ exceptionally/ extraordinarily exhausting time

‘wearily resting’ suggest that the writer was exhausted/ drained/ extremely tired/
fatigued.
[Any 2 for 1m each=2m]

Not accepted:  
‘(was) parched but out of water’ suggests/ shows/ indicates that the writer was
dehydrated but had no more water to drink (related to hot weather)
‘sweat was pouring out of me’ (related to hot weather rather than the trek)
,‘(rougher with) everything being jagged or piercing, shredding my arms and legs’
(dangerous rather than physically demanding)

‘Soon, the sun was getting lower in the sky, making me ponder on my predicament.’ (line 
14).

(i) Explain why the writer had to ponder on his predicament.

As it was getting dark, he had to consider safety issues carefully. [1]

(ii) What was his final decision?

To continue moving towards the beach [1]

[Turn over

ain howowowowowow ttttttheh la
rience tooooo o bbbbbeb pppppphhhhhyhh sic
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8

9 

10

11

12

13

14 

“ ‘Went down’ is just a euphemism though because, in reality, it plummeted.” (line 22). 

How is the word ‘plummeted’ used effectively here?

It emphasises how suddenly/ quickly the sun set.

Not Accepted:
It emphasises how suddenly/ quickly the sky darkened 
(‘plummeted’ is about the sun, not the sky)

What tone is the writer conveying in the last sentence of this paragraph?  
Humorous / self-mocking/ self-deprecating/ He was making fun of himself. [1]

The writer says that he ‘attempted to be rational’ (line 30). 

Which two of his actions show that he was not rational?

He darted around/ made blind plunges in random directions/ plunged in random
directions (Any two, not more than two for 1m)

In Paragraph 6, the writer describes taking a photograph of himself. Why do you think his 
action was ‘unfathomable’ (line 33)?

He should be focusing on getting himself out of danger [1] instead of trying to see
how he looked like when frightened [1]

The writer describes the night as ‘the black sauna’ (lines 35-36). What does this suggest
about the environment he was in?

The expression captures fully how the narrator was experiencing total darkness  
and feeling very hot and sweaty [1].
OR 
The expression captures fully how the night was totally dark and very hot [1].

(Both parts need to be present for 1m)

Explain why it was a bad decision for the writer to slide down the nearest slope.

The weight of his tent-filled backpack would push him downward too quickly.
He was not in control of his descent and thus put himself in greater danger.
He could not see what was ahead.
[Any one for 1m] 

From Paragraph 7, identify four elements in nature that threatened the writer’s safety. 

loose gravel and dirt
precipice/ slope ending abruptly/
30-metre cliff
angry sea

om directctctctctctioioioioioionsnsnsnsnsns////// plplplplplplunged
m)
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jagged rocks
[Any 2 for 1m/ pair. Total 2m]

15 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s experience at different stages of the trek. 
Complete the flow chart by choosing one phrase to summarise the main experience at each 
stage. There are some extra phrases in the box that you do not need to use.

Stages of the trek

visualising scenery

blind faith       

considering options

seeking guidance

initial plans

final plans

recognising peril

Flow Chart

Paragraph 1-2

(i) initial plans

Paragraph 3- 4

(ii) considering options

Paragraph 5

(iii) recognizing peril

Paragraph 6-7

(iv) blind faith

[4]

[Turn over

ns

PPPaPPPPPPPPPPPP ragrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaaaaaaapppppppppppppppppphhhhhhhhhhhhhh 3-3-- 4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

(i(i(i(i(i(i(i(iii(i(i(i(i(iiii(i((ii(iiiii(i(((((((( i)i)i))i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i))i)))i)i)))i))i))))iii)))i cocococococccoccocococococococococccoccoccocococcoccoccocooooooooooooonsnsnnnnnnsnsnsnnnsnnsnnnsnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn idididididididididiididiididididiiididddiddddddddddddddddddddddddddddderererererererererererrrererererrererrrrerrrerrrerrerreererereeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeee ininininininininininininninnininninninnininnnii g opopoppopopopopopoppopppopppoppopopopopopopopopopopopopoppopopoppopopoppopoppopopooopopoopoppooopoopoooppooopopoppoopopoooooppptions

PaPaPPaPaPaPaPPaPPaPPaPaPPPaPPPPPaPaPPPPaPaPPPPaPPaPaaPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP rararararararaaaarararararaaarraraaarraaaaaaaaaaaaaaagrgrggrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrggrgrggrggrggrgggrgggrrgrrrrgrrgrrrrgggggggg aaaaapaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa h 5

(((((((((((((((((((((((iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i)iii recocococococogngngngngngniziziziizizing p
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Section C [25 marks]

Text 3

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5-6 of the Insert for Questions 16-21. 

16

17

18

Identify the characteristics of teak which lead to its ‘beauty’ (line 3) and ‘durability’ (line 4).

Description Characteristics

Beauty Grains and hue [1]

Durability Resistance to cracking, warping, rotting and corrosion 
(when in contact with steel) [1]

[2]

With reference to Paragraph 1, what are current problems faced by the teak industry? Answer 
in your own words. 

The number of teak forests is decreasing / The teak forests are being reduced in size 
[1].  
Natural teak has more inferior traits / characteristics / The standard of teak produced is 
now less superior [1].

The writer says that ‘in caves in Western India, even objects made from teak more than 2,000 
years ago have been found intact’ (lines 16-17). 

Why does the writer include the above example?

To convey his astonishment that teak objects can last so long./ To emphasise the 
durability of teak. [1]

nt problems fafafafafafaacecececececedddddd bybybybybyby theeeeee tttttteaeaeaeaeaeak k k kk k ininininininndudddddd st

decreaeaeeeeeeaeeaeeeaeeeeeaeasingg //////// TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTheheheheheheeeeeeeeheeeeheeehheeheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttteaeaeaeeeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeeeeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeeeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaeaeaaaaeaaaeaeaeaeaeaeaaaaeaaeaeaaeaaeaeaaaeaaeaeaeaeeeaaaaeaeaaaaeeeaaeaaaaaaaeak k kkkkkkkkkkkkk k kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk k foffofofoffoffofffofofofofofofofffffoffofofofofofofofofofofofofofoooooooooorrrerererererererererererererereerrerererereerereerereeereeereeeeststststststssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss s s s s s s arararararareeeee e bebebebebebeininininining reduced

inferiorororororororororrororrororororororororoorooooooooooooooooooooooooo ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttrararararararararararararararararararrrrrarrarrrarararaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaitititittititittttittttttttitttttttttsss ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss / ////////////////// chchchchchchchchchchchchchchcharactetetetteteteteteteteteteteteteteeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeririrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrririir stics / Theeeeee ststststststaaaaana dadadadadadardrdrdrdrdrd of teeeeeeakakakakakak pppppprrrorrrrr duc
[1].

The wrwrriter ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssayaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa s thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhatatatatatttatattatatatataaaaaaa  ‘in ccccccccccccccccccccccccccavavavavavavavavavvavavavaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa es innnnnnnnnnnnnnn WeWeWeWeWeWeWWeWWeWWWWeWWWeWeWeWWWeWeWeWWWeWeWeWWeeeeeeeWeeWeWWeeeWeWeeWeeWeststsssststststststssssssstststststssssststststsssstststsstsstsstttttttttttererrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn InIInInInInIInInInInnInInnInnInInInnnIIIII dididididididididididididididididia,a,a,aa,aa,a,a,a,aa,a,a,a,a,a,aa,aaa,aaaaaaa,aa,aaa,aa,a,,, eeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee en obbjejejejejejectctctctctctssssss made f
ears sssssssssssss agagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagago o ooo  o o hahahahahahahahaahahahaahahaahahaaaahaahaahaaaave beeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen nnnnnnnnn fofofoffofoofff ununununununununnunnunununununnnunnnununnnnnununununnunnununnuuuununuunuu d intactctctctctctctctctctctctcttctctctccct’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ (l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l(l((((((( inininininninnnnininininnnnnninninnnnninnninnninnnnnnniininesesesessessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666-------------------------1717717171717171717717171717111711177111111171711111111717)).)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

doeeeeeeeeeeeeees s ttthttttttttttttttt e wrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwwrwrwrwwwrwrwrwrwwrwwwrwwwrwrwwwrwrrrrrrritititititititititititiitiitiitiititittitttttttttttttterereerererrrrrrreerrrrrrerrrreerrerrrererreere  inccluluuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuululuuuuuuuuuluululuululuululullululudedeededededededeeeedeedeeeeeddd tttttttthehehhheheheheheheeeheeeeheheheheehehehe aaaaaaaaaaaaaabobobobobobobobobobobobobboboboboobobobobobobooboboobobooooboobbbbbbbbbbb vve exaxaxaaxaxampmpmpmpmpmplelelelll ????

veyyyyyyyyyyy hihihihhhihihihhihihihhhihihhhhhhhhhhhh s s asaaasasasasasassasasasasasasasaasaasasasaaasasasasaasasasasaaaasasaasssssssssssssssastotototototototototototoottototoototooototottttotooooototootoooooootoooooooott nininniininininnninninininininininnninnininninnnininiiiiiniinnnnnnnn sshshshshshshshshshshsshshshshshshshshhshshhshhhshsshshhsshhshsshsshhshhshhhhhhhshhsssssssssssss ment tttttthahahahahahattt ttt teak
y of fffffffffffff tetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetettttetetettteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeakakakakaakaaaakakakakakakkk............... [1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[[[[1[1[1[1[1[1[[1[[1[1[1[[1[1[1[1[11[1[1[1[11[[1[[1[1111[1[11[[1[11[[1[1[[[[[[ ]]
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19

20

Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Victor and Lily, who have read the 
article

Victor Lily

(a) Give two pieces of evidence from Paragraph 4 to support Victor’s view.

The trees from which teak is obtained are exclusively planted for either
commercial or ecological purposes [1].

There are no non-teak waste trees to burn / remove / clear cut [1]. 

(b) With reference to Paragraph 4, how would Lily explain her position?

The plantations are monocultures / consist of only one tree species and are
planted and harvested at the same [1]. OR

Consequently, they provide little needed animal habitat [1].

Explain fully how teak planting serves the local communities as ‘a savings account’ (lines 45-
46).

The time until trees reach harvestable dimensions is comparatively long / It can take 
between 20 and 80 years before a tree planted today is harvested for wood [1]. 

This means that the income / money that can be earned from the teak planting can only 
be reaped in / is saved until the future / for future generations [1].

However, 
plantation teak is 
not a completely 

sustainable method 
of farming. 

Plantation teak is 
a definite 
improvement from 
clear cutting 
forests.

[Turn over

sively p

n / removvvveeee //// clclclcleaeaeaear r r r cut [1

ow would Lilyyyy eeeeeeeeeeexxxxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpppppppppppppp alalalallllaalalalalaaalllalalalaalalaalallalaalaaaalalaaaaaalaaalaaalalaaaalaalalaaaalaaalalaalaaaaaaaiininininininiiininiiiininiiininniininininininininiinininiinininnnnnnn hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheerererereeeeeeeeeee  possss titittioooon?n?n?n?

onocultltlttttttttttttlttltttttlttltttllltttuurururuuuuuururuuuuuururuuuuuuuuu es / cccccccccccccccononononononononnnononononnooo siistststttttstttttttttststtttttttstsststststststttstttsstttttttttttttttttttttttt oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooof f fffffff ff fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff ononononooooooooonoononononononononoooooononoooononononoononononooooonononooonooooonooooooooooooooooooooonoooooooonnnooonnonooooonnonoooooooo lllllyllllllylylylylylylllylylllylylylylylylylylylylylylyly oooooooooooooooooonenenene ttttrererereeeee spspspspeeeecies and ar
sted atatatatatttatatatttattatatatatataattatataataaaaaaaaaaaaa ttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehehehehhehehehhehehehehehehhehehehehhehehehhheeeeeeeeeeeee sssssssssssssssamamamammammmmmmme [1].].]]]]]]] OROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

ntly, they ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppproroooooooooooooooooooooooooooovivivivivivvvvivvivivivivvvvvvivivivivvvivvvvivivviviidededeedeeededededededeedeedededeededeedeeedededededdeedeedededdddddddd llllllllllllllllllllitittitititittitiiiititittiitttttttititiititttttttttttltltttttttttttttttttltttttttttttt e ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenennennnneeeeeeeeeeeededededededededededededededededededededededdededdddddddedddeee edededededededdedededededddddededddeddededddededddeddededeeeeddddddddddd animal haaaabibibibitatatatat [1].

plain fullly yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy hhhohhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh w w w w w ww wwwwwww teteteteteteteteteteteteteteak pppppppppppppppppppppplalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaantntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntinininininininininninninnininininnininggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg sesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesssesesessesseseseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerves tthehehehehehheeheeheheheeehheheheheheheeeehehehhheheheeeeheehe llllllllllllllllococococooooocococococoocooococoococcocalallalalalalalalaaaalalalalalalaaalaaalalllllll cccccccomomomomomomomomomomomommomomomoomomomomooommooomoooommmomomommmmmunititititieseseses aaaassss ‘a sa
46).

e timemmemmmmmemmmmmmmmmm uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuntntntntntntntntntntntnntntnntnnntntnntntnnnntnnnntnnntntnntnttttttilililiiiiliiiliiiiliiiiiil tttttttttttttttttttttttttrererererererererrrererererererererererererrerererereeeeeeeeesessssssssssssssessssssssssssssss rreachchchhhchhhchchhchchchchhhchchchhchchchhchchchchchchhcccchchhhcc hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhharararararrraarrarrarrarrrveveveveveveveveevevveeevvevveessstssssssssssssssssssssss able ddddimimimimenenenensions
een nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 20202020222220222202020202020202020202020 anddddddddd 888888888888888888888888888880000 yeyeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeearararaarrararararrararaararaarararrrrrrararaararraraarararaarrraaaaaararraa sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss bebebebebebebbbbbebebebbbebbebbbebb fofofofofofofofoooofofofooooooofoofooooooorereereeeeereereereeererereeererrrrrrrrrrrrrr  a treeeee plplplplanananantett d to

eansssssssssssssssssssss ttttttttttttttttttttttttttthahahahahahahahaahahahaahahahahahaaat t t tttttttttttttttttttt ttttttttttttt tttt ththhhhththhththththththththththhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee inininininininnininininnininninninnninnniininiiniinnnnnnnnnnnncococccccccococcccccccccccccccccc meeee //// mmmmononononey tha
d innnnnnnnnnnnnnnn /////////////////////////////// iissssssssssssssss sasasasasasasasssasasasasasssssasassasasasassasasasassasaaaaaaaaaaaaavvvvvvevvvvvvvvv d ununununtitititillll ththththe futu
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21 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the qualities and uses of teak.
Use only the information from Paragraphs 2 and 3
Teak is a valuable natural resource which 

From the text Own words

1 has been used to outfit and adorn the 
residences of the wealthy and 
powerful

has been used to furnish and decorate 
the houses of affluent/ rich and 
important people

2 strength and durability of teak wood is 
definitely world-renowned

Famous/ recognised worldwide/ 
globally for its hardiness/ toughness/ 
sturdiness/ robustness and long-
lasting/ hard-wearing quality,  

3 abundance of natural oils and rubber 
locked right into the tight grain of the 
wood to keep back water

Teak’s tight grain allows  it to retain 
plenty of natural oils and rubber even 
after being cut down and processed. 

This  enables it to keep its shape and 
prevents breakage

4 and keep it from becoming 
misshapened or breaking

5 retain these oils   and its rubber even 
after being felled and processes

6 greater naturally weather-resistant 
properties than just about any other 
type of wood.  

Its  natural water-resistance is
excellent/ outstanding/ impressive

7 It has been used to construct ships 
for many centuries

It has been utilised in ship construction.

8 dried to a proper moisture level --
around 10 percent of its original 
content -- the oils and rubber 
weatherproof the wood.

Additionally, it can become waterproof 
after drying to an  appropriate/ suitable 
moisture level 

9 The oils also protect the wood from 
dry rot

The oils also protect it from dry rot, 

10 -Furthermore, the oils and rubber 
protect the heart of the wood from 
invaders like fungi and parasites.

and fungus and parasite attacks .

Teak is a valuable natural resource which has been used to furnish and decorate the 
houses of affluent and important people. Famous globally for its sturdiness and long-lasting 
quality, teak’s tight grain allows it to retain plenty of natural oils and rubber even after being 
cut down and processed. This enables it to keep its shape and prevents breakage. Its 
natural water resistance is outstanding. It has been utilised in ship construction. Additionally, 
it can become waterproof after drying to an appropriate moisture level. The oils also protect 
it from dry rot, and fungus and parasite attacks. [89 words for 10 points]  

lity

n allowwwwwwssssss iiiiiitttttt to r
atural oils ananananaand ruuuuuubbbbbbb er

being cut dodododododownwnwnwnwnwn anananananandddddd pppppprocesse

This  enabbbleleleleleeleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss itititititit tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttoooooooooooooooooo kkkkkek eppppp iiitstststststs sssssshahahahahahapppppepe and
prppppppppppppppppp evenenennnnnnnnnnnnnnnntststststststststststststststststststststststststststs bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrererrrerrererrererererrrerererrrererererererererererererererereeakakakakakakaakaaaakaakaakakakakakaakakakaakakakakakkkkakkakkakakakakakakakakkkakkkkkkkkkkagaagagagagagagaaaaaaaaaagagaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaageeeeeeeven

ses

weatherererrrrrerrerrerrrrererrrerrerererrrrrerrrrrrrreereeeeeeeee ---rrrrrrrr rerrrrrerererererererrrrrrer sisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisissiiiiiiiiststsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ananananananananananananananananananantttttt ttttttttt
n just abououuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuo t t tttt ttt any other rrrrrrr rrrrrrrr rrr 

ood. 

Its s ssssssss sss sssssssss s  nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnaturallllllll wateererererer-----rerererereresisttttttanananananancececececece is
exxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxcecececececececececececeeccececeeccceceeececeeccceeceecececeececeececeeeeeeeeeeeellent/ outsttananaaaa diddddd ng/ iimimimimimprpppppp esesesesesessisisisisisiveveveveveve

t has bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen n nn nnnnnnn usuuuuuuuuuuuu eddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd tto oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo cocococoococoococococococococooooooooooocooooooooocooooococ nsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssstrtrtttttttrtrttrtrtrttrtrttrtrtrtttrttttttttrtrtrtrrrrucucucucucucucucucucucucuccuccccccccccccccccccccccccccct t ttttttttttttttttttttttttttt shshshshshshhshshsshshshshshshshhsshshshshhshshshshsshsshshshshshhhhhshhshssshs ipipipipipipipipipipipippipippppipppppppipipipppppppippppiii ss 
for mamamamamamamamamammmamamammamammammamammammmmamammmmmamamamm nnnnnynnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  ceneneeeeneneneneeneneneneeee tutututututututututututtuturieseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

ItItIIttIItItttItItIItItItItIIIItItIttttttttttttttttttt hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhasasasasasasasaaasasaasasaasaaasasaaaaasaaasaaaaaaaasasaaasasasssaassasaas bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee n utilissssssedededededed ininininini  ship

drdrdrdddrdrdrdddddd ieieieieeeieieieeieieieeeieieeeieieeeieieeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeddddddddd totototototototototototototootooooootooooto aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ppppppppppppppppppppppppppropepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeper r r r rr r r r r r rr r momommmommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm istutuuuuurerererereereerererererererereeeereererererereeerererereeererererrrrrrrrerrerrrrereeeeee lllllllllllllllllllllllevevevevevevevevevevevevevvvvevvvevvvvevvevevvvvvvvvvvveeeee eleeeeeee  --
arrrrrrrrroououououououuouououuouuoouuouuuuuunnndnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 11111111111111111100000000000000000000000000000000000000 pepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeeppppppppppppppppppppppp rrrrrrrcrrrrrrrrrrrr ennttttttttttttttttttttttttt ofoffffofofofofofoffofofofffoffffffffofffffffofffffoooooo iiiiiitstststststttststststtttsttststtststststttttttttttttttttt ooooooooooooooooooooooririiigigigigigigigigigigigigiggigigiigiiggiggigiigiigiiigigiigigggggg nanannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn l 
contntntntntntnttntnttntttenenenenennnnennnnnnenennnnnennnnnnnennnnnt --- the oioooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo lslsssssssssssssssssssssssssssslssssssssssssss aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndndndndnnnnndndndndndnnnndndndndnddndddddddddnddddnddddddndnn rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrubububuuuuuuuuuuuububububbbbubbubbuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ber 

eathehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehhheehheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerprprrprrprprprprrrprrrpppppppppprorooooroooooorororooroororoorororororororororooooooooooooooooofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofofofffffffffffff tttttthehehehehehhhehehehhehehehehehehhhhhhhehehhhehehehhhehehhhhheheheheeeeheheheeheheeeheehhhh wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwoooooooooooooooooooooo d.

AdAdAdAdAdAddididididid titititititionooooo ally
affffter dr
m

oils aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalslslslslslslslslslslslslslslslslso prototototototecececececect t tttt ththththththe wo

more
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Text 2 Questions/ Marks 

Question Type 

Literal 6i[1]

7 ii [1] 

10[1] 

14 [2] 

Vocab (Quote) 5i [1] 

Vocab (explain meaning of word/ phrase) 11 [2[ 

Paraphrasing 

Language Impact (how lang is used to create specific 
impact/reference to style and tone) 

8 [1] 

9  [1] 

Language Impact (use in unusual way/ effect of use) 

Inferential (include vocab and justification using evidence) 5ii [1] 

6 [3] 

7(i) [1] 

12 [1] 

13 [1] 

Evaluative (structure of text) 15 [4] 

Text 1 Questions/ Marks 

Question Type 

Effect of  specific feature of the text 
Use of picture/ graphic to communicate/ reinforce idea 3(i) [1] 
Global Under-standing of the text 1 [1] 
Literal - understanding of details in the text  
Inferential - understanding of details not directly given/ 
identify sentence

2 [1] 
3(ii) [1]

e vococococococococococococcoccaababaabababaabbbabababbababababababaababaaaaaaaaaaaabaaaaabb aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannd jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjususuuusuususuuususuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu tititititititititititititititititiititttiitittittttttttttt fffffffifffffffffffffffffff cationnnnnn uuuuuusisissss ngngngggg eviden

1]

10[1]

1444444 [2[2[2[[2[2[2[22[22[[[2[22[2[2[222[2[22[2[2[2[222[22[2[2[2[22[2[222[2[2[222[[2[2[2[[2[2[[[2[2[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[ ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]

5i5555555555555555 [[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[1]1

word/ phphpppp rase) 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 [2[

ge Impppacaaaaa t (hhowowowowowowowwwowowowowowowowoowwoowowwoowowwwowoowwowwowww lang isisisisisisiisiisisiisiisisii uuuuuuuuuuuuuuses dddddddddddddd tooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo create e spspspspspspspspsppsspspspssssspssspspssssssssssssspppececcccccccecccceccececccccecececececececececcecee ifififiifififiififiiifffififififffffififififffffififififfiffificiciiiciciciiciiiiciiiiiiiiccc 
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Text 3 Questions/ Marks 

Question Type  

Literal (Direct) 16 [2] 

Literal (Talking Heads) 19 [3] 

Vocab (Quote) 

Vocab (Explain meaning of word/phrase) 20 [2] 

Paraphrasing 17 [2] 

Language Impact (style/tone) 18 [1] 

Inferential 

Evaluative (selection of ideas) 
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Name of Candidate: _________________________________ (  ) Class: _________

  BUKIT PANJANG GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOL 

  Mid-Year Examination 2019 

  SECONDARY 4 EXPRESS / 4 & 5 NORMAL (ACADEMIC) 

English Language 

Paper 1 

Syllabus 1128 

Date:  7 May 2019

Duration: 1 hr 50 min

Time: 0745h – 0935h

Instructions to Candidates:

1. Write your name, class and register number at the top of this page and on all the

work you hand in.

2. Write in dark blue or black pen.

3. Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid / tape.

4. Answer Section A, Section B and one question from Section C.

5. For Section A, write your answers in the spaces provided on the question paper.

6. Answers to Sections B and C should be written on the writing paper provided.

Begin each section on a fresh sheet of paper.

7. The total mark for this paper is 70.

Setters:  Mrs Lim Ee Ling / Ms Grace Chong [Turn over]

This paper consists of 5 printed pages. 
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Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the abuse of animals.  The first and last lines are 
correct.  For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line.  There are two more lines with 
no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a ( ) in the space provided.

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2 pm.

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

Animals are savagely used and subjected to a considerable amount of unnecessary suffering 

in the name at necessity, or under the title of progress and civilization.  But does progress 

have to involves the needless suffering of animals?  Do we, in the name of technological 

advance, have to destroy the animal kingdoms?  There is no doubt that humanity is inflicting 

massive suffering on animals who is totally at our mercy.  Animals and birds are blinded 

with acids, subjected to repeated shocks, being poisoned, injected with diseases, frozen, 

starved and amputated and this are all carried out in the name of “human progress”. Every 

day of the year, millions of animals are slowly blinded, tortured, frozen to be revived and 

re-frozen, starve or left to die of thirst, often only after various glands have been entirely or 

partially destroyed. The victims’ reactions are recorded. There suffering may last for

weeks, months or years, before death (the only relief) comes at them. Often, they are 

brought back to life and then subjected to other tortures.

at

1) ________

2) ________

3) ________

4) ________

5) ________

6) ________

7) ________

8) ________

9) ________

10) _______
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.

Question 2

You should look at the print-out of some suggested workshops on page 4.  Study the 
information carefully and plan your answer before beginning to write.

Your class has indicated their interest to work with children for their Student-Initiated Activity 
(SIA) in semester two and the suggested workshops will be of great relevance to the class.

Your Year Head (Upper Secondary) would like you to discuss with your classmates which two 
workshops to attend in preparation for the SIA as you are the Values-in-Action ambassador.

Write an email to your Year Head, stating clearly which two of the three suggested workshops 
your classmates and you have chosen to attend in order to prepare well for the upcoming SIA.

In your email, state clearly the reasons for your choices and also recommend one other activity 
that can be conducted with the children.

Write your email in clear accurate English and in a polite tone to convince your Year Head that 
your choices meet the objectives of the SIA.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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Balloon Sculpturing Workshop                              

At this workshop you will learn:

- how to shape balloon hearts,
balloon swords and flowers  
using techniques such as pinch 
twist, loop twist and lock twist

- the know-hows and methods 
which will definitely help you 
create the balloon shapes to the 
delight of your beneficiary

Soap-making Workshop

At this workshop you will learn:

- the soap-making process
- the preparation of moulds
- the methods to melt the soap, add 

colour and shape the soap to
create designs

Lego Fun Workshop

This practical and interactive 
workshop will:

- strengthen your imagination to  
create various shapes and   
intricate designs using Lego 
bricks

- promote teamwork and fine    
motor skills
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Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics.

Questions 3-6

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

3

4

5

6

Describe a person who made a deep first impression on you.  What did you learn from 
this person?

Is academic excellence the only means to success in one’s life?  What are your views?

“Adults know best.”  What are the problems you discuss with adults?  Do you always 
take their advice and suggestions?

“Your online life is an open one.”  Write about some of the occasions when you have 
found this to be true.

                                                        ****End of Paper****
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Section A

Text 1

Study the advertisement below and answer Questions 1 – 4 on the Question Paper.

 

Adopt a healthier outlook. 
ADOPT 

     

Studies show that owning a pet can lessen anxiety, depression and help you deal more positively 
with stress, even when you’re not with your pet. Dogs especially are great at encouraging owners to 
exercise, and this can be beneficial for those who feel depressed. Stroking, sitting next to or playing 
with a pet can give owners a chance to relax and calm their minds.

Adopt a neglected or abandoned pet.
It’s good for you, and good for them.

ASPCA
Visit aspca.org/adoption
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Section B
Text 2 

Read the text below carefully and answer Questions 5 to 10 on the Question Paper.
Set in 1825, the text below describes the life of a Boston aristocrat who has been captured by a Native 
American tribe. He is treated like an animal and gives himself the name, Horse.

1 The man squared his shoulders and walked boldly over to watch three small boys shooting arrows 
at a target.  He said in English, “Show me how to do that, will you?”  They frowned, but he held out 
his hand as if there could be no doubt.  One of them gave him a bow and one arrow, and they 
snickered when he missed.  The people were easily amused, except when they were angry.  They 
were amused at him, playing with the little boys.  A few days later, he asked the hag, with gestures, 
for a bow that her son had just discarded, a man-sized bow of horn.  He scavenged for old arrows.  
The old woman cackled at his marksmanship and called her neighbours to enjoy the fun.

5

2 When he could not understand words, he could identify these people by their names.  The old woman 
was Greasy Hand, and her daughter was Pretty Calf.  The other young woman’s name was not clear 
to him, for the words were not in his vocabulary.  The man who had captured him was Yellow Robe.  
Once he could understand, he could begin to talk a little, and then he was less lonely.  Nobody had 
been able to see any reason for talking to him, since he would not understand anyway.  He asked 
the old woman, “What is my name?”  Until he knew it he felt incomplete.  She shrugged to let him 
know he had none.  He told her in the Crow language, “My name is Horse.”  He repeated it, and she 
nodded.  After that they called him Horse when they called him anything.  Nobody cared except the 
white man himself.

10

15

3 They trusted him enough to let him stray out of camp, so that he might have got away and, by 
unimaginable good luck, reached a trading post or a fort, but winter was too close.  He did not dare 
leave without a horse; he needed clothing and a better hunting weapon than he had, and more certain 
skill in using it.  He did not dare steal, for then they would surely have pursued him, and just as 
certainly they would have caught him.  Remembering the warmth of the home that was waiting in 
Boston, he settled down for the winter.

20

4 On a cold night, he crept into the *tepee after the others had gone to bed.  Even a horse might try to 
find shelter from the wind.  The old woman grumbled, but without conviction.  She did not put him 
out.  They tolerated him, back in the shadows, so long as he did not get in the way. 25

5 He began to understand how the family that owned him differed from the others.  Fate had been 
cruel to them.  In short, sharp argument among the old women, one of them derided Greasy Hand 
by sneering, “You have no relatives!” and Greasy Hand raved for minutes about the deeds of her 
father and uncles and brothers.  And she had had four sons, she reminded her detractor – who 
answered with scorn, “Where are they?”  30

6 Later, the white man found her moaning and whimpering to herself, rocking back and forth on her 
haunches, staring at her mutilated hands.  By that time he understood.  A mourner often chopped off 
a finger joint.  Old Greasy Hand had mourned often. For the first time, he felt a twinge of pity, but he 
put it aside as another emotion, like anger, that he could not afford.  He thought: what tales I will tell 
when I get home. 35

7 He wrinkled his nose in disdain.  The camp stank of animals and meat and rancid grease.  He looked 
down at his naked, shivering legs and was startled, remembering that he was still only a horse.

8 He could not trust the old woman.  She fed him only because a starved slave would die and not be 
worth boasting about.  Just how fitful her temper was he saw on the day when she got tired of 
stumbling over one of the hundred dogs that infested the camp.  This was one of her own dogs, a 
large, strong one that pulled a baggage travois when the tribe moved camp.

40

9 Countless times he had seen her kick at the beast as it lay sleeping in front of the *tepee, in her way.  
The dog always moved, with a yelp, but it always got in the way again.  One day she gave the dog 
its usual kick and then stood scolding at it while the animal rolled its eyes sleepily. The old woman 
suddenly picked up her axe and cut the dog’s head off with one blow.  Looking well satisfied with 
herself, she beckoned her slave to remove the body.  It could have been me, he thought, if I were a 
dog.  But I’m a horse.

45

Adapted from “A Man Called Horse” by Dorothy M Johnson

*tepee = a portable tent made of skins, cloth or canvas on a frame of poles
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Section C

Text 3
The article below is about the global plastic waste crisis. Read the text carefully and answer Questions 11-17 on the 
Question Paper.
1 No one knows how much unrecycled plastic waste ends up in the ocean. In 2015, Jenna Jambeck, 

a University of Georgia engineering professor, caught everyone’s attention with a rough estimate: 
between 5.3 million and 14 million tons each year just from coastal regions. Most of it isn’t thrown 
off ships, she and her colleagues say, but is dumped carelessly on land or in rivers, mostly in Asia. 
It’s then blown or washed into the sea. Imagine five plastic grocery bags stuffed with plastic trash, 
Jambeck says, sitting on every foot of coastline around the world — that would correspond to about 
8.8 million tons, her middle-of-the-road estimate of what the ocean gets from us annually. It’s 
unclear how long it will take for that plastic to completely biodegrade into its constituent molecules. 
Estimates range from 450 years to never.

5

2 Meanwhile, ocean plastic is estimated to kill millions of marine animals every year. Nearly 700 
species, including endangered ones, are known to have been affected by it. Some are harmed 
visibly — strangled by abandoned fishing nets or discarded six-pack rings. Many more are probably 
harmed invisibly. Marine species of all sizes, from zooplankton to whales, now eat microplastics, 
the bits smaller than one-fifth of an inch across. Consumption of microplastics leads to chronic 
hunger and death. It can also increase the chance of disease and suffering due to the toxic 
chemicals that are contained in microplastics.

10

15

3 On Hawaii’s Big Island, on a beach that seemingly should have been pristine — no paved road 
leads to it — I walked ankle-deep through microplastics. They crunched like Rice Krispies under 
my feet. After that, I could understand why some people see ocean plastic as a looming 
catastrophe, worth mentioning in the same breath as climate change. At a global summit in Nairobi 
last December, the head of the United Nations Environment Programme spoke of an “ocean 
Armageddon.”

20

4 And yet there’s a key difference: ocean plastic is not as complicated as climate change. To do 
something about it, we don’t have to remake our planet’s entire energy system. “This isn’t a 
problem where we don’t know what the solution is,” says Ted Siegler, a Vermont resource 
economist who has spent more than 25 years working with developing nations on garbage. “We 
know how to pick up garbage. We know how to dispose of it – landfilled, or burned. We know how 
to recycle.” It’s a matter of building the necessary institutions and systems, he says — ideally 
before the ocean turns, irretrievably and for centuries to come, into a thin soup of plastic.

25

5 Industry can also help. It can design new plastics and new plastic products that are either 
biodegradable or more recyclable. After all, plastics have transformed all our lives, mostly for the 
better. Think of lightweight cars and jumbo jets, saving fuel and pollution. Think of clingy light-as-
air wraps that extend the life of fresh food. Think of clean drinking water being delivered in 
disposable bottles to poor people. 

30

6 Some activists argue that waste pickers are part of the solution. They just need a living wage. In 
the Baseco waterfront slum in Manila, a tiny recycling shop operated by the Plastic Bank of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, pays a premium for bottles and hard plastic collected by waste 
pickers. It then sells that plastic at a higher price to multinationals, which market their recycled 
products as socially responsible. Siegler, the Vermont economist, has worked in enough countries 
and run enough numbers to be skeptical of such schemes. “There is not enough value in plastics 
to make that work,” he says. “It’s cheaper to fund a solid waste management system than to 
subsidise collecting plastic.”

35

40

7 The most heartening thing about the plastic waste problem is the recent explosion of attention to 
it, and even of serious, if scattered, efforts to address it. France said it would ban plastic plates 
and cups by 2020. Coca-Cola and other multinationals have pledged to convert to 100 percent 
reusable, recyclable, or compostable packaging by 2025. All of these measures help at some level 
and are a step in the right direction.

45

Adapted from “We made it. We depend on it. We’re drowning in it. Plastic” by Laura Parker

End of Insert
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to Text 1 (the advertisement) in the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 What is the purpose of this advertisement? [1]

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

2 (a) How do the images complement the claim that “owning a pet can lessen anxiety”? [1]

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

(b) What is the intended effect of these images on the reader? [1]

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

3 Other than improving mental health, what other aspect of health can be improved from having a pet 

according to the text?                          [1]

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

4 Which sentence gives the main message of the advertisement? [1]

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 in the Insert for Questions 5 – 10.

5 In line 6, we are told that the white man ‘scavenged for old arrows’.  
(a) Explain why he had to do this. [1]
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

(b) How is the word ‘scavenged’ effectively used in this phrase? [1]
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

(c) Pick out one word in the same paragraph that helps to explain what ‘scavenged’ means. [1]
___________________________________________________________________________

6 In paragraph 2, we are told that the white man could not speak the Crow language of the tribe. Explain 
how the language used in this paragraph shows he had difficulty communicating with them.
Support your ideas with three details from paragraph 2. [3]
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

7 In Paragraph 3, the writer says, “They trusted him enough to let him stray out of camp, so that he might 
have got away and, by unimaginable good luck, reached a trading post or a fort, but winter was too close.  
He did not dare leave without a horse; he needed clothing and a better hunting weapon than he had, and 
more certain skill in using it.”
Identify words or phrases in the given sentences which suggest the pre-requisites the white man needed 
before he could make an attempt to leave the tribe. [4]

Pre-requisites Words / phrases from the passage

(i) freedom to move around

(ii) transport

(iii) warmth

(iv) protection
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8 From paragraph 4 (line 23), the white man “crept into the tepee after the others had gone to bed”.
(a) Say why he did this despite the fact that he knew his status of an animal would result in his being 

thrown out. [1]
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

(b) In what way does the writer show that the white man’s owner was not that harsh after all? [1]
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

(c) Write one phrase that shows he was allowed to stay in the tepee. [1]
____________________________________________________________________________

(d) Explain in your own words why he was allowed to do so. [1]

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

9 “Later, the white man found her moaning and whimpering to herself, rocking back and forth on her 
haunches, staring at her mutilated hands. By that time he understood.” (lines 31 – 32)
(a) Explain how the writer creates a contrast between these two sentences in paragraph 6. [1]
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

(b) What is the effect of this contrast? [1]
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________



BPGHS MYE 2019 SEC4ENA/5NA EL P2   Page 5               

10 Horse underwent a series of emotions as he thought of the tales he would tell when he got home to Boston.   
Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box to describe the main feeling conveyed in 
each part of the text. There is one extra word in the box you do not need to use. [4]
FEELINGS

relief                wariness          alienation       resignation            sympathy

FLOW CHART

Paragraph 5
empathy

Paragraph 6
(i) __________________

Paragraph 7
(ii) __________________

Paragraph 8
(iii) __________________

Paragraph 9
(iv) _________________
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Name: _______________________________ ( ) Class: ___________

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 in the Insert for Questions 11 – 17.

11 What problem about plastic waste, whether on land or in the ocean, is stated in the first paragraph?            [1]

_____________________________________________________________________________________

12 Which expression in paragraph 1 tells us that the approximate figure stated for ocean plastic is moderate? 
[1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1]

_____________________________________________________________________________________

13 According to paragraph 3, what is surprising about the beach on Hawaii’s Big Island? Answer in your own 
words.                                                                                                                                                             [2] 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

14 “They crunched like Rice Krispies under my feet.” (lines 18-19)
(a) Explain what the writer is referring to by the above comparison.                                                       [1]

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

(b)  Suggest the writer’s purpose in making this comparison.                                                                [1]

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

15 (a) What attitude to ocean plastic is suggested in the words “looming catastrophe” (lines 19-20)?                   [1] 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

(b) Quote two consecutive words from the same paragraph that reflect this same attitude.                 [1]

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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16 Here is part of a conversation between two students, Lynn and Liam, who have read the article and are 
discussing solutions to the crisis posed by global plastic waste.

(a)  With reference to paragraph 6, how can Lynn explain her view?                                                      [1]

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

(b)  What evidence from paragraph 6 can Liam use to support his view?                                                [1] 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Waste pickers 
help reduce 
plastic waste.

Lynn

They 
aren’t the 

best 
option.

Liam
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I
Answers to Section A
My mother always wears sensible clothes.

Animals are savagely used and subjected to a considerable amount of unnecessary suffering 

in the name at necessity, or under the title of progress and civilization.  But does progress 

have to involves the needless suffering of animals?  Do we, in the name of technological 

advance, have to destroy the animal kingdoms?  There is no doubt that humanity is inflicting 

massive suffering on animals who is totally at our mercy.  Animals and birds are blinded 

with acids, subjected to repeated shocks, being poisoned, injected with diseases, frozen, 

starved and amputated and this are all carried out in the name of “human progress”.  Every 

day of the year, millions of animals are slowly blinded, tortured, frozen to be revived and 

re-frozen, starve or left to die of thirst, often only after various glands have been entirely or 

partially destroyed.  The victims’ reactions are recorded.  There suffering may last for 

weeks, months or years, before death (the only relief) comes at them.  Often, they are 

brought back to life and then subjected to other tortures. 

at 

1) of

2) involve

3) kingdom

4) are

5)

6) these

7)

8) starved

9) Their

10) to

a consssidiiiiii erableeeeeee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaamomomommomomommmommomomomomommomommmmmomomomomomomomomoooooooooooununununuunuunununununununununununununununununununuununununununununuunununuunuunuuuuuuuuuunuuununnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntttttttttttttttttttttttt t ttttttttt ooooofofofofofofoooooooooooooooo  unnnnnnnecececeee esesesesesessasasasasasary sufferi
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the advertisement in the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 What is the purpose of this advertisement?                      [1] 

This aims to appeal to people to help neglected or abandoned pets from the shelter by adopting 

them as their own. / This encourages people to adopt an animal from the shelter.  

2 (a) How do the images complement the claim that “owning a pet can lessen anxiety”?          [1] 

The images of two smiling ladies with their pets show the pet owners to be relaxed. 

(b) What is the intended effect of these images on the reader? [1] 

The reader will think that they might benefit from adopting a pet. /

The reader will think they owning a pet will bring them joy.

3 Other than improving mental health, what other aspect of health can be improved from having a pet 

according to the text?                                                   [1] 

It is physical health.

Do not accept: It is to exercise.

4 Which sentence gives the main message of the advertisement?       [1] 

“Adopt a neglected or abandoned pet.”

aspect of heaeaeaeaeaealtltltltltlth h h h hh cacacacacacannnn nn beeeeee iiiiiimpmpmpmpmpmprorororororoovevvvvv d 

                

exercise.
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 in the Insert for Questions 5 – 10. 

5 In line 6, we are told that the white man ‘scavenged for old arrows’.  
(a) Explain why he had to do this. [1] 
- He wanted to practise to improve his marksmanship but did not have many arrows. / No one

wanted to supply him with enough arrows.

(b) How is the word ‘scavenged’ effectively used in this phrase?        [1] 
- It is effective in that it shows how desperately or determined the white man searched for and

collected any usable arrows from those that were considered as unusable or too old to be
used. / It is effective in that it shows how it was very difficult for him to find arrows he could
use.

(c) Pick out one word in the same paragraph that helps to explain what ‘scavenged’ means.        [1] 
- ‘discarded’

6 In paragraph 2, we are told that the white man could not speak the Crow language of the tribe. Explain
how the language used in this paragraph shows he had difficulty communicating with them. 
Support your ideas with three details from paragraph 2.        [3] 
- “When he could not understand words, he could identify his people by their names.” shows
his inability to know the meaning of words used by the tribe and so could only rely on their
names.
- “for the words were not in his vocabulary” shows he did not understand what was being

communicated.
- “Once he could understand, he could begin to talk a little” shows he had difficulty

comprehending when he was spoken to and so spoke little.
- “Nobody had been able to see any reason for talking to him since he would not understand

anyway.” shows that he was not spoken to because of his inability to comprehend what was
said.

7 In Paragraph 3, the writer says, “They trusted him enough to let him stray out of camp, so that he might 
have got away and, by unimaginable good luck, reached a trading post or a fort, but winter was too close. 
He did not dare leave without a horse; he needed clothing and a better hunting weapon than he had, and 
more certain skill in using it.” 
Identify words or phrases in the given sentences which suggest the pre-requisites the white man needed 
before he could make an attempt to leave the tribe.                  [4] 

Pre-requisites Words / phrases from the passage

(i) freedom to move around “let him stray out of camp”

(ii) transport “a horse”
(iii) warmth “clothing”
(iv) protection “a better hunting weapon & more certain skill in using 

it”
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8 From paragraph 4 (line 23), the white man “crept into the tepee after the others have gone to bed”. 
(a) Say why he did this despite the fact that he knew his status of an animal would result in his being

thrown out.                  [1]
- He was hoping that his owner would be compassionate enough to see that even an animal
needed to get out of the cold (trying his luck) / to hide from the cold wind or he would freeze to
death (he was too cold and could not bear it).
(b) In what way does the writer show that the white man’s owner was not that harsh after all?        [1] 
- She used the phrase ‘grumbled, but without conviction’ to show that although the owner was
not happy [‘grumbled’] with the white man for entering into the tepee without permission, she
was not insistent [‘without conviction’] on chasing him out.
(c) Write one phrase that shows he was allowed to stay in the tepee.   [1] 
- ‘did not put him out’
(d) Explain in your own words why he was allowed to do so.        [1] 
- His presence did not disturb them in any way.

[Text:  “They tolerated him…..so long as he did not get in the way.”]

9 “Later, the white man found her moaning and whimpering to herself, rocking back and forth on her 
haunches, staring at her mutilated hands. By that time he understood.” (lines 31 – 32) 
(a) Explain how the writer creates a contrast between these two sentences in paragraph 6.        [1] 
- The first sentence is long and descriptive while the second sentence is short and
unadorned/abrupt.
(b) What is the effect of this contrast?        [1] 
- It emphasises his realization of the truth behind the owner’s mutilated hands.

10 Horse underwent a series of emotions as he thought of the tales he would tell when he got home to Boston.   
Complete the flow chart by choosing one word from the box to describe the main feeling conveyed in 
each part of the text. There is one extra word in the box you do not need to use.                     [4] 
FEELINGS

relief wariness              alienation             resignation               sympathy

FLOW CHART

Paragraph 5 
empathy

Paragraph 6 
(i) sympathy

Paragraph 7 
(ii) resignation

Paragraph 8 
(iii) wariness
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Paragraph 9 
(iv) relief

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 in the Insert for Questions 11 – 17. 

11 What problem about plastic waste, whether on land or in the ocean, is stated in the first paragraph?     [1] 

[Literal]
Plastic waste will take a long time to or not at all to biodegrade. 

12 Which expression in paragraph 1 tells us that the approximate figure stated for ocean plastic is moderate? 
[1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1][1] [1] 

[Quotation/Vocabulary] 
“middle-of-the-road estimate”

13 According to paragraph 3, what is surprising about the beach on Hawaii’s Big Island? Answer in your own 
words.                                                                                                                                                             [2] 

[Own words]
For a beach that is not accessible by road and therefore expected to be in its original unspoilt state (1), it is 
covered with microplastics (1).

Text: On Hawaii’s Big Island, on a beach that seemingly should have been pristine—no paved road leads 
to it—I walked ankle-deep through microplastics.

14 “They crunched like Rice Krispies under my feet.” (lines 18-19)
(a) Explain what the writer is referring to by the above comparison. [1]

[How language achieves impact]
The writer is referring to the sound of microplastics being crushed when walked on.

(b) Suggest the writer’s purpose in making this comparison. [1]

[Evaluative]
She wants to convey/emphasise the extent of the beach being littered with microplastics or emphasise 
that the microplastics are everywhere on the ground.

15 (a) What attitude to ocean plastic is suggested in the words “looming catastrophe” (lines 19-20)? [1] 

[Evaluative]
Pessimistic / resigned attitude

(b) Quote two consecutive words from the same paragraph that reflect this same attitude. [1]

[Quotation/Vocabulary-Inferential]
“ocean Armageddon” 

] [1

he beach on n n n   HaHaHaHaHaHawawawawawawaiiiiiiiiiiii’s BBBBBBigigigigigig IIslslslslslslanananananannd? A
                                                                

e by roroorororoororoorooororororooooooroorororooroorooororooooroororororr adadaaddadaddaadadaaaddaddaddadddadadadaaaadadadadaddaaaaadadadaddddaaadadadda aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndnddnddddndndnddndndnddddnd ttttttttttttttthehhhhhhhhhhhhhh refooooorrerererererrrerrrrrrrr eeeeeeeexpecccctttttetetettetetttett d to bbbbbbeeeee e iiiinii  itstststststs ooooooririririririginal ununununununspspspspspsppoilt s
(1).

gggggggggg gggggg yyyyyyyyyyys Big ggggggggggggggggggggg Islaandnddndndndndndnndndndndndnndndndndndndndndndndndndndnddnddndddnddnddndndddndddddndndnndddndnddnnnnd, , onononononononnnnonnonnnonnnonnnnnonnnonnonnnnnonnnnnnnnnnnonn a beaaaaaaaaaaaaachcccccccccccccccccccccccc  thahahahahahahaaaaaaaahaaaaaahahaaaahaaaaaaaaaaaaahh t t tt t   tt t sseeminnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnglglglglglgglgglgllglgllllggggggglglglgglglglgglglglglglgggggglggglglllllgllllllllgggggggg y y yyyyy yyyyy y yyy y y y yyyyy y yyy yyyyyyyy yyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy shshshshshhshshhhshhshhshshshsshhhhhhshshhhshshhshshshould have bebebebebebeenenenenenn pristin
ked anknkkkkkkkknknkkknkkkknkkkkknkknknkknknkkkknkkknkkkknkkkkkkkleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee--deddeddededededededededed ep ggggggggggggththththththtttththththththtththhththththhhthtthttthttttttttttthttttttt rorororrrorrrrorrrorrrrororrorrorrrrorrrrrrrrrororrrrorouguguguguguguuguguguguguuuuguuguguuuuuuuuuuuuguuguguugggggggh h hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh mimimimimimimimmimmmimimimimimimimimimimimmimimiimiiimiiiimiimiiiimimmmmmmmmmmm crcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrccrcccrcrccrcrcrcrcccccrcrrrrrrrrrropopopopopopopopopopopppopopopoppopppopppopopopopppppopoopopoppoooooooo lalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalaalalaallalllll sticiccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccs.s.s.sss.ss.s.s.s.s.ss.s.s.s.ssss.ssssssssssssssssssssssss.s.s.
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writet r’ssssss pupupupupupurprprprprprposooooo e in
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16 Here is part of a conversation between two students, Lynn and Liam, who have read the article and are 
discussing solutions to the crisis posed by global plastic waste. 

[Evaluative]

(a) With reference to paragraph 6, how can Lynn explain her view? [1]

Waste pickers collect plastic waste which they sell to recycling shops.

(b) What evidence from paragraph 6 can Liam use to support his view?  [1] 

Establishing a solid waste management system is a cheaper option.

17 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the negative effects of ocean plastic on marine 
life and ways to overcome these effects.

Use only information from paragraphs 2-5. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 80 words, not 
counting the words given to help you begin.      [15]

Ocean plastic is a menace to marine life … 

Waste pickers 
help reduce 
plastic waste.

Lynn

They 
aren’t the 

best 
option.

Liam

view?

y ggggto recyclingggg sssshohohohopspspsps.

Liam usussssussssssssussussssussuuussuusuususseee eeeeeeeeeeee to ssssssupupupupupupuppupupuppupupuppupupupupupupupupupupupuupupupupupupuppppuppppuppppuppppupppuuppupppuppppppppppppppopoppppppopppopopopopopoppppopppopopopopopopopopopopopopopopoopooooppoooppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp rtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttttt hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhisisisisiiisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisssssisisisisisisisisis vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvieieieei w?

g yyyyyynagemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeneeenennnenenenenenenenennennneneeeeeeeeeee tttttttttttttt sysysysysysysysysysysysysysysyyysyyysyyysyysyyyyysyyysyyststttttsttttttttteemememmmemmeememmeemeeemee  is a chchchchchchchchccchchchchchcchchcchchhhhhhheaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee per optionnnn....

words as s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssss fafafafafafafafaffaffffffafffafffafffafafaffafffafaafaafaafafaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr asaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa  possis ble,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, sususssssssssssssssssssssssssssss mmarrrrrrrrisisisssissssssissisissisissisisisisisisisisisiisisii eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee gththththhththththhhhthththhhhhhhhhhthhhhththhhe negatiiiiveeee eeeeffffffffecececectstststs of o
yys to ovevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv rcrcrrcrcrcrrcrrrrrrrcrrrcrrcrcrr omoooooomooooooo e ththtththththttththtttthhttttthtttttttttttttttttt eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee efefeffefeffefefefffeffeffefefeffefffffffffffffefefeffefefefffffeffefefefeffffffffeffeffffefefeectctctctctctctctctctctctctcctctccctccttctcttttttttttttts.s.s.ssssssssss.ssssssssssss

yly gininininninnnnnnnnnnniinniiiiinninninnfofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoformmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ion frfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfromomomomomomommomomomomomomom ppppppppppppppppppppppaara agraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaphpphphphphphphphphphphphpphphphphhphppphppphppppppppphphpppp s s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 222222222222222222-5-5-5-555-5-555-5-5-55-5-55-5-55-5-5-5-555-5-5555-55555555-5555555555.
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Pt. From passage Own words
Negative effects
1 kill millions of marine animals every year They destroy/cause the death of many 

marine creatures,
2 endangered ones, are known to have been 

affected by it
some of which are at the risk/brink of 
extinction.

3 strangled by abandoned fishing nets or
discarded six-pack rings

Some marine creatures are choked to death 
by fishing nets or rings.
Allow: ‘fishing nets’ or ‘rings’

4 eat microplastics…leads to chronic hunger 
and death.

Some consume microplastics and starve to 
death.

5 It can also increase the chance of disease
due to the toxic chemicals that are contained 
in microplastics.

Others become sick from the poison in the 
microplastics.

Ways to overcome the effects
6 pick up garbage To reduce/overcome the menace to marine 

creatures, we can collect trash
7 dispose of it - landfilled, or burned to dump into a landfill, incinerate
8 recycle or reuse.
9 building the necessary institutions and 

systems
The government can establish a waste-
disposal system.

10 Industry can…design new plastics and new 
plastic products that are either 
biodegradable or more recyclable.

Manufacturers can create decomposable or 
easy-to-reuse plastics and plastic items. 
Allow: biodegradable

**** The End ****

y cananananann…d…d…d…d…d…design
produ
b

ydestroy/c/c/c/c/c/causeeeeee the
marine creeeeeeatatatatataturururururureeseseseses,

en some oooooof f f f f f whwhwhwhwhwhiiiicici h arararararareeeeee atatatatatat the
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about how people view themselves.
The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in 
each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2pm. at

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

It is a common belief among psychologists that people’s perceptions of 

himself should be taken with a grain of salt, because they are often 

thought to be positive biased and less accurate than the judgments 

supplied by others. However, according to new research, people are 

actually best at judging their own personalities than scientists previously 

assumed. If anything, people tend to view themselves more negatively 

then others do. On average, people are unlikely to overhype their traits 

more than their family, friends or colleagues. This discrepancies in the 

ratings you supply for yourself versus those provided by others might has 

more to do with other people than with you. This is because it was difficult 

of people to understand and accurately judge another person’s innermost 

self, which may lead to skewed results.

1. ___________

2. ___________

3. ___________

4.  ___________

5. ___________

6. ___________

7. ___________

8. ___________

9. ___________

10. ___________
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Section B [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh piece of writing paper.

You are advised to write between 250 to 350 words for this section.

You should use the information given on page 3, study the information carefully and plan 
your answer before beginning to write. 

Your school’s Education and Career Guidance (ECG) committee has launched a website 
called InternSG, which advertises the various internships and working attachments that 
are available for secondary school students during the June holidays. As someone 
seeking to gain on-the-job experience and skills in preparation for your future career, you 
would like to apply for one of the programmes offered on the website. 

Write an email to the ECG teacher-in-charge. You must:

state which of the internships you would like to apply for and explain why you are 
interested
suggest ways on how you can contribute to the company you will be working at 
explain how you think you will benefit from your chosen internship

Write your email in clear, accurate English and in an enthusiastic tone, showing your 
keenness to be involved in one of the internships available.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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The One-Stop 
Internship Portal for 

CHR Students
Want to spend your June holidays more meaningfully? 
Apply for one of the internships or attachments listed below!

 
 Company: W39 Bistro & Bakery 

Designation: Service Crew  
Industry: Food Services/ Food & Beverages 
 
Job description 
All service crew will learn: 
- basic operating procedures 
- how to interact with customers  
- skill of making artisanal drinks

 
A positive work attitude and the ability to learn 
quickly are essential for this internship. 

Company: Daniel Chia Photography 
Designation: Photography Intern
Industry: Media/ Photography 
 
Job description 
The intern will: 
- assist a Senior Photographer in a photoshoot 
- do photo retouching in Adobe Photoshop  
- handle the operations of the studio 
 
Applicants must be willing to learn, is a good 
team player and has an eye for detail. 

 

Company: Out of the Box Kids’ Club 
Designation: Primary School Teaching Intern 
Industry: Education 
 
Job description 
As a teaching intern, you will: 
- support the main teachers in conducting classes 
- prepare teaching resources and materials  
- assist in the centre's operation and administrative 

duties 
 

Animated, outgoing individuals who are patient with 
children should apply. 
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Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 350 to 500 words on one of the following topics. 

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1. Environmental damage is a worthwhile outcome of economic development. What are 
your views? 

2. “I didn’t expect my friend to react that way at all!” Write about a time when this 
happened.

3. Social media is a waste of time. Do you agree?

4. ‘When there’s a will, there’s a way.’ Is determination always necessary in order to 
achieve success?

*** END OF PAPER ***

Setter: Ms NurulJannah
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Text 1

Study the poster below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the Question Booklet. 

Source: https://www.kabc.wa.gov.au

Join the hundreds of other 
individuals and groups who 
have joined the Adopt-a-Spot 
Programme!
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Section B

Text 2

In the text below, the writer narrates her experience of a trek in the Andes. Read it
carefully and answer Questions 5 – 15 in the Question Booklet.

1

2

3

4

5

6

The pain was worth it, I decided, as I heard my husband groan, roll out of 
bed, and stumble like a wooden soldier towards the bathroom. I knew that 
as long as I lay there, motionless, I would not suffer likewise. Our problem 
was that our muscles were unimaginably taut after one of the most 
stimulating experiences of our lives, for we had spent the last couple of days 
‘on top of the world’ – trekking in the Andes.

We had left Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, three days before, and taken an 11-
hour bus journey overnight to Mérida, a university town 1,500 metres above 
sea level in the lower region of that great mountain range. After a day to 
acclimatise in this lovely old city, we organised ourselves for the object of 
the exercise – to take the longest and highest cable car in the world to the 
top of the beautiful Venezuelan Andes.

With clear skies on a crisp January morning, we were transported gently 
onwards for 30 minutes in four stages to almost 5,000 metres. From the 
base of the teleferico, each stage had taken us approximately 1,000 metres 
higher. By stage three, we were beginning to feel the effects of the altitude, 
our pulse rates began to increase, heads started to throb and we were 
breathing more rapidly as our bodies demanded more oxygen than our usual 
breaths would provide. Although we could have stopped there, we had opted 
for the final cable car run, an extremely steep climb. We disembarked on top 
of Pico Espejo (Mirror Peak), only about 70 metres below the highest peak 
in Venezuela, Pico Bolivar, which then faced us.

What wonderful views greeted us at that altitude! We could almost touch the 
snow-clad Pico Bolivar, looking majestic, ancient and wise, lording 
everything beneath, over time and space. Below rushed the tiny meandering 
river, a moving silver thread woven into the dark fabric of the mountain. No 
superlative is capable of describing what we witnessed! It placed humankind 
firmly into insignificance as only minute specks on the landscape.

Where we were standing was sheltered, but the cold was very noticeable, 
even through our winter clothes. Moving into that freezing wind, with all its 
chill factor, brought home to us the reality and extremity of our location. 
When we had taken photos, we returned to the lower level. We then started
out on our next objective – a trek across a mountain pass to the small village 
of Los Nevados (The Snowfalls). The time was 11am. We hoped to be able 
to spend the night at Los Nevados before returning to Mérida the following 
day.

The journey ahead was only 14.5 kilometres, normally well within a day’s 
walking distance. We set off in our stout walking boots, jeans, shirts and 
fleeces, carrying a pack with wind proofs, sun hats, bottles of water and 
basics for overnight. Although well-trodden, the route was far from 
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straightforward, with steep, snaking climbs that seemed to stretch to infinity 
and induced in us a feeling of being no bigger than ants and more 
vulnerable to the whims of the elements. The way was strewn with gravel, 
fine sand and boulders of varying sizes. Only occasionally did we find the 
luxury of a lush green cushion beneath our feet. It is not a journey to be 
undertaken by the faint-hearted or feeble-bodied!

Four hours had passed, and all we could see were barren mountains. The 
route was devoid of other travellers; the only sign of human habitation was a 
couple of tiny, isolated dwellings. By now I was looking hopefully for our 
destination, aware that fatigue was making itself felt, that I had not used 
sufficient protection from the UV light – sunglasses, lip balm and sun cream 
are a must – and that we should have taken a first aid kit with us to treat the 
blisters on our heels. But there was no village within sight, even distantly. 
We had no choice but to press on.

Adapted from ‘Trek in the Andes’ by Rosemarie Alecio

45

50
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Section C
Text 3

In the article below, Cameron Kasky shared about how he coped after surviving a 
school shooting. Read it carefully and answer Questions 16 – 21 in the Question 
Booklet.

1 On 14 February 2018 a former student entered Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland Florida armed with an AR-15 semi-automatic rifle. 
After 6 minutes and 20 seconds of carnage, three teachers and fourteen of 
Cameron Kasky's fellow students lay dead.

2 This was not the shooting with the most casualties in the history of the 
United States. However, it was the reaction of the teenage Parkland 
students immediately after the events of that day that made the response 
to this attack unique. An outraged determination set in among Kasky and a 
small group of his friends. Starting the night of the attack, Kasky and a 
handful of his classmates took to social media, demanding stricter gun 
control laws and the right to be able to go to school without the fear of 
being killed. As they typed and posted, the hashtag #NeverAgain went 
viral. 

5

10

3 After a while, Kasky realised that he was doing broadcast interviews, 
writing online comment pieces and he took part in a televised town-hall 
event. Standing in front of a large crowd of his peers and neighbours, he 
confronted Florida Senator Marco Rubio over the money he had received 
from the National Rifle Association (NRA). The room exploded into cheers. 
He had just put one of the nation's most prominent politicians on the spot, 
live on national television.

15

20

4 In the month after the attack, Florida governor Rick Scott signed a bill that 
placed stricter age restrictions on gun purchases and provided funding for 
mental health services in the state. On a federal level, rifles that can be 
fired more rapidly have been banned, but their other demands have been 
resisted. 25

5

6

As the first anniversary of the Parkland massacre approaches, Kasky is, 
despite this, sanguine about the movement's achievements. Even though 
they have not gotten all the legislative victories they want with gun control, 
at the end of the day, there is victory in the sense that Parkland is not the 
city that one instantly thinks of people mourning and running away from a 
problem. He believes that when people hear of Parkland, they think of 
something larger and stronger than the shooter. That being said, he is 
critical of himself, and the decisions he made in the immediate aftermath of 
the attack.

Kasky feels that he was too confrontational. It showed that sometimes how 
people feel about things can get in the way of their objective thinking. 
There is one statement he particularly regrets, a remark to Marco Rubio in 
the town hall debate: "Senator Rubio, it's hard to look at you and not look 
down the barrel on an AR-15 and not look at…" and here he named the 
shooter - something that the young campaigners quickly decided they 
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40
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would not do, to deny him the fame, or infamy, he may have sought.

In many ways his confrontation with Senator Rubio was very positive, in a 
sense that it reminded a lot of people his age that politicians are just like 
anybody else. However he did it in such a vitriolic way that he doesn’t find 
it to have been very meaningful and productive. The activism that he and 
others threw themselves into in the days after the shooting was a way of 
dealing with the pain and the sense of helplessness. 

Eventually, everything caught up with him - and it was compounded by the 
mistakes he felt he made along the way. He now struggles with depression 
and anxiety. 

"I think the more you think about how right you are and how wrong 
everybody else is, the less you'll learn. A lot of people in this country get 
stuck in bubbles - especially because of social media,” he reflected after 
the whole experience.

45

50

Adapted from ‘Cameron Kasky: How being a student gun control activist took its toll’ by 
Tom Gillett, BBC, February 13, 2019

-END OF PAPER-

Setters: Miss Angeline and Miss Sarah Oh
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 What intended effect do the words ‘The difference is you’ have on the readers?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

2 Refer to the statement ‘Free bags, gloves, tongs and insurance supplied.’

What does this suggest about the organisers of the Adopt-a-Spot programme?

(i) ‘Free bags, gloves, tongs’ suggests ………...……….………………...............

…………………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

(ii) ‘insurance supplied’ suggests …………………….…………………….............

…………………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

3 How does the poster suggest the current popularity of the Adopt-a-Spot 
programme?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

4 What are the two ways readers can join the Adopt-a-Spot programme?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 15.

5 In Paragraph 1, we are told that the writer heard her husband ‘stumble like a 
wooden soldier towards the bathroom.’

What do the words ‘stumble’ and ‘wooden’ tell you about her husband’s 
movement? 

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [2]

6 ‘I knew that as long as I lay there, motionless, I would not suffer likewise.’ 
(lines 2-3)

What did the writer expect to ‘suffer’ from moving?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

7 In Paragraph 2, what word did the writer use to show that she and her husband 
needed time to adjust to the new conditions on the mountain range?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

8 Using your own words, identify two ‘effects of the altitude’. (line 16) 

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….…………………….................

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [2]

9 In Paragraph 4, we are told that Pico Bolivar looked ‘majestic, ancient and wise, 
lording everything beneath, over time and space’.
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What is the writer comparing Pico Bolivar with?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

10 In Paragraph 4, what is unusual and effective about the phrase ‘below rushed the 
tiny meandering river’?

(i) It is unusual because ….………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

(ii) It is effective because …………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

11 In Paragraph 4, we see the distinction which the writer makes between the 
mountain and the river. Which two separate phrases emphasise this contrast most 
clearly?

Objects of contrast Phrases from the passage

Mountain

River

        [1]

12 In Paragraph 6, the writer sets off to the village. Explain how the language used in 
paragraph 6 indicates that the route to the village was a difficult one.
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Support your ideas with three details from the paragraph.

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [3]

13 ‘Only occasionally did we find the luxury of a lush green cushion beneath our feet.’ 
(lines 44-45)

What does ‘lush green cushion’ refer to?

……………………………………………………………………………….…………... [1]

14 From Paragraph 7, give two ways in which the writer could have been better 
prepared for the trip.

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….…………... [2]
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15 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s experience of her trek in the Andes.
Complete the flow chart by choosing the correct phrase from the box to summarise 
her experience on the mountain range. There are extra phrases in the box you do 
not need to use.

Experiences on the Andes

taking the cable car ride                       braving the extreme cold

enjoying the breathtaking views             trudging through tough terrains

feeling contemplative                             getting lost in the mountains

persevering through the long journey

Flow chart

Paragraphs 2-3: (i) taking the cable car ride

Paragraph 4: (ii) …………………………………………..

Paragraph 5: (iii) …………………………………………..

Paragraph 6: (iv) …………………………………………..

Paragraph 7: (v) …………………………………………..

[4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 16 – 21.

16 (a) Which one word in Paragraph 1 tells us that many people died in the 
           shooting?

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

(b) How is the use of the word effective in describing the shooting?

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

17 In Paragraph 2, the writer tells us that ‘it was the reaction of the teenage Parkland 
students immediately after the events of the day that made the response to this 
attack unique.’ (lines 6 - 8)

Explain in your own words what the teenage Parkland students did on social 
media.

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [2]

18 In Paragraph 3, the room ‘exploded in cheers’ during the televised town-hall event.

Explain why the audience reacted this way.

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [2]
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19 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Rui Fang and Rahmat, who 
have read this article.

(a) Give two examples from paragraph 4 that Rui Fang can give to support her 
view.

(i) ……………………………………………………………………………….………

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………....... [1]

(ii) ……………………………………………………………………………….………

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………....... [1]

(b) Which phrase in Paragraph 4 can Rahmat use to support his view?

….………..……………………...……………………….…………………….............. [1]

20 In Paragraph 9, the writer feels that ‘A lot of people in this country get stuck in 
bubbles’ (lines 52 - 53).

What do the ‘bubbles’ refer to?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………….

……………..……………………...……………………….……………………............ [1]

Rui Fang
Kasky had 

successfully spread 
the message on gun 

control.

Rahmat
I think the outcome 

was not very 
successful.
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21 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the achievements and the 
regrets of Cameron Kasky as he set out to advocate for gun control after the 
shooting.

Use only information from Paragraphs 5 to 7.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Kasky believes that the movement succeeded because ……...……………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….….

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

No. of Words: [15]

– End of Paper –

Setters: Miss Angeline and Miss Sarah Oh
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Answer Scheme

Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about how people view themselves. 
The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in 
each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2pm. at

My mother always wears sensible clothes.

It is a common belief among psychologists that people’s perceptions of 

himself should be taken with a grain of salt, because they are often 

thought to be positive biased and less accurate than the judgments 

supplied by others. However, according to new research, people are 

actually best at judging their own personalities than scientists previously 

assumed. If anything, people tend to view themselves more negatively 

then others do. On average, people are unlikely to overhype their traits 

more than their family, friends or colleagues. This discrepancies in the 

ratings you supply for yourself versus those provided by others might has

more to do with other people than with you. This is because it was

difficult of people to understand and accurately judge another person’s 

innermost self, which may lead to skewed results.

1 themselves (pr)

2 positively (wf)

3

4 better (wf)

5

6 than (ww)

7 These (plu)

8 have (SVA)

9 is (T)

10 for (prep)

gists thhhatatataatatatattatatatttatttttaaa ppppppppppppppppppeoeoeoeoeoeooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooplplppplplplpplplplplplpplplplplppppplplplpppplplplppplppplplplplppppppppppppppppppppplpplppppplplplplplpplppllplplppppppppppppppppp ee’e’e’e’e’eeeeeee’e’e’e’e’e’ee’e’e’e’e’eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s sssssssssssssssssssss sssssss s s  s  pepepeppepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepercrcrrcrcrrcrcrrrrcrcrccccccrcrcrcrrcccrcrrccrcrccccccccccccccrccrccccrcrcrcccccrcrcccccccrcrccccrrcccccccrcccccccepepepepepepe tionnnnnnssssss ofofofofofof

h a grgrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrgrrrrrrrrrrggg aiaiaiiaiiaiaiaiiaiiiaiaiaaiiaiaiaaaaaiaiiaiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ofofoooooofoooofofoofooofofoofooofooooofooooooooooooooffff sssssssssssssssssssalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalt,tttttttt  beccccccccccccccauauauauuauuauauuuuuuauauauuuuuuuuuuauauauauauuuuuuuuuuuuuse ttttttttthhhehehehhhhhehehehhehehehhheheh y arrrrrreeeeee ofofofofofoftennnnnn

ve biiasassasssssasassssasasasasasssssasassasasassassssssssssssssa edeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  andndnndndndndndndndndndndnndndndndnnndndnnnnnnnndndndndnnndddddddddddddd llllllllllllllllllllesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesssesessesssessssesesseeeeeee sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss acacacacacaccacacacacaccaccacaccccacaccccacacaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa cucucucucucucucucuucuucucuuuucuucuuucuuucucucucucuucuccucucuuucuucuucuuuuccc rarararararrararararararrrarrararrrararrararararararrrrarrarararaaaaaaaaaatetetteteteteteeteteteteteeteteetettetetetetetetttetetttttetteteeteeeeeeeeeetetee ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn thtttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt e judgdgdgdgdgdgmemmmmm ntttttts ssssss

y otheeeeeeeeeeeeeersrsrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr . HoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoH weeeeeveveveveveveveeveveveveveveeveveveevevevevevevveeevveeveveevveveveveeveveevevveveveever,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r,r, acacacacacacacacacacaaaaaaaaaaa cococococccococococococccoccccoccoccccocococccococccococcccccoccocoooooooordrdrdrdrddrdrdrdrdrdrdrrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrrdrdrrrrrdrrdrrrrdddddddddininninininininininnninininninnninninniiiniininnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg tototttttotttttttttttttttttttt nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnewewewewewewewewewewewewewewewewwewewewewewweewweweweeeeeweeeweeweeeweeeweweeewewewewewwewewwwewweewweewwwewwwwwwww rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrresesesesesesesesseseesesesessseeseseeseseesesesesseesseseseseeesseesseesesssssssessssseseseaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaaaeaeaeaeaeaaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeeaeaaeaeeaeaeaeeeaeaeaeaeaeaaeeeaeeeaeeaeaeaaaarcrcrcrrrrrrccccrcrcrrrccrcrrrrcccrrrr h, peppppp opopopopopoplelelelelele aaaaaaare
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4. 

1 What intended effect do the words ‘The difference is you’ have on the readers?

It is to cause the readers to feel significant/important/ have the power to make 
a difference/ to want to play a part in keeping places litter-free. [1]

X make a difference (don’t beg the question) OR

It is to persuade the readers to join the programme by making them feel a sense 
of ownership/ responsibility/ duty over public places. [1]

X self-righteousness, guilt, get readers personally involved.

2 Refer to the statement ‘Free bags, gloves, tongs and insurance supplied.’

What does this suggest about the organisers of the Adopt-a-Spot programme? 

(i) ‘free bags, gloves, tongs’ suggests that the organisers provide a fuss-free/
convenient programme for its participants/ are thoughtful/ kind/
considerate/ well prepared. [1]

X provide tools for the activities (students should be describing a trait based on 
what the organisers do.)

(ii) ‘insurance supplied’ suggests that the organisers are concerned about
safety or well-being/ take care of the safety of its participants. [1] 

3 How does the poster suggest the current popularity of the Adopt-a-Spot 
programme?

It stated that there is a large number (‘hundreds’) of existing participants. [1] 

4 What are the two ways readers can join the Adopt-a-Spot programme?

Readers can register online or through calls. [1]
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Award mark only when both ways are mentioned.
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 15. 

5 In Paragraph 1, we are told that the writer heard her husband ‘stumble like a 
wooden soldier towards the bathroom.’ 

What do the words ‘stumble’ and ‘wooden’ tell you about her husband’s 
movement? 

‘Stumble’ suggests that her husband’s movement was clumsy. [1]
‘Wooden’ suggests that the movement was stiff/ awkward/ limited. [1] 

6 ‘I knew that as long as I lay there, motionless, I would not suffer likewise.’ 
(lines 2-3)

What did the writer expect to ‘suffer’ from moving? 

Body aches/ muscle aches/ pain from taut muscles/ cramps [1]

7 In Paragraph 2, what word did the writer use to show that she and her husband 
needed time to adjust to the new conditions on the mountain range? 

acclimatise [1]

8 Using your own words, identify two ‘effects of the altitude’. (line 16) 

Original text: ‘our pulse rates began to increase’ (line 17)

IYOW: heart started to race/ beat faster/ accelerate/ palpitate [1]

Original text: ‘heads started to throb’ (line 17)

IYOW: headache/ migraine [1]

Original text: ‘we were breathing more rapidly as our bodies demanded more 
oxygen than our usual breaths would provide’ (lines 17 – 19)

IYOW: experience shortness of breath/ inhaled faster [1]

X Breathing difficulties

Award up to 2m for any of the points above.
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9 In Paragraph 4, we are told that Pico Bolivar looked ‘majestic, ancient and wise, 
lording everything beneath, over time and space’. 

What is the writer comparing Pico Bolivar with?

God/ Deity [1] 

10 In Paragraph 4, what is unusual and effective about the phrase ‘below rushed the 
tiny meandering river’?

Literary device: Paradox
In reality, the water in the river is fast moving, however from the peak, it looks like
it is meandering.

(i) It is unusual because ‘meandering’ refers to slow moving waters, but
‘rushed’ describes gushing waters. [1]

(ii) It is effective because it highlights how the river seemed slow moving
from high altitudes. [1]

11 In paragraph 4, we see the distinction which the writer makes between the 
mountain and the river. Which two separate phrases emphasise this contrast most 
clearly?

Objects of contrast Phrases from the passage

Mountain dark fabric

River silver thread 

 [1]

Apply ‘excess denied’ if students quoted more words than they should.
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12 In Paragraph 6, the writer sets off to the village. Explain how the language used in 
paragraph 6 indicates that the route to the village was a difficult one? Support your 
ideas with three details from the paragraph.

o ‘steep, snaking climbs’ suggests that the route was perilous/ precipitous/
dangerous and winding/ twisting.

o ‘(seemed to) stretch to infinity’ suggests that the path was extremely long/
tedious to complete/ appeared endless/ never-ending.

o ‘vulnerable to the whims of the elements’ suggests that the path was exposed
to weather elements.

o ‘strewn with gravel, fine sand and boulders of varying sizes’ indicates that the
road was rocky/ uneven/ rugged/ rough and thus not easy/ challenging to
walk or hike on.

Award up to 3m for any of the points above.

13 ‘Only occasionally did we find the luxury of a lush green cushion beneath our feet.’ 
(lines 44-45)

What does ‘lush green cushion’ refer to?

Grass or grass patches [1]

14 From Paragraph 7, give two ways in which the writer could have been better 
prepared for the trip.

The writer could have brought sunglasses, lip balm and sun cream on the trip.
[1]

The writer could have brought along the first aid kit. [1] 
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rassssssssssssssssss orooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo grgrgrgrgrggrgrgrgrgrgrggrgrgrgrgrgrggggggrgrgggrgrgrgrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrasasasasasasasasasasassasasaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss pappp tcheheheheheheheeheeheheheheheheeheheeeeheheeeeeeeeeeheheheheheheeeheehhehhhhhheehhheehhheessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss [1[1[[[1[1[1[[[1[[[1[1[[[[[[[[[[[[1[[1[[[[1[[1[1[1[1[1[1]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]

Paraaaaaaaaaaaaaagrgrgrgrgggrgrgggrggrgrgrgggggggrrrgrgrrrgrrggggggg apapaapapapapapapapppapappappaapppppppppapapppppapppppapapapapaphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 7, gigigigigigiveveveveveve ttttwtt o
for theeeeee ttttttririririririp.p.p.pp.p.
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[Turn over

15 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s experience of her trek in the Andes. 
Complete the flow chart by choosing the correct phrase from the box to summarise 
her experience on the mountain range. There are extra phrases in the box you do 
not need to use.

Experiences on the Andes

taking the cable car ride      braving the extreme cold

enjoying the breathtaking views             trudging through tough terrains

feeling contemplative              getting lost in the mountains

persevering through the long journey

Flow chart

Paragraphs 2-3: (i) taking the cable car ride

Paragraph 4: (ii) enjoying the breathtaking views         

Paragraph 5: (iii) braving the extreme cold

Paragraph 6: (iv) trudging through tough terrains

Paragraph 7: (v) persevering through the long journey

[4]

ragrapapapapapaphhhhhh 666666:

he cabababbbabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblel  carrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrididididididididididididididididididididididididididideeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

graph 444444444444444444444444444444444444444444:: (i(i(((((((i(i(i(i(i(i(i((i(i(((i(((i(i(((i(i((i((iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii)i)ii)i)i)i)i)iii)i)iiiiii)i)ii)i)i)i)i))i))))))))))) enjojojojojojojojojojojojojojjojojojojojjjojojojjjojojojojjojjjjjjojoooooooooooooyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiiyiyyiiiiiyiyyyyiyiyiiyyyyyyyyyyyy ngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnngnnnnnngnnnnnnnnnnnnn ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehhhehhhehhhehhhehehhhhhehhehhhhhhheeeeeeeee bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrerereerereerererereererereereeeeereeeeeeererereeerererrrrrreeereerrrrrrrrerererer atataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa httttttttttttakakkkakkakakkakakkkakkkakakakakkakakakakakakkakakakakakakakakkkakakakaakakakaaakakaakaaakakkkakakaaaakaaakaaakaaakakkkkaaaking viiiiiiewewewewewews 

PaPaaaPaPaPaaPaaPaaPaPaPaPaPPaPPaPaPaPaPaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaararararararararararararrararararrarrararararrararrrarraraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaagrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgggggrgrggggrgggggggggggggg aapapapapapapapapapapapaapapapapaaapapapapaaapaapapapapapappppppppppppphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 5555555555555555555: (iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) brbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrrbbrbbrbrbrbbbrbrrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbbrbrbbbrbrbbrbbbbbbbrbbbbrrbrrrrrbrrbrbrrbbravavavavavavavavvvavavavvvvavvvavvvavavinininininnininininnininininnininnnninnininnininniinggggggggggg the exexexexexextrtrtrtrtrtremeeeee e co

(i(i(i(i((iv) tr
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the insert for Questions 16 – 21. 

16 (a) Which one word in Paragraph 1 tells us that many people died in the 
     shooting?

The word is ‘carnage’. [1]

(b) How is the use of the word effective in describing the shooting?

The word is effective in emphasising the violent/ brutal/ vicious/ barbaric
nature of the killing/shooting. [1]

17 In paragraph 2, the writer tells us that ‘it was the reaction of the teenage Parkland 
students immediately after the events of the day that made the response to this 
attack unique.’ (lines 6 - 8)

Explain in your own words what the teenage Parkland students did on social 
media.

Original words from the passage: ‘demanding stricter gun control laws’ and ‘the 
right to be able to go to school without the fear of being killed’  

They insisted on tighter management of firearms. [1] 

The students also asked to be given the assurance that they can attend 
lessons without their lives being threatened/without being afraid of losing 
their lives. [1]

18 In Paragraph 3, the room ‘exploded in cheers’ during the televised town-hall event.

Explain why the audience reacted this way.

They exploded in cheers because Kasky confronted the senator over the 
money he had received from the NRA. [1]

They also cheered because he just put one of the nation’s most prominent 
politicians on the spot, live on national television. [1]

he reactttioioioioioion n n nnn ofofofofofof tttttthehehehehehe teena
the day tttttthahahahahahat ttttt mamamamamamadee tttttthehhhhh rrrrrreseeeeee po

s whhhhhataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa  theeeeeeeeeeeeee tttttttttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nananananananananananananananananannanananaaananananananaaanananananaananananananannaananananananaannaaannanannaaanaanaanaaanaaaaanaaaaannanaaananaagegeggegegegegeggegggegegegegegegegegegeggegegeggegegegegegegggeggegegegegegeggggegegegegggegeggegegegeggegegegegeggegegegegegeeeegeeegeeggegegegeegegegegegegeegegeegeggggegegeeeeggeeggeegeeggegggegeggeeeeeggggg PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPararaaaaaaaraaaraarararaaraararaaaaraarararararararararararrrrrrrrrrrrklkklklklklkkkklkklkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkklkllklanananananandddddd ststststststududududududeenenenenents did on

s frommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm the papapapapapapapaapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapaapapaapaaapaapppppppppppppppppppppp ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssagagaagaggaggagagagagagagagagagagagagagagaaaaagagagagagagagagagaagagagaagagagaaaaagaaaagaaggggggggggggge:e:e:e:e:e:eee:e:e:e:e:e:ee:e:e:ee:e:eeee:e:e:::::::::::::::::::: ‘d‘d‘d‘d‘d‘d‘d‘d‘d‘‘d‘d‘d‘d‘d‘d‘‘d‘d‘d‘d‘‘dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddememememeemeememememememememeemememememeemmemeememeemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmananananananananananananananaaananaaanaanananananananananananaannanannannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndiddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd nggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg stricteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer r rrrrrrrr gggggguggggggggggg n cocococoococococococococococcocooontntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntn rororororororororororoororororoooror lll lllllllll laws’
e able to gggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo tototototottototototototottotototttttototttotottotototttototototttotottotototoottootooooooooooooooooooooo school withthtthththththtthththttthtththtttthttttthttttttttththththththhththhththhhhhhththtttthtttt ouoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo t the  fefefefefefefefeffefefefefefeeefeefffefefeeffffefefefefefefeeeeeeefffefefeeeefffefeefffffefeefeeeearararararararararrarararararararararararararararrararrararrrrarrarararrrarrararraaaaaaaaaaa oof being kikikkikikikikikkillllllllllllledededededededededdedededededededed’’’’’’’’’’’’’

Theyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ininiininninnininininininniiinnininniini siststststststststststststststststststededeedeededeeedeeee ononononononononoonooonoooonononononononoononoonooononooooonooooo tttttttttttttigigiiiiiiiiiii hthththhthhthththhthhthththhhthththththtththttttttttttttttttttttttterererererererrererrererererrrerrerererererererererereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmananannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnaannagagagagagagagagagagaggaggagagagagagaggaaagagaggagaggaggggaggaggagaaaagagaaaaagaagaagememememememememememememmmemememmememmmmemmmmmmmmmmmemmmmmmmmemmemeneneeneneneneneneneenenenenneeeenneneeneneenneneennnneenenenennenneeeeneneneneeenenee t of firrrrrreaeaeaeaeaearmrmrmrmrmr s. [1]

ThThThThThThThThThThThThThTheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee stststststststststststststststsststststssstssststsssstststststststssstststttttttttttududududududdudududuudududududududududududuududddddddddddddddddddu eneneneneeeeneneeeeeneeeeeeeeneneneeneneeneeneeeeeennntsssssssssssss aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalsso asasasasasasassasassasasssassassasasasasassasassasssssassasasssasaaaasssasaasassaaasaaaasaaasaaaaskekekekekekekekekeekekekekekekekekekeekeekeeeekeekekkkekkkkekkkkekekekkekkedddddddddddddddddddddddd totttt  be gigigigigigig veveveveveven nnnnn the a
lessssssssssssssssssssssssssssooonoooooooooooooooo s wiwiwiwiwiwwiwiwiwwiwiwwwwiwiwwiwwwwwiwwwwwwwwwiiwiiwwwwwwwww ththtttththtttthhttthtt ouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuut t ttt ttttt ttttttttttttt tttt t t t t t t t tttt ttttttttt ththhthththhhhhththththththhthttttttttttttttttt eieeieeieieieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee r rrrrr r r rrrrrrr lilllllllllllllllllllll vevevvvvvvvevevvvvevevevvvvvevvevvvvvvvvvv s beeeeeeinininininngggggg ttthttt reat
heiiiiiiiiiirrr r rr rrrrrrrrr rrr llllllilillllllllllllliilllll veveveveveveeeeveveeeeveveveevevevevees.s.s.sss.............. [1[1[111[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[11[1[1[11[1[11111[1[11[111[11[1111[111[11111111[111[[[[ ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]

aph 333333,,,,,, ththththththeeeeee room

the
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19 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Rui Fang and Rahmat, who 
have read this article.

(a) Give two examples from Paragraph 4 that Rui Fang can give to support her
view.

(i) Rick Scott signed a bill to have stricter age restrictions on gun
purchases. [1]

(ii) Rifles that can be fired more rapidly have been banned. [1]

(b) Which phrase in Paragraph 4 can Rahmat use to support his view?

The phrase is ‘their other demands have been resisted’. [1]

20 In Paragraph 9, the writer feels that ‘A lot of people in this country get stuck in 
bubbles’ (lines 52 - 53).

What do the ‘bubbles’ refer to?

The bubbles refer to the fixed mindset or narrow/specific way of thinking that
the people have. [1]

21 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the achievements and the 
regrets of Cameron Kasky as he set out to advocate for gun control after the 
shooting.

Use only information from Paragraphs 5 to 7.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

No. Type From Passage Paraphrased

Rui Fang
Kasky had 

successfully spread 
the message on gun 

control.

Rahmat
I think the outcome 

was not very 
successful.

Fang ccaan ggive 

stricter agggeeeeeeeeee rererererrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr sstststsstttsssttstsssttttssststttssttststtttstriririricccctioooonsnsnsns oooonnnn ggggun

be fffffffffffffffffffffffiririrririrrrrirrriririririrrrrrirriririrrirrrriri ededeedeededeeeeeedeedededededdedededededededddedeeedededeedddedd mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmororrrorrorrorrrorooooooooo e eee rapipipipipipipipipipipippipipiiiiiiidldldldldldldlddldldddldlddlllllllllllllly havevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv  beeeeeeeennnn baannnnnnnnedededed. [1]]

ich phhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhrararrrrrrrarrrrarrararrrrarrrarrarrararararraase iinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn PaPaaPaPaPaPaPaPaPPaPPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPPPPPaPPPPPPPPPaPaPaaaaaaaaaaarararararararaaraaaraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaagrggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg apapapapapapapapapapapapapaappapapappapapapaaaaaaaaaaapapphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 4444444444444444444444444444444 cacacacacacacacacacacaaacacacaacacacaacaaaacacaaaaaaacaaacaaaaacc n RaRahmhmhmmmmhmhmhmmmmmhmhmhmhmmmhmhmmmmmhmhmhmhmhmhmmmmhhhhmhmmhmhmatatatatatatattatatatttatattttatatatatatattaatatatatatattaattttatatatatattatttaaattt uuuuuuuuuuuuuusssesssssssssssssssss  to susususupppppppporooort his vi

Theeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee phpppppppppppppppp rarararararararararrrrrarrarararararararrrarararraarrrararrrrrrarr ssssssesssssssssssss  is ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ththhththththhthhhhhthtttttt eieeeeeeeeeeeee r r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr otoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo her dededededededededededededededededededeedeedededdeeddddddededddeeeeeeeededed mamamamammamamamamaamammamamamamamamamamamamaamaamamammaaaamamaamaammamamm ndndndndndndndndddndndndndnddndndndndndndnddndnndndndnddnndnnnndndndddddddnddddddds sssss ssss ssss sssssssssssssssssssssssssss hahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahhhhhahhhhhhhh vvevvvvvvvvvvvvvvv bbbbeeeeeeeennnn rerereresist

aragagagagggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggrarararararararrarrarrrrrarararrrraaarrrrraaaaaaphphhhhhhhhhphphphphhphphphphphphhpphphphphhhphphphhhhhphhhphhhhhphph 99999999999999999999999999999999999999,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ththhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee wrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwrwwrrwrwrwwwwwrwrwrrrrrwrwrrwwwwww ititiitititititiittttttttittttttttttter ffffeeeeeeeelslslsls tttthahhh t ‘A
es’ ((((((((((((((((((lililililililiililiiiliiliiiiilililllll nenenennnennenenennnnennenenennenenennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn sssssss 5252525252525252525252525522525252525525252525225252525552252525252252 - 53).).

the ‘bububububblblblbleseseses’ refe

s refer
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1 Regret they have not gotten all 
the legislative victories 
they want with gun 
control (line 28)

Parkland did not 
succeed in getting all the 
gun control laws they
wanted to be 
implemented.

2 Achievement there is victory in the 
sense that Parkland is 
not the city that one 
instantly thinks of people 
mourning and running 
away from a problem
(lines 29 – 31)

Parkland is not 
remembered/recognised 
as a city of sad and 
wimpy people

3 Achievement when people hear of 
Parkland, they think of 
something larger and 
stronger than the shooter
(lines 31 – 32)

They are known to be 
stronger than the 
assailant. 

4 Regret Kasky feels that he was 
too confrontational. (line 
35)

He thought that he was 
too aggressive and

5 Regret It showed that sometimes 
how people feel about 
things can get in the way 
of their objective thinking.
(lines 35 – 36)

it revealed how emotions 
can mar the clarity of 
thoughts

6 Regret There is one statement 
he particularly regrets, a 
remark to Marco Rubio in 
the town hall debate
(lines 37 – 38)

He was remorseful 
about what he said to 
the senator

7 Regret he named the shooter -
something that the young 
campaigners quickly 
decided they would not 
do, to deny him the fame, 
or infamy, he may have 
sought (lines 39 – 41)

because he named the 
shooter, something that 
might give the shooter
recognition

8 Achievement it reminded a lot of 
people his age that 
politicians are just like 
anybody else (lines 43 – 
44)

He helped other youths 
see that politicians are 
mere mortals, 

9 Regret he did it in such a vitriolic 
way that he doesn’t find it 
to have been very 
meaningful and 
productive (lines 44 – 45)

but his 
bitter/vengeful/scathing 
method was not helpful.

Kasky believes that the movement succeeded because  

Parkland is not remembered as a city of sad and wimpy people. They are known to be
stronger than the assailant. However, Kasky thought that he was too aggressive and his 
reactions revealed that emotions can mar the clarity of thoughts. He was remorseful 
about what he said to the senator because by naming the shooter, he gave the shooter 
recognition. He helped other youths see that politicians are mere mortals, but his bitter 
method was not helpful.

No. of words: 78 words

egretetetetetete

ught tttttthahahahahahat he
aggressisisisisisive aaaaaaandn

s
about

n the way
ective ttttttttttttttthihhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh nking.g.g.g.gg

5 – 36)

it revveaeaeaeaeaealeleleleleledddddd hohohohohohowwwwww emotio
cannnnnn mamamamamamarrrrr r the e e e e e clclclclclclararararararitititititittyy yyyy o
ththththththththththhhhhthhhhhhhhhhhhhououououououououououuououuuuuuououououuuuoouououououuouuuuuuuuuouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuouuuouuouuuuuuuuuououuouuuouuouuuuuuuuuuuuuuughghghghghgghghhghhhhghhghghghhghhghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghhhhhhhhhgggggggggggggggggg tststststststtttttttttttttttttststtssttssttttts

ere is oooooooooooonnnennnnnnnnnnnn  staaatetetetetetetettetetetetet mmmmmmmemmmmmmmmmmm ntntntnttttttttttttttttt
he ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppararararararaaarrrrarrarararraraaaaaararararaaaaaaararaaaaaararararaa tititttttitttitittitttttitittittititititiiiiiticucuccccucucccccccccccccccccccccuccccccucccculalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarlrlllllllllllllyyyyy y yyyyyyyyy regreteteteteteteteteteeetetetts,s,s,s,sss,ss  a 
reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeemamamamamaamamamamamaamamaamaaaamamaaaamaaamammmmmmmmmmmmmmmm krkk ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttto ooooooooooooooo Maaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarcrcccccccccccccco ooooooooooooo Rubibiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiio o in 
thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe eee tototoooooootototootooootootototototototototottooootootottttototot wnwnwnnnwnnwnnwnnnwnwnnwnnwnwnwnwnnwnwwwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwwwwwwnwnwnwwwwwnwnwnwwwwwwwwwww hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa llllllllll l dededededededededededededededeedeedeeedeedeedeedededededddddddddd bababababababababababababababababaababaababbabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb te
(linesesesesesesessseeesessssssssss 33333333333333333333333333333333333333333777777777777777777777 – 38383838383838383383838383838333383833333333333333333333333 )))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

HeHeHeHeHeHeHHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHHeHHeHeHHHHHeHHeHeHeeeHeHeeHeHHeHeHHeeeHeHHHHeeeHeeeHHeHHeeeeHeHHHeeHeeHHHeeHHeeHeHeHHeHHHHHeeHeeeeHeeHeHeeeHeHeeeeeeHeHeHHeeHeHHHHHH wwwwwwwasasasasasas rrrrrrememememememorseful 
about whwhwhwhwhwhat hhhhhheeeeee saidddddd totototototo 
the seeeeeenanananananatttttot r

Regrgrgrrgrrgrgrgrgrgrrrgrgrgrrggrgrgrgrrgrgrgrggggggggg eteeeeeeeeeeeee hehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnamamamamamamamammamamamamamammammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmededddddddddddddddddddddddddddeddd tttttttttttthehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh  shootototototototototottotttotototottottotottototottootoottoooooooooooooooo ererererereeerererererererererererererrrererrereeeeeeeeeerereerrereeeee  ---------------------
sososososososossssssssssssssssssssssss mmmememmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ththththththtthththttthththththtthtthtthththththththhhhhhhhininininninininnninininnnnniiinnnnnnninnnnnnnnng gggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg ttthtt at ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehhehehehehehehhehhehhehhehehehhehehehhehehehhhehehhhehhhheheeeeeeeheheehheheehhehh yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyououoouououououououououououououooouououououuoouuouuououuouuuooooooooooooungngngngngngngngnggngngnggngngggggngngnggngngngngnggnngnnngngngnnnnngngngngnnggngngngggggg 
caampmmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmmmpmppmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmppaiaiaiaiaiiiaiaiaiaiaaaiaiaiaiaiaaaaiaaaaiaiaaa gngngngngggggngggngnggngngggggnggngngngggggngngggngnngggnnngnnnnnnnnngg ererrrerrrrererrrrrererrrerrrrrrerrrerrrererrrrreeeeee s sssss sssss sssss ssssssssssssssssssssssss quququququququququqquququqququuquuqquququuquqquuquuququqqququqqquuquuquqqqququuqquuqq ickly 
deciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiiiidddedededededededededdededededdededddeeeddeedededd thththththththththhthtthththhthhthththhhhhthhhthhhtttttttttttttt eyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeyeyeyyyeeeyyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyyeyyyeeeyyeeeyeyyyeyeyeyeyyyyeeyyeyeeyyyeyyyyyy wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwouououououououuououououououuouuouououuuldllllllll notototototot 
dooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo,,,,,,,,,,,,,, tototototototototototototototoottttotttttttttttttotooooooooo ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddeeny hhihihihihiihhhihihihhihhihhhhhhhihhihhihihihihhhhhhhhhhhiihihhhh mm theeeeee fafafafafafamemememememe,
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– End of Paper –
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Section A [10 marks] 

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about a forest fire in China. The first and last 
lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two 
more lines with no errors.   

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.   
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.   

Examples:   

I arrived to my destination at 2 pm.    …….....at………………… 
 

My mother always wears sensible clothes.  ……….....………………… 

Over the weekend, 700 firefighters were deployed to battle a forest fire raging out 

of control in sparse populated Muli county in China’s Sichuan province. The 1    …………………… 

Chinese leadership had issued orders to respond immediately to the emergency, 2    …………………… 

before the blaze spiralled out of hand despite initial efforts to contain it. To make 3    …………………… 

 things worst, the harsh terrain in Muli county posed fresh challenges for  4   …………………… 

emergency workers placed on the scene. Amid brave battles to put up the raging  5   …………………… 

fire who had destroyed 3,000 hectares of forest, firefighters had to endure high  6   …………………… 

altitudes of 4,000 metres above sea levels and steep trails. One wrong step and  7   …………………… 

they were doomed, but as true heroes, they refuse to walk away. For two days,  8   …………………… 

they worked hard to contain the forest fire, and a sudden change in wind direction  9   …………………… 

ignited a huge fireball, killing 30 people in the maelstrom. The news were  10 …………………… 

devastating for their families. Many lives will forever be changed. 

Adapted from:  https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/china-forest-fire-blaze-support-aircraft-tanks-11411888/
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                                                           Section B [30 marks]  
  

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.  
  

You should look at the printout of a poster on page 3, study the information carefully and 
plan your answer before beginning to write.  
  
The local Residents’ Committee in your neighbourhood is offering volunteer opportunities 
to teenagers over the holidays. They aim to expose youth to the needs of the community 
and allow them to develop skills that would be useful. You saw a poster of the opportunities 
available and you are interested to apply for a position.  

 
Write a letter to the Chairman of the Rivervale Residents’ Committee to apply for the role, 
explaining clearly: 
  
• the role you would like to apply for  
• the reasons for your choice 
• the qualities or prior experiences you have which will enable you to contribute  
• other ideas to improve the living environment of your neighbourhood. 

  
Write your letter in clear, accurate English and in a polite and persuasive tone to convince 
the Chairman of the Rivervale Residents’ Committee of your enthusiasm and to accept your 
application.  
  
You should use your own words as much as possible.  
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Are you looking to spend your holidays meaningfully? 

We have new volunteer opportunities for you! Work with community 
leaders and get a chance to make real change in the  

Rivervale Estate!  

 

 
Write in to us if you are interested in any of the volunteer opportunities and be sure to 
include other suggestions as to how we can make the Rivervale Estate a more wonderful 
neighbourhood to live in! 
 
More details are available on our website @ http://www.rivervaleestate.com.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

Residents’ Scribe 
 

 
 
Attend our weekly Meet-the-MP 
session, where residents would 
share their concerns personally 
with the Member of Parliament. 
 
As a scribe, listen to the 
residents share about their 
daily needs and concerns in 
various languages. Ask 
meaningful questions and help 
to craft letters of appeal in 
standard English on their 
behalf. 
 
If you like listening to others, 
have a good set of language 
skills and are looking to help in 
a very real way, sign up to be a 
Residents’ Scribe today!  

Youth Mentor  
 

 
 
Take care of young children 
between the ages of 3 – 7 over 
the holidays while their parents 
are at work!  
 
Work with the neighbourhood 
childcare centre and design fun 
and meaningful activities to 
engage the children for 2 hours 
a day. 
 
If you like working with 
children, enjoy organising 
activities and have a few 
creative ideas, join us as a 
Youth Mentor today!  

Community Gardener 
 

 
 
Spruce up the green spaces in 
our neighbourhood by setting 
up a new community garden at 
Block 35! 
 
Grow flowers, vegetables, fruit, 
herbs and other plants to 
brighten our environment and 
design activities for families 
and neighbours to enjoy 
together. 
 
If you have green fingers, enjoy 
taking care of plants and have 
a few ideas on how to bond the 
community, sign up as a 
Community Gardener today! 
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Section C [30 marks]   

Begin your answer on a fresh page.  

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics.   

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.   

 

1 ‘What matters most is that you have tried your best.’ Write about a time when this 
was true. How did you realise this? 
 

 
2 It is often said that it is more important to be healthy than wealthy. What is your 

opinion? 
 
 
3 What are some major opportunities and challenges young people in your society 

face these days? 
 

 
4 A meaningful friendship is one of the most valued relationships one can have. Write 

about the times you have found this to be true. Why were these friendships so 
important to you?  

 
 

 
 
 
 

- END OF PAPER  - 
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Section A  
Text 1 
 
Study the poster below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the Question Paper. 
 

                                                                                                                                      
 

 

Every skill gained in preparing for and giving a 
performance is a valuable life skill which will be used in 
job interviews, in the workplace, in leisure activities and 
in social and interpersonal relationships throughout life.  

Feedback and Recognition 

During each class, participants will be evaluated on their 
performance on a report form.  It will be followed by a mini 
master-class to comment on the overall performance of the 
class as a whole. Certificates will be awarded to all participants, 
and based on their performance, they may qualify for one of the 
three levels of awards: Gold/Silver/Bronze 



 

3 
 

 
 
 

Section B 

 
1 It was still too hot to play outdoors. After a long day of confinement in the house, the children 

strained to get out. Their faces were red and bloated with the effort, but their mother would not 
open the door; everything was still curtained and shuttered in a way that stifled the children, made 
them feel that their lungs were stuffed with cotton wool and their noses with dust and if they didn’t 
burst out into the light and see the sun and feel the air, they would choke. 
 

 
 
 

5 

2 
 
 
 
 

“Please, ma, please,” they begged. “We’ll play in the veranda and porch—we won’t go a step out 
of the porch.” 
“You will, I know you will, and then——” 
“No—we won’t, we won’t,” they wailed so horrendously that she actually let down the bolt of the 
front door and they burst out like seeds from a crackling, overripe pod into the veranda, with such 
wild, maniacal yells. 
 

 
 
 
 

10 
 

3 There was a tussle over who shall be the seeker in their favourite game of hide-and-seek. The 
shoves became harder. The motherly Mira intervened. She pulled the boys roughly apart. There 
was a tearing sound of cloth, but it was lost in the heavy panting and angry grumbling, and no one 
paid attention to the small sleeve hanging loosely off a shoulder. Raghu was the seeker. He 
started to protest, to cry “You cheated!”, but it was too late, the others had all already streaked 
away. There was no one to hear when he called out, “Only in the veranda—the porch—Ma said—
Ma said to stay in the porch!” No one had stopped to listen - all he saw were their legs flashing 
through the dusty shrubs, scrambling up brick walls, leaping over hedges, and then the porch 
stood empty in the purple shade of the bougainvillea, and the garden was as empty as before. 
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20 

4 
 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

Raghu whistled spiritedly so that the hiders should hear and tremble. Vinod heard the whistling 
and felt himself too exposed, sitting on an upturned flowerpot behind the garage. He could run 
around the garage if he heard Raghu come but he hadn’t much faith in his short legs when 
matched against Raghu’s long, hefty, footballer legs.  
 
Next to the garage was a shed with a big green door. Vinod always shunned entering such a dark 
and depressing mortuary of defunct household goods, but as Raghu’s whistling grew angrier and 
sharper and his crashing and storming in the hedge wilder, Vinod suddenly slipped off the 
flowerpot and through the crack and was gone. He chuckled aloud with astonishment at his own 
temerity so that Raghu came out of the hedge, stood silent with his hands on his hips, listening, 
and finally shouted, “I heard you! I’m coming! Got you——” and came charging round the garage 
only to find the upturned flowerpot. Snarling, he bent to pick up a stick and went off, whacking it 
against the garage and shed walls as if to beat out his prey. 
 
Vinod shook, then shivered with delight, with self-congratulation. Also with fear. It was dark, 
spooky in the shed. It had a muffled smell, as of graves. Except for the white-hot cracks along the 
door, there was no light. He leapt up as Raghu whacked the wall with his stick—then, quickly 
realising what it was, felt almost relieved to hear Raghu, hear his stick. It made him feel protected. 
But Raghu soon moved away. Vinod stood frozen inside the shed. He contemplated slipping out 
of the shed and wondered if it would not be better to be captured by Raghu and be returned to 

 
 
 
 

25 

 

30 

 

35 

 

Text 2 
 
The text below describes children playing their favourite hide-and-seek game. Read the text carefully and 
answer Questions 5 – 13 in the Question Paper.   
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7 

the milling crowd as long as he could be in the sun, the light, the free spaces of the garden, and 
the familiarity of his brothers, sisters, and cousins. It would be evening soon. Vinod sat back, 
deciding to hold out a bit longer. What fun if they were all found and caught—he alone left 
unconquered! He had never known that sensation. To defeat Raghu—that hirsute, hoarse-voiced 
football champion—and to be the winner in a circle of older, bigger, luckier children—that would 
be thrilling beyond imagination. He hugged his knees together and smiled to himself almost shyly 
at the thought of so much triumph. 
 
It grew darker in the shed. The lawn was shut off from his view. Could he hear the children’s 
voices? It seemed to him that he could. It seemed to him that he could hear them chanting, singing, 
laughing. But what about the game? Could it be over? How could it when he was still not found? 
It then occurred to him that he could have slipped out long ago, dashed across the yard to the 
veranda, and touched the “den.” It was necessary to do that to win. He had forgotten. He had only 
remembered the part of hiding and trying to elude the seeker. He had done that so successfully. 
His success had occupied him so wholly, that he had quite forgotten that success had to be 
clinched by that final dash to victory and the ringing cry of “Den!” 
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                                                                                Adapted from Game at Twilight  by Anita Desai 
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Section C   

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

 

 

 

The world's largest shark fin industry lies in the heart of the Coral Triangle, a region of the Indian 
and Pacific Oceans home to the world's most diverse coral reefs. This idyllic-sounding 
environment sustains an industry responsible for the deaths of over 3 million sharks a year. 
Fishing pressure on threatened shark populations has increased dramatically in recent years and 
it is estimated that only 12% of shark fisheries are considered potentially sustainable, indicating 
that 25,000 tonnes of dried fins each year originate from other unsustainable, often illegal, 
fisheries. Distinguishing the species from which fins are sourced can be extremely difficult, as the 
mixing of catches is a common practice that hampers traceability efforts. 

Both legal and illegal fisheries are driving the overfishing of sharks, driven overwhelmingly by the 
international trade to obtain their fins. Pressure is particularly high in Indonesia where annual 
catches exceed 100,000 tonnes of shark a year. Shark fins are tempting targets for fishermen 
from Indonesian island communities because they have high monetary value and shark fishing is 
one of the most lucrative livelihoods in these remote coastal regions. The finning industry presents 
the main livelihood for fishermen in this region and the enormous profits have transformed remote 
coastal villages to cash-based communities. India, Spain and Taiwan also play an important role 
in the catching of sharks and the gainful sale of their fins in international markets, particularly in 
Hong Kong, from where many are re-exported, particularly mainland China. 

Shark finning and the mixing of catches tend to take place in the open seas or in remote ports, 
where there is little to no oversight. Moreover, authorities show little interest in controlling illegal 
wildlife trade, including that in shark fins. Even if they do, their enforcement capabilities are very 
limited because they cannot inspect and run DNA tests on every single fin that arrives at their 
customs to determine the area where the shark was caught, or even determine the species. 

A large proportion of fins comes from sharks caught as bycatch: for example, sharks comprise 
over 25% of the total catch in tuna and swordfish fisheries in multiple countries. While there are 
ways to mitigate biologically unsustainable or environmentally harmful shark bycatch, there is very 
little evidence of fisheries management authorities or industry insisting on rapid adoption of such 
methods. Indeed, bycatch mitigation measures may well be resisted if bycatch consists of sharks 
for which fins can be sold. 

The global shark fin industry is rife with criminal activity and cannot be trusted to police itself 
effectively. In the view of the researchers, waiting for multilateral organisations to develop and 
enforce rules regarding shark fishing and regulate the fin trade is not an option both because 
available enforcement and compliance systems are far too poorly applied for wildlife trade in most 
countries trading fins, including mainland China, and it would likely to take too long and that is a 
luxury not currently afforded to many shark species. While there is much scope for enforcement 
of existing laws controlling catching and international trade to improve, this will take time and is 
unlikely to improve in the near future. 

Ensuring truly sustainable shark fisheries and shark fin trade remain a far-off dream. Simply put, 
around a quarter of all shark species are hurtling towards extinction. The only real way to protect 
sharks is to halt the consumption and trade in all shark fin. Consumers have to act fast and decide 
what is acceptable and what is not when it comes to vulnerable, uncontrolled species. Traditions 
change all the time according to new knowledge and shifting values. Thus while the appetite for 
shark fin soup is growing in places like Thailand and Macau it is slowly declining in Hong Kong 
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Text 3    
 
In this text, the writer describes the dire state of the shark population being threatened due to fin harvesting. 
Read it carefully and answer Questions 14 – 18 in the Question Paper. 



 

6 
 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and mainland China, where young people are starting to see it as a cultural practice that is worth 
abandoning. 

Extinction must not make the decision for us. We must act fast to take steps and stop activities 
that would seriously threaten their future on our planet. 

 

 
                                                                                             Adapted from https://www.sciencedaily.com 
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Section A [5 marks] 
 

Text 1 
 

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.  
 
 

 
1 How does the poster suggest the popularity of the Singapore Performing Arts Festival? 

 
 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
   
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1] 
   
   

2 Look at the photograph of a group of 4 people found at the bottom of the poster. With reference 
to the information presented below it, what idea does the photograph convey about joining the 
festival? 

 

   
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
   
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [2] 
   
   

3 Refer to the section headed Feedback and Recognition. Provide two ways individual 
participants will benefit from this class. 
 

 

   
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
   
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1] 
   
   

4 Which sentence summarises the main benefit of the programme? 
 

 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
   
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..     [1] 
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Section B [20 marks] 
 
Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 13. 
 
 
 
5 At the beginning of the text, the children are kept indoors to avoid the heat. Explain how the 

language used in Paragraph 1 indicates their desire to be outdoors. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[3] 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7    

 

In Paragraph 2, explain how the expression ‘burst out like seeds from a crackling, overripe 
pod’ (line 10) is particularly effective in describing the children’s behaviour?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 

(i) What does Raghu’s reply, “You cheated!” (line 16) suggest about his state of 
mind? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1] 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………..   

 
 
[1] 
 

 (ii) Give another word in the paragraph which suggests a similar idea. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..    
 

 
 
 
[1] 

 
8 

 
In Paragraph 4, provide two reasons to explain why Vinod was feeling insecure. 

 

 

 (i) ……………………………………………………………………………………………  
   
      ……………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 

 

(ii) …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 

     
     ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
[2] 
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(i) In Paragraph 5, ‘He chuckled aloud with astonishment at his own temerity’ (lines 

28-29). Suggest why Vinod did that.     

  
     …………………………………………………………………………………………………..     
 
     ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
(ii) ‘came charging round the garage only to find the upturned flowerpot. Snarling, he 

bent to pick up a stick and went off, whacking it against the garage and shed walls 
as if to beat out his prey’ (lines 30-32). 

    Which words or phrases in the given sentences describe the actions of Raghu? 

 

Descriptions of Raghu’s actions Words or phrases from the passage 

(i) rush forward to attack  

(ii) fuming  

(iii) hitting hard  

   

 

In Paragraph 6, explain why it was ironical that Vinod ‘felt almost relieved to hear Raghu’ 
(line 36). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..    
 
 
Vinod desires to defeat Raghu in the game. Identify two separate words in Paragraph 6 
which convey this. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..    
 
 
 
In Paragraph 7, explain why Vinod feels that ‘His success had occupied him so wholly?’ 
(line 52). 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[3] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[2] 
 
 
 
 
 
[1] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1] 
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13  The structure of the text reflects the children’s moods at different stages of their game. 
Complete the flowchart by choosing one word from the box to summarise the main moods 
presented in each part of the text. There are some extra words in the box you do not need 
to use.            
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The children’s moods 
 
regret       eagerness      irritation     confusion      dismay      trepidation         aggression  

 
 
Flow chart 
 

 
Paragraphs 1-2 :  (i) ......................................................................... 

 

 

 
Paragraph 3:       (ii) ............................................................................ 
 
 

Paragraphs 4-6:   (iii) ………………………………………………... 

 

 
Paragraph 7   :   (iv)  ………………………………………………... 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[4] 
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Section C [25 marks] 

 
Refer to Text 3 on page 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 14 – 18. 
 
 
14 (i) In Paragraph 1, the writer says ‘this idyllic-sounding environment sustains an industry 

responsible for the deaths of over 3 million sharks a year.’ What is the  
predicament presented here? 

 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
[2] 

   
 
 
 
      

 
(ii) From the same paragraph, what is the challenge faced in protecting the shark fin 

industry? Answer in your own words. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
15 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
From Paragraph 2, identify a word that suggests that global trade is a major force behind 
overfishing. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 

 
 
[2] 
 
 
 
 
 
[1] 

16 
 

Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Jasmine and Damien, who have read 
the article. 

 

       
         
 
 
 

 

 (i) State one way Jasmine’s view may be supported, using information from paragraph 2.   
  Answer in your own words. 

 
 

  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………  
   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 
 
[2] 
 

I think we should not 
ignore other countries 
benefiting from this 
trade as well. 
 

Damien 

Jasmine 

Finning of sharks has 
led to significant growth 
and development in 
Indonesia. 

 

 



 7 

 
 (ii) From the same paragraph, give a phrase which Damien can use to support his view.  
    
  ………………………………………………………………………………………….………… [1] 

 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Paragraph 7, the writer says that ‘Extinction must not make the decision for us’ (line 45). 
State the writer’s tone in this sentence and explain its effect. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[2] 

   
 

18 
 

 

Using your own words as far as possible, summarise how the authorities are responsible 
for the shark population being on the verge of extinction and the measures required to ensure 
its survival. 

Use only information from paragraphs 3 to 6. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 80 
words (not counting the words given to help you begin). 

 

The authorities are responsible for the declining shark population as…………………........... 

 
 
 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …...…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
    
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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Compassvale Secondary School 
English Language & Literature Department 
2019 Mid-Year Examination
Paper 1 Table of Specifications (TOS)  

Level: Secondary 4/5
Stream: 4 Express / 5 Normal Academic
Setter: Ritchell Choong

Section A (10 marks)

Editing  

Over the weekend, 700 firefighters were deployed to battle a forest fire raging out 

of control in sparse populated Muli county in China’s Sichuan province. The 1  sparsely (wf)

Chinese leadership had issued orders to respond immediately to the emergency, 2

before the blaze spiralled out of hand despite initial efforts to contain it. To make 
3  after (conj)/ 

  but (conj)

things worst, the harsh terrain in Muli county posed fresh challenges for 4  worse (wf)

emergency workers placed on the scene. Amid brave battles to put up the raging 5  out (prep) 

fire who had destroyed 3,000 hectares of forest, firefighters had to endure high 6  that/which 
(relative pronoun)

altitudes at 4,000 metres above sea levels and steep trails. One wrong step and 7

they were doomed, but as true heroes, they refuse to walk away. For two days, 8 refused (t)

they worked hard to contain the forest fire and a sudden change in wind direction 9 but (conj) / when 

ignited a huge fireball, killing 30 people in the maelstrom. The news were 10 was (sva)

devastating for their families. Many lives will forever be changed.

st firee rragaging 

Sichuan prprprprovovovovininininceccc . ThThThThe
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[Option 1]
Section B (30 Marks)

Situational Writing

Task Fulfilment

For the 10 marks awarded for the ‘Task Fulfilment’, candidates need to demonstrate the 
following: 

• Awareness of purpose, audience and context
• Relevance
• Development and organisation of ideas
• Appropriate use of given information and visual stimulus

Purpose: To apply for a volunteer position at the RC

Audience: Chairman of the Residents’ Committee

>Tone Must be polite, persuasive and enthusiastic

Context
The local residents’ committee in your neighbourhood is offering volunteer opportunities to 
teenagers over the holidays. They aim to expose youth to the needs of the community and 
allow them to develop skills that would be useful. 

Candidates are applying to participate in some of these activities.

Format : Letter to an External Agency 

541 Sengkang Ave 1 
#04-561
Singapore 440541

3 May 2019

Chairman 
Rivervale Residents’ Committee 
51 Rivervale Crescent 
Singapore 440051

Dear Sir / Madam

Application for Volunteer Role

Yours sincerely
(Signature)
Name
(School) 

ee
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commimmmmmmmmmm ttee iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn yoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyyyoyyoyyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyyoyyyyoyyoyoooooooooururrrurururrrurrurururururrrrrrurrurururrrurururuuuuuuuuuuu nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnneieieieieeieeeeeeieieeieeeeeieieeeeeeieieieieieieeeieieiiighhghghghhghghghghghghghghghghghhghgghgggghghgghgghgghggghhghhgggggggg bobobobobobobobobobobobooobobobooooboboboobooboooooob urururururururrururrururrurrurrururrururururuuurruuu hohohohohohohohohohohhohohohohhohhohohhohohohohhohohohohooohoooooooooooooooooodoooo  is s offeringngngng vvvvolunteeeeerererer oooopppppppportunit
the holidddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddayayayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyys.s.s.ssssssss.s. TTTTTThey iaim too eeexxxxxpxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx ose yoyoyoooyooyooyooyooyoyooooyoyooyoyoyooyoyoyoyoyoooyooyyyy ututututututtututtutututtututututttttututtutuuuuuuuuuuuuu hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh tto the neee dsdsdsd oooof f f f ththththeeee com

m to deeveveveveveveveveveveveeveveevvvvvvvvvevvvevvevevelololollololololololololololop skkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkillslslslslslllslllslslslssslslsssssssssss tttttttttttttttttttttttttthahahahahahaahahahahahahahahahahahaahahaahaahahaahhhhhhhhhhhhhh t tttttttttttttttttttttttt wowowooowowoowowoowooooooooowoowooooooooooooulululululululullluuululullluluuu dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd bebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebebeebebbebebbebebebbbebebeeeeee uuseefufuuuufufufufufufufufufuufufufufuufufuuufufuufffuufufff l.l.ll.ll.llll.lllllllll

ndidatataaatatatataatatatatatataattatatttattatataaaaaaaaaa eeeeeseeeeeeeeeeee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarererererererererereerererererreerereerrr  applylyyyyyyyyyyyyyininnnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggggg totottttottttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt pparticipapapppapapapapapapapapapapapapapappapapapppapaapppppapappaapaaaaapaaapapaaatetetetteteteetetetetetetetetetetteteeeteeeeeee iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn sosososososososososososososososossosososossososososssosossososoosooossssss mememememememmememeemememmememmemeemmemememmmemmemeeeemeemmmememmeememeeemmm oooooooooooooooooooooooff theseseseseeee acacacactitititivivvv ties

t : LeLLLeLLeLeLeLeLeLeLeLeLeLeLeLLettttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttter tttttttttttttttttttttooooooooo oooooooooooooooo anananananananananananananananaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa Exxxxxxxxxxxxxxteteetteteteteteeteetttteteeteteeeeeetetteteeteetetteteetteeteernrnrnnrnrnnrnnnnrnnnalalaaalaalalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAgegegegeggegeegeegegegegegeeegeeeegegeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeencn y 

kangggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAveveveveveeeveveveeeeeveveeveveveveveeeveveveeee 1111111111111111111111111

0541414444414144414144414141414111111444444



3 

Development and organisation of Ideas 

The letter must reflect the following ideas (with sufficient amplification where relevant): 

Introduction should include the following: 
Introduction of self
Purpose of letter: to apply for position
Expression of enthusiasm/excitement for the role.

Task Requirements

RP1: The role you would like to apply for
RP2: the reasons for your choice

o (Refer to 2nd paragraph of each option; and explain the types of activities,
questions and ideas you’ll have for each option)

RP3: the qualities or prior experiences you have which will enable you to
contribute better

o (Refer to 3rd paragraph of each option)
RP4: Other ideas to improve the living environment of your neighbourhood.

o (Own invention)

Option RP2: 
the reasons for your choice

RP3: the qualities or prior 
experiences you have which 
will enable you to contribute 
better (Refer to 3rd paragraph of 
each option)

Residents’ Scribe Enjoy listening to people and
helping them: listen to the
residents share about their
children’s education,
housing grants, application
for HDB flats and request for
healthcare subsidies
You can speak various
languages like mandarin,
cantonese, hokkien, malay,
tamil and you want to help
with these skills.
You know how difficult it is
not to be able to express
yourself, so you want to
help them communicate
You have always been
interested in how to help
other people solve their
problems.

Qualities:
Good listener
Believe it is important to be
empathetic towards others
and understand their
concerns
Approachable and friendly
Proficient in English, Chinese
and Malay.
Good grades for EL

Prior experiences:
Translator for visiting
exchange students
Able to speak with family
members, grandparents in
dialects
Learnt lessons at language
classes.
Leadership experiences
where you helped to sort out
problems amongst people you
lead.

es

hich wiwillll eenan ble

)
environment ofofofofoffo yyyyoououourrrr nneigggghbhbhbhbouououourhrhrhrhooooo d.
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Youth Mentor Love working with young
children.
They are creative,
energetic, innocent and
happy and you enjoy
playing with them and
giving them meaningful
activities to do like:
Excursions to the nearby
park / playground / activity
centre
Plan a treasure hunt /
sketching in nature activity
for children
Create painting, arts and
crafts and other activities
to engage their
psychomotor skills within
the classroom
Sandwich making activity
that allows children to
make food for their
working parents.
You are also good at art or
planning events so you
believe you can help to
create those experiences.

Qualities
Patient
Creative
Love arts and craft
Able to explain tasks well
Friendly, approachable

Prior experiences: 
Mom is a babysitter
Have younger siblings at
home
Take care of younger
cousins
Volunteered at other
Childcare centres
Coach other younger
children in
church/community
centres etc.
OSLP, VIA working with
similar groups of people
who need help.

Community 
Gardener

Have green fingers, enjoy
nature
Love gardening and how
it brings about peace and
relaxation.
Want to set up a fruit and
vegetable garden for the
community because it’s
more diverse than what
you can do at home.:
Create the space the
gardening space. Plan
the design of the garden
and the types of
seedlings to grow.
Want to meet more
people of similar
interests: Form a local
gardening club to: grow
and take care of local
flowers, root vegetables,
fruit and herbs for local
harvesting.
It will brighten our
environment.
Design: plant-a-tree,
gdesign activities for
families and neighbours
to enjoy together.

Qualities
Patient
Creative
Loves/ believes in the
importance of beautifying
the environment
Loves nature
Enjoys planting and
gardening

Prior Experiences: 
Personal garden at home
Does gardening/planting
of herbs, flowers at home
/ in school
Has done an internship at
NParks before

vity
n to

their
parents.
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RP4: ANY ideas to develop 
community space,
community bonding and unity,
making transportation, goods and services all more
accessible
youth involvement
elderly involvement
inclusion of people from all races, religions, nationalities,
abilities or backgrounds

Candidates’ own ideas are encouraged although given information and visual stimulus 
should also be used to support personal opinion.

For the language, mark out of a possible 20. 

> Please refer to Band Descriptors in the new Syllabus Marking Guideng Guiddee
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Section C (30 marks)

S/N Topic Setter’s Remarks 

1 Text Type:
Descriptive and 
Personal Reflective 

‘What matters most 
is that you have tried 
your best.’ Write 
about a time when 
this was true. How 
did you realise this?

A candidate attempting this topic ought to have the following in his/her 
essay: 

- Candidates should describe an occasion where a lot of effort was
put in to do something.

- Candidates should use descriptive language that evoke feelings
and experiences of hard work – mainly utilising past tense and
past perfect tense to narrate the events.

- There should also be a clear evaluation of how ‘trying one’s best’
is the most important thing that matters in that experience and
how the events led up to that evaluation.

- Candidates should use language of evaluation or reflection, and
mainly using the simple present tense.

- Vivid images of events should be rewarded highly

Candidates attempting this topic should have mastery over their language 
and content to sustain the readers’ interest level.

- Students must demonstrate the ability to use the past and present
tense where appropriate

- Use of precise and wide vocabulary, and variety of sentence
structures should separate the strong scripts from the weaker
ones.

2 Text type: 
Discursive/
Argumentative
It is often said that it 
is more important to 
be healthy than 
wealthy. What is 
your opinion?

A candidate attempting this topic ought to have the following in his/her 
essay:  

- a strong introduction and a thesis statement
- Depending how the candidate interprets the question, this can be

a discursive or argumentative essay.
- Stand can be anywhere on the spectrum but viewpoints should

never contradict itself.
- Clear Topic sentences/ Evidence/ Explanation should be found

within the content paragraphs.

Whether argumentative or discursive, both essay types should include an
evaluation of “importance”. It should have a metric to measure 
importance. A suggestion of how importance can be measured is by how 
it affects quality of life. 

So: the essay should have a discussion on how good physical health (or 
the lack of) affects one’s experience/quality of life. It should also be 
discussed how monetary wealth (or the lack of) would affect one’s quality 
of life. 

Stronger scripts may also discuss how the positive effects of good health 
on life can lead to wealth. Or it can consider how good health may not be 
the only factor that leads to a ‘rich’ life.

Possible ideas for why Health is more important:
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- Good health allows one to try new physical things with no major
complications.

- Good health allows one to spend meaningful hours and time with
loved ones.

- Good health allows one to continue working hard and earning
money and growing one’s wealth.

Possible views of why being healthy is not more important than 
wealth:

- Health may mean one can lead a long life, but without a good job,
or opportunities, quality of life is tough too.

- Poverty is difficult even when one is healthy.
- Having money can also help one recover from health ailments

better/faster.

Alternative views would consider that good health is not the only factor 
that allows for quality life.

Discursive essays should provide a balanced view – and take a stand 
anywhere on the spectrum. Argumentative essays should firmly take one 
side and refute any counterarguments. 

In both cases, candidates may use their understanding of the world and 
their own, personal experiences to supplement the points raised in their 
essay.  Candidates should have mastery over their language, vocabulary 
and content to sustain the readers’ interest level.

3 Text Type: 
Discursive

What are some major 
opportunities and 
challenges young 
people in your society 
face these days?

A candidate attempting this topic ought to have the following in his/her 
essay:  

- a strong introduction and a thesis statement
- Some background information about the world that young people 

live in these days. (e.g. the VUCA world today, technological 
affordances, globalisation etc)

- Clear Topic sentences/ Evidence/ Explanation should be found 
within the content paragraphs. 

A discussion on opportunities: 
- Technological advancements facilitate learning, collaboration.
- New developments allow students to become creative with their

designs and solutions.
- There are many new, exciting job types which require soft skills

and human collaboration.
- There will be many experiences that allow them to work

internationally, opportunities to make lives better for the
community.

A discussion on the challenges: 
- Everything is changing and in flux. Jobs that they will apply for

probably don’t even exist now.
- Political systems and governments are impermanent and messy.

The world is changing rapidly, so it is hard to catch up.

t goodd hheaealtlth is

ld provide aaaa bbbbalalalalananananceddd viviviviewewewew –– and
spectrum. Arguguguguuuuuumememememmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ntntntntntntttttntntntttnttttttntnttttttttttttttttttttatatatata ivivivive esesesessasasasaysysysys sssshhhhould

e any cococoooooococoooooccooocoococcoccocoococococoooc unterarararaaaaraaaaarrrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrggggggggggggggumumuuumumuuuumumumumumumumumumumumumumumuuumumumumuuuumumummmmmmmmmmmmmmmeneneneneneneneeneneeneeneneneneneneeneneeeeennnenenennnnennnnenennennnnnenennennenenennennennnnnnnntttststststttstststststtsttstttttttttttttstttttttstttttt . 

h cases,s,,,s,,,s,,,,sssss,,,, ccccccccccccanaaaaaaaaa didaaaaaaaaaaaaaaateteeeeeteeeeeeeees sssssss mamamammmmaaaaaaamammamammaamaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaayyyyyyyyyyyyy yyy yyyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy yyyyyy y yyyy yyyy yyyyyyyyyyyy ususuuusuuuusuuususuususususussuuuuuuuussususuuuuusussusuusususuusuuuuuusususuusuusuuusuuuususuuusuuuuuuuuuuuuusuuuuusuuuuuuuussusuuu eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee tttttttthththtttttht eieeee r r r r unununundedededersrsrsrstatatatannnnding of the
eir owwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, pepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeepepeepepeeeepeeeeeepeersrsrsrsrsrsrssrssrssrssrsrrrrrr onononnnonnononnononooooooo alaaaaaaaaaa  expppppppppppppererererrererererrrrerrerrererererereereeeeeeee ieieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii nces to suuuupppppppplllelemeeeentntntnt tttthhe popoinintsts raised

essay.yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy   CCCCCCCCCCCCCannnndidddddddddddddddd daaaaaaaaatetetetetetetetetetetetettet ssssss s sssssss shououuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd have maststststeerereryyyy overererer theeeeiriririr llllanananangug age
anaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa d cocooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooontntnttntnttntntntnttnttnttttntntntttttnn eneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneeeeeenennnt tttttttttt ttttttt ttt tttttttttttttt tototoottotototototooottotototottototooottoooot ssssssssssssssssssssssususususususususussusususususssussususussusuususssususussuu tatatatatatatatataataatatattttatattatattttttttataininininiininiininiinininininiinininn tttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehhehehhhehehehehehehehehehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh  reaeaeaaaaaaeaaeaaaaaaeaaaaaaaaaaaeaaaaaaaders’ innnnteteteterrrrest llevevevevelelelel..

ype:
scursivee

at aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarererererererererereererrrrrrr sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssomomomomommmmmmmmomommmmmmmmmmmmmmome e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee mamm joooooooooooooor rrrrrrrrrrrrr
rtunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees anananaananananananannannnannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddddddddddddddddd
ngessssssssssssssssss yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyouoooooooooooooooo ngg 

n yooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooururururuurururururururururururururururrrrrr sssssssssssssssssococococococococococococococococccccccccccccccccccccccccccieieiiieieiieiiieieieieieieieieieieieeieieeeieeeieeiiiieeeeetytytytytytytytytytytytytytytytytytyytytytytyttytytttyttyyyytyyyyy 
e dayayayayayayayayyayyayayayayayayyyyyayyayayyyyyyyyyys?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?s?ssss?ssssssssss

AA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA cacaccccacacacacaccacaccacaccacaccacaccaccacccacccaacaacaaacc ndndnddnddndnddndndndndndndndndndndndddddddddddddddidididdidididdddddiddddddddi atatatatatatataatatataatatatataaaaaataataaataatatataaaaattteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ataatatatataatatatatatatatatataatattattttattttataaaaaaa teteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteeetttttttt mpmpppppppppppppppppmppppppppppppppppppppptititititiititittiititititittititittittitttitttiiiiiingngnnngnngngngngngngngnngngngnnnngngnngngnngngngngngnggngngnngngnnngngg tttttttttttttttttttttttttthihihihihihhhihihihhhihhhhhihihihhihhhihhihhhhhhhhhhh ss sss s s ssssssss ssssssssssssssssssss tttotototototototototottotottottotottttototottoootoottooottttt pppppipppppppppppp c oughghghght t tt totototo hhhhave
esesesesesesessesssesesesessseeeeeeeee sassssssssssssssss y:y:::::::::y:::::::::::  

- a a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ststststststststststststtststststststststststtttttstttttttttrororrrrrrrrrrr ngggggggg iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinntnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn rodududuductctctctioioioionnn n and a
--- SoSoSoSoSoSoSoSooSoSoSoSoSoooooSoSoooSoooooooooooooomemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm  bacccckgkgkgkgrorororounuu d inf

lllllilllllllllllllllllllll ve iiiin n n n ththththesesesese eee days
afaffofordrdana ces

-- ClClear T
with

A



8 

- Technology renders things irrelevant very quickly.
- Social relationships are breaking down because of a lack of real

connection.

Candidates may use their personal experiences to supplement the points 
raised in their essay. Candidates should discuss a minimum of 2 
opportunities and 2 challenges. They should not take a stand as this is 
not a requirement of the question. 

Candidates should have mastery over their language and content to 
sustain the readers’ interest level.

4 Text type: Reflective 
/ Recount / Hybrid
A meaningful 
friendship is one of 
the most valued 
relationships one can 
have. Write about the 
times you have found 
this to be true. Why 
were these 
friendships so 
important to you? 

A candidate attempting this topic ought to have the following in his/her 
essay: 

- Candidates should describe at least 2 occasions when they
realised the importance of a meaningful friendship and it is
valuable to them.

- Candidates should use descriptive language that evoke feelings
and experiences of how these friendships affected the candidate
– mainly utilising past tense and past perfect tense to narrate the
events.

- There should also be a clear evaluation of how ‘a meaningful
friendship’ became one of the most valued relationships to the
candidate in those occasions.

- There should also be an evaluation of those friendships and why
they were important.

- Candidates should use language of evaluation or reflection, and
mainly using the simple present tenses to

- Vivid images of events should be rewarded highly

Candidates attempting this topic should have mastery over their language 
and content to sustain the readers’ interest level.

- Students must demonstrate the ability to use the past and present
tense where appropriate

- Use of precise and wide vocabulary, and variety of sentence
structures should separate the strong scripts from the weaker
ones.
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Section A [5 marks]

Text 1

Refer to Text 1 on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4.

1 How does the poster suggest the current popularity of the Singapore Performing Arts 
Festival?

It has attracted over 1 million performers yearly. [1]

Accept: It has over 300 festivals affiliated worldwide! Attracted over 1 million performers 
yearly.

2 Look at the photograph of a group of 4 people found at the bottom of the poster. With 
reference to the information presented below it, what idea does the photograph convey 
about joining the festival?

The photograph shows a confident person in a job interview/performing confidently 
in a job interview[1] which shows that participants will gain relevant/valuable 
communication/interpersonal skills. [1]                                                                [2]

3 Refer to the section headed Feedback and Recognition. Provide two ways individual 
participants will benefit from this class.

They will receive a report form of their performance and certificates. [1]

4

DNA: mini master-class to comment on the overall performance of the class as a whole as the focus 
is on individual participant.

Which sentence summarises the main benefit of the programme?

‘The world of performing arts will encourage students to develop communication and 
interpersonal skills.’                                                                                                  [1]   
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onaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllllllllllllllll sskskskssssssssssss ills.’...          
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 13.

5

6

7

At the beginning of the text, the children are kept indoors to avoid the heat. Explain how the 
language used in Paragraph 1 indicates their desire to be outdoors.

‘the children strained to get out’ suggests that they were doing their best/putting in 
excessive effort to be out.

‘Their faces were red and bloated with the effort’ suggests that they were physically 
exerting themselves in their attempt/tried very hard to convince their mother. 

‘everything was still curtained and shuttered in a way that stifled the children’ suggests 
that the children felt confined/trapped indoors.

‘lungs were stuffed with cotton wool and their noses with dust’ /’if they didn’t burst out 
into the light and see the sun and feel the air, they would choke’ suggests that they felt 
very suffocated/stifled and yearn to bask in the sun/have fresh air around them. 
[3]

Accept any 3 answers

In Paragraph 2, explain how the expression ‘burst out like seeds from a crackling, overripe 
pod’ (line 10) is particularly effective in describing the children’s behaviour?

It highlighted/emphasised how they could not wait/can hardly wait to get 
released/outdoors.

They were waiting eagerly to be unleashed/released outdoors. 

They could not contain their excitement to be released outdoors.    [1]  

Accept any one answer.

DNA: They were excited. [need to indicate the reason for their excitement]

(i) What does Raghu’s reply, “You cheated!” (line 16) suggest about his state of mind?

He was feeling indignant/a sense of injustice 

or

he thought it was unfair.        [1] 

(ii) Give another word in the paragraph which suggests a similar idea.

‘protest’    [1]

th dusust’t’ //’’ifi  th
y would chooooke’ susss gge

n the sunununun/h/h/h/havavavaveeee frfrfrfresh air

ow theheheheeheeheeeeeeeheheeeheeeeeeeeee expxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxprerererererererererereressionnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ‘‘bbubbbbbbbbbbbbb rsttt ooooooouououuouououououououuoouououoouuouuuoouooooooououoouooooouooooooooooooouoooooouooooouooooo tttttttttttttttttttt lllllill keeee sseeeeee ds ffffrorororommmm a craccccklkkk ing,
cularly eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeefffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff ececeeceeceececececeeeeceeeeeeee titititititttittitittittitititititittttiiiiiiveveveveveveveveeeveveeveveveveveevevevevevevvevvvvvvvv innnnnnnnnnnnnnn dededddeddeddededd scribibbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb ngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  the childrerereren’n’n’n’s beeeehahahahaviouuuur?r?r?r?

hted/empmpppppppppppppppppmmmppphahahahahaahaaahahahahahahahhhhahahahahahaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasisssssssssssssssss sedddddd dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd hohohohhohohohohohohohhohohohhohohohohohhohohhohohhhhhhhh w ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttheeeeeyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy coulullllllllllllllllllllllld d ddddd ddd dddddd dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd not wawawawait/ccanan hhardly
ed/outdtddddtddddtdddtddtdddtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtdtdttttttttttt ooooooooooooooo rs.........

Theyeyyeyyyyyyeyeyeyyeyeyyeyyeyyeyyeyeyeyeyeyeyyeyeyyeyyyyy weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee waitititttitititttititttininninnninninninninnggggggggggggg eaeaeeeeeaeeeeaeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeee gggggggggeggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg rly totototototoootooootototottottotttottttototttottotottttotoottoo bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeeeee ununununnunnununununnunnunnnunununununununuuunununnnununnnnleleleleleleleleleeleleleelelelelelelelllleeeeeeeeeleeeeeeleeeeeeeeeasaaasaasassasssaaassassssheheheheheheehehehehehehehehehhehehehehehehehehheheeheheheeeheeheeeheeeeeeheeeedd/dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd releeasasasasedededed ooutdo

heyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy cococococcococoooocococccooococcocooooooulululululululuuulululululuuuuululuuululuuuuululllllluuuu d d d d dddd d ddddddddddddddddd nononononnnononononononononnonononnnnonnonnnononononononooooooot tttttttttttttt cooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooontntntnnnnnnnntnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ain thththththhhhhhthhhthhthhhhthtththhhthhththththhthththhhtthttththththttt eieeieeieieieieieieieeieieeieeieieieieieeieeeieeeeeeeee r r r r rrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr exexeexexexexexexxexxexexexexxxexexxeeee cicc tementntnn toto bbe rele

anyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonenenenennenenenneneeeeeeee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannsnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn wer.

y weeeeeeeeeeeeeereerereereeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeexcxcxcxcxcxcxcxxcxcxcxxcxcxxccxcxcxcxcxxxxx ititiitititittittitted. [n
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In Paragraph 4, provide two reasons to explain why Vinod was feeling insecure.

He felt himself too exposed sitting on an upturned flowerpot and thought that he will be
easily discovered/caught. [1]

[need to explain the reason for feeling exposed]

He did not have confidence to run away/escape as he was shorter than Raghu.[1]     [2]

DNA: ‘when matched against Raghu’s long, hefty, footballer legs’ as it does not explicitl
convey the idea of Vinod being compromised by height.

(i) In Paragraph 5, ‘He chuckled aloud with astonishment at his own temerity.’

(lines 28-29) Suggest why Vinod did that.

He was surprised with his boldness/courage to have gone into/entered the dark room.
[1]

(ii) ‘came charging round the garage only to find the upturned flowerpot. Snarling, he bent to
pick up a stick and went off, whacking it against the garage and shed walls as if to beat out
his prey’ (lines 30-32).

Which words or phrases in the given sentences describe the actions of Raghu?

Descriptions of Raghu’s actions Words or phrases from the passage

(i) rush forward to attack charging

(ii) fuming snarling

(iii) hitting hard whacking

[3]

In Paragraph 6, explain why it was ironical that Vinod ‘felt almost relieved to hear Raghu’ (line
36) is an irony.

He was trying to hide from Raghu in order not to be caught,/not to be discovered[1]
however, he felt reassured by his presence as he was afraid of the dark.[1]
[2]

Vinod desires to defeat Raghu in the game. Identify two separate words in the Paragraph 6
which convey this.

‘winner’ and ‘triumph’ [1]

DNA: ‘defeat’ ‘unconquered’

to/en

to find the uppppppppppptututututtt rnrnrnrnedededed fflowewewewerprprprpotototot.. SSSSnarli
g it aggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggainst thhheeee e e e e e ee  e gagagagaggggagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagagaggagagagagagagagagagagagagagarararararrararararararrrarrarararrrrrrrararrrrrararrarrrrrrararrrrrararrrrrrrarararararrrrrararrrarararrrararaagegegegeggggggegegegegegegegegegegegegggegegegeggggegegegegegegegegegegeegegggggeeggggegggegggggggggggggggggg aaaand sssshehehehedddd wwwwalls as 

ases in ththtththtthtththhththhthhthththththttthtttttthttttttttt e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee iiiigiiiiivevevevevevevevevevevevvevevvevvvvvevvvvvevevvevvvvvvv n sesesesesesesesesesesessesesennntnnnnnnnnn enceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeess describe thehehehe aaaactioooonsnsnsns of RaRaRaRaghghghghu?uuu?

ptionss ofoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo  Ragggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggghuhuhuhuhuuhhuhuhuhuuhhuhhuhhuhuhhuhhhhuhhuhuhuhuhuhhuhuhhhuhuuuhuhuhhuhhh ’s’s’s’s’sss’s’s’s’s’s’sss’ss aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaactc iooooooooooooooooooooooooooonsnsnnnsnsnsnnnnsnsnsnssnsnsnsnssnnssnnsssssssssss WoWoWoWooWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWoWooWoWWoWoWoWoWooWoooooWooWoWWWoWoWWWWWoWWoWooWordrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrddrdrdrds sssssssssss or phrrasasasaseseseses from the

(i) russssssssssssssh h hhhhhhhhhhhh fofoffffffffffff rwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwarararararararararrrrarrrrrraaraaaaaaaa ddddddddddddddddd to aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt acacacacacacacacacaacaacaacacaaacccccccccccaccacaccacaaaa kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk chargigigigingngngng

(i((((((((((((((((( i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i)i))))))))))))))))) fufufuffuffufffufufufuffufufufufufuffuffffuffufuufuuuuuuuuuuuuumimmmmmmmmmmm nggggggggggggggggg snsnarling

(iii)))))))))))))))))) hihihhhhhhhitting g ggggg gggggg gggggggggggggggggggggggggg hahahahahahahahahahahahaahahahahhahahahahahahahhahahhahaahaahaahahhaaaahahahahaahahhh rdrdrdrdrdrddrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdddrdrdrdddrdrddrdrdrddrdrrrrrrrrrrrdddrdrrdddrdddddrdd
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In Paragraph 7, explain why Vinod feels that ‘His success had occupied him so wholly?’ (line 
52).

He was too focused on/put all his effort in hiding and trying to elude the seeker/not 
being caught instead of getting to the den to touch it. 
[1]

Or

He had forgotten that he had to touch the den to win as he was too focused in eluding 
Raghu.

Or

He had forgotten to get to the den to touch it.

DNA: final dash to victory and the ringing cry of “Den!” does not specify the place he has to 
rach.

13 The structure of the text reflects the children’s moods at different stages of their game. 
Complete the flowchart by choosing one word from the box to summarise the main moods
presented in each part of the text. There are some extra words in the box you do not need to
use.  

The children’s moods

regret    eagerness  irritation     confusion   dismay trepidation aggression

Flow chart

Paragraphs 1-2 :  (i) eagerness
strained to get out. Their faces were red and bloated with the effort.
they burst out like seeds from a crackling, overripe pod into the 

veranda

Paragraph 3:    (ii) aggression
There was a tussle over..
The shoves became harder.
a tearing sound of cloth

not spspspspspspspspspspspeceeeeeeeeee ify 

eflects tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehhhhhhehhhehhehhhhehehehehhhehehhehhh  childddddddddddddddrerereeeeerereeereeeen’nnnnn s momomomomomomommmommomomomomomomomomomomomommmmomoommomomommmmmomommmmmmommmommmmmommmomommmmommmmmommmmmommooomomomommmoommmmoommommmmommmooommmmooomommoommmmommmooommomommomommmoooommmooododododoooododododododdododododoododododododoododododoododoooooodoodoodooooooooodoooodoodooooodoooodooodoooooooooooooooooooodododoodooodoodooooo ssssssssssssssssssss ataatatttttttttttttt ddddififififfefefefererererentntntnt ssssttages of the
by chchchchchhchchchchhhhhhchhchchhchhhhhhhhhhhcc oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo sisisisisisssisisisssissisisissisisisssiiingngngngngngngngnggnggngngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn oooooooooooonennnnnnnnnnn  worororrrrorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrddddddddddd from ttttttttttttthe boxoxoxox tttto sususuummmmmmmmarise eee ththththe e e e main

part of thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhee e e e ttttttttettttttttttttt xtt. TTThererererererererererererererereeeeeeeeeeee ara e sososossssosssosossossssssosssossssssssossossossssssos memmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm  extra wwwwooorordsdsdsd  in ththththee bobobobox x x x yoyoyoyouuuu do no

childrrenennnnnnnnennennnnnnnnnnnnnnnneeeeeeeee ’s’s’’’s’’s’’sss’’s’s’sss’’s’s’s moooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooodsdsdddddsdsdddsddddsddddddddddddsd

reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeegrgrgggrrgrggggrggrgrgrgrgggrrgrgrgrrgrrgggg eteeeeeeeeeeeee   eageerrrnrnrnrnrrnrnrrrrr eeeeeseeeeeeeee s s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss  irritaaaaaaaaaatititititititititititititititititittttttttttt onoonoononononononononononononononoonoooooooooooooo    cococococococococococococococococococococooocoococcocooocococococococooococoococooocooonfnfnfnnnfnfnfnfnfnfnfnnnffffffffffffffnffffffffffffusususususususussusussussususussussusssussussussuu ioioiiiiiiiiiiiiii n  didismsmaay t

hartrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrt

Pararaggraphs
rained
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Paragraphs 4-6:   (iii)  trepidation
Also with fear.
He leapt up
Stood frozen inside the shed.
wondered if it would not be better to be captured by Raghu

Paragraph  7 :   (iv)  dismay
It then occurred to him that he could have slipped out long ago, 

dashed across the yard to the veranda, 
and touched the “den.” It was 
necessary to do that to win. He had 
forgotten.

  [4]

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 14 – 18.

14 (i) In Paragraph 1, the writer says ‘this idyllic-sounding environment sustains an industry 
responsible for the deaths of over 3 million sharks a year.’ What is the predicament 
presented here?

The beautiful/peaceful/ideal environment [1] becomes responsible for/
encourages[1] the high number/high rate of deaths of sharks.       
[2]

or

The place that contains the world's most diverse coral reefs[1] is responsible 
for/ encourages[1] the high number/high rate of deaths of sharks.

DNA: It is responsible for 3 million sharks. [focus is not on the specific number, but 
the volume of deaths caused]

(ii) From the same paragraph, what is the challenge faced in protecting the shark fin
industry? Answer in your own words.

From text: Distinguishing the species from which fins are sourced can be extremely difficult, 
as the mixing of catches is a common practice that hampers traceability efforts.

Sharks are usually caught together with other types of fish/species[1]
which deters attempts/makes it difficult to identify the fins. [1]       
[2]

on C [25 markrkrkkkkkkkkkkkks]s]s]s]ssss

6 of the InInInInInInInInInInInInIII ssssesessssssssessertrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrttrtrttttttrttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffforororororororororororooooooooooorooooororoooororoooooroororoorooooooororororooooooooorororoooororororooooororooorooooroooooorrorrrroroooroo QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQueueueueuuuueuueueueuueueueueueueueueueueueueueueuuueuueueueueueuueeeeeeeeeeeestststststttstststststtsttstttttstttttttttstttttttttstttsttsttttsstttssssststststtssststttttstttssttstttttststtttstststststtsttststioioooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii nsnnn 1414 –– 1818.

agrappphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 1,1,11,11,11,11,1,1,1,1,1,1,11,1111,111,1,111,1111,,,,,, the wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwriririririiirriririiiririririr teteeteteteeeteeteteteteteteteeetetetetttetetetteteeeeeeeer r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr sasasaasasasasasasaassasasasassasasaasasasaaaasssaassaysysysysysysyssysysysssysysyssysyssyssssysysssyyyysysyyy ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘thththththththththththththththtthththththththttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhississsisisisisisssisisisisisssissisiissss iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiidydydydydydydydyydydydydydyddydyyyydydydydydydyyyydyydydydddddd lllic-sososssososososososososossosossososososssosososososooooosossososs undingggg eeeennvirononononmememementntntnt sustai
esponnsissssssss ble fofofofofofofofofoofoofofofofofofoofofofofofoofooofoofoofffoofffff rrrrr rrrrrrrrrr rrrrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrr thththththththhhhththhththhththhhhthhhhhthhhthtt eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee deatatatatatatatattatattattthshhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh  of ff ff fffff fffff ovovovovovovvvvvovovovovvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvver 3 mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmililillilililillilililiilillillilliiiillllllilililiilililiiiliilililillililllilllilililiiillionononononononononononononononoononoooononoooononoooonoooonnnnnnnnnnononooooooo sssssssssssssssharks a yeyeyeyearararar.’ WhW at is

prrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrresessssessssssssesssesesessesesessseesesesessseesesseessessssssennnnnnnnnnnnnnteteteeeeeeeeeeeed d heeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee????????????????

ThThThhThhThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThThhTTThThTThTTTTTThTThTT e beauuuuuuuuuuuuuutitititiiitititiiiiiifufuffffffffffff ll/llllllllllllllllllllllllllll peppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp aceffffffffffffffullulullulululullululululululullululluuluullululul///i/i///// dededededededededededdeededededededededeeedddededdededeedeeddededededddeeeddedealalalalallalalalallalalalalalalalalllllllllllllll enenenenenenenennenenenneeneneneeeneneeeenenennenenennennnnnennnnnennnvivivivivivivivivivivivivivivvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv rorororororororororororrororororororoorroooooooooooooonmmmmenenenentttt [1[1]] bec
enenenenennenenennnenenenennennnnnnennnennnnnnnnnnne cococococococooococococoocooococoocoococococococccccccccccc ururururuuruuuururuuuruuurururuururururuuruurururuuruuurrrrragaaaa eseseseseseesesesesesesesesseesesssse [1[1[1[1[1111[1[1[1[11[1[111[11[1[11[111111111[1[[[[[[[ ]] thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee hihihihhihihihihihihihihiiihihiihihiihiiiihihhhhhhhhhhhhh ghghghghghghghghhghghghhhhghghhghghghhhhhhghhggg  numbeer/r/r/r/hihihihighghghgh rate of
[2[22222222222222222222222222]]]]

orrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

The plplplplplplplplplplplppplpppplplpplppplpppppppppp acaaaaaaaaaaaa e thhhhatatatat ccccoonoo tain
r/ encncouourarages[1

It is
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15 From Paragraph 2, identify a word that suggests that global trade is a major force behind 
overfishing.

‘overwhelmingly.’ [1]

16

17

Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Jasmine and Damien, who have read 
the article.

(i) State one way Jasmine’s view may be supported, using information from
paragraph 2. Answer in your own words.

     Lifted :    enormous profits have transformed remote coastal villages to 
cash-based communities.

The distant/secluded fishing villages[1] progressed to using money
transactions resulting from the huge gains[1] from shark finning.     
[2]

(i) From the same paragraph, give a phrase which Damien can use to support
his view.

‘the gainful sale of their fins in international markets.’ [1]

In Paragraph 7, the writer says that ‘Extinction must not make the decision for us’ (line 45). 
State the writer’s tone in this sentence and explain its effect.

Cautionary/warning/tone of caution to[1] create a sense of urgency/to stop activities 
that prevent the extinction of sharks.[1]            [2] 

I think we should not 
ignore other countries 
benefiting from this 
trade as well.

Jasmine

Finning of sharks 
has led to significant 
growth and 
development in 
Indonesia.

Damien
Damien

State ononnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnneeeee wawwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww y JaJaJaJaJaJaJaJaJaJJaJaJaJaJaJaJaaJaaaaaaaaaaaaaasmsmsmsmsmmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmmsmmsmsmmsmssmmsmmssssmmssmss inininininnininininininininininninnnnnnninnnnninnii e’e’e’e’e’ee’e’ee’ee’e’e’e’e’ee’ee’eee ss sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss vvvvvivvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv ewewewewewewewwewewewwwewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaayaaaaaa bbbbbbbbbbbbbbe e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sssssssussssssssssssssssssssssss pporrteteteted,ddd  usiiiingngngng iiiinfnfnfnformati
papaaaaapaaaaapaapapaapaapapapapapapapapapapappppppppppp rarrrrrrrrrrrrr grapapaapapaaaapaapapaaapaapapapapapappppppphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 2.2.2.2.222222222222222222222222222  AnAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA swswswswswswswswswswswswswswswwwwswswswswswswwswswwwswssssss ererererererererereeererererererererereeeeereeererrr iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn yoyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ur ownwnwnwwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnnnnnwnwwnwwnwnnwnnwnwnwnwnwnwwwwnwwwwwwwwwwwwwn wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwworororororororororororororords.

LiLiLiLiLLLiLiLiLiLLLiLLiiLLLLLLiLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL ftftftftftftftftftftfttftfttfttfttftttttftftfted :   eneeeeeeeeeeeee ororooooooooooooooooooooooooooo mommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm us pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppprororororrrororororrorooooooooooorororororoororooroororofififfiffififfifffififfiffifififififififififiiff tststststststststtssttsttstststtsstttstssststtt hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhavavavavaavavavavaavavaavaavaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa eeeeeeeeeeeeee trtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrrttrrtrtrrrrtrtrtrtraaaaanaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa sformemememedddd reremote
caaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaashshshshshhhshshhshshshhhshhsssssss -bababababababababababbabababbabbababababbabbbabbbbbbabbabababbbabbb ssssssesssssssssssss d coooooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm unununununununuunununununnununnununununununnuununuunnnnununununuuuununuuuunnnunnities.

ThThTThThTThThTTThTTTThThTThTTTTTTTTTTThhhhhhe diddiiddididididididddididddddddididdddddiidiiiiistststststststststsststststststsstsststsstsstsssststtttttttttanaaaaanaananaaaaaaa t/seeseeeeseseeeeseseseseeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeses clclclclclcllclcllclclclclcllclclcccccccccccccccccccc udududududduudududdduududuuddduddddddddededdedededededededdedddedddddddeee ffifififififififiififfiifififffififiiffiff shshshhshshshshhshhshshshshsssssssssss ingggg vivivivilllll agagagages[1]
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18  

 DNA: Cautious tone

 DNA: reflect [the writer wants action to be taken based on the severity of the issue]  

Using your own words as far as possible, summarise how the authorities are responsible 
for the shark population being on the verge of extinction and the measures required 
to ensure its survival.

Use only information from paragraphs 3 to 6.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 80 
words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

The authorities are responsible for the declining shark population as……

Lifted Edited
1 Shark finning and the mixing of catches

tend to take place in the open seas or in 
remote ports, where there is little to no 
oversight.

there is no supervision/surveillance done in 
open seas or secluded/faraway ports where 
different species are caught together.

2 authorities show little interest in controlling 
illegal wildlife trade, including that in shark 
fins. 

authorities lack interest in managing illegal 
shark finning.

3 their enforcement capabilities are very 
limited because they cannot inspect and 
run DNA tests on every single fin that 
arrives at their customs 

unable to implement laws to monitor and 
conduct DNA on each fin 

4(a) to determine the area where the shark 
was caught,

to identify the location 

4 (b) or even determine the species. or ascertain the species
5 While there are ways to mitigate 

biologically unsustainable or 
environmentally harmful shark bycatch, 
there is very little evidence of fisheries 
management authorities or industry 
insisting on rapid adoption of such 
methods.

unwillingness to quickly effect/embrace 
measures to reduce environmentally harmful 
shark catch.

6 bycatch mitigation measures may well be 
resisted if bycatch consists of sharks for 
which fins can be sold.

non-compliance/aversion to such methods if 
it compromises sale of fins.

7 available enforcement and compliance 
systems are far too poorly applied for 
wildlife trade 

Existing laws are poorly implemented to 
protect wildlife trade.

8 it would likely to take too long [and that is 
a luxury not currently afforded to many 
shark species.]

Implementation will take too long

9 Enforcement will take time to improve 
/unlikely to improve
measures to ensure its survival

9 halt the consumption ban consumption
10 and trade in all shark fin. and sale
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11 Consumers have to act fast and decide 
what is acceptable and what is not when it 
comes to vulnerable, uncontrolled 
species. 

consumers need to be discerning about the 
species about to be extinct

12 Traditions change all the time according to 
new knowledge and shifting values/it is 
slowly declining in Hong Kong and 
mainland China, where young people are 
starting to see it as a cultural practice that 
is worth abandoning.

youths are becoming averse to consumption 
of shark’s fin

The authorities are responsible for the declining shark population as……

There is no surveillance in open seas or secluded ports where different species are caught 
together. Besides lack of interest in managing illegal shark finning, laws are not 
implemented to monitor and conduct DNA on each fin. The authorities are unwilling to 
quickly embrace measures to reduce shark catch. To save the shark population, 
consumption and sale of shark’s fin should be banned. Consumers need to be discerning.
Finally, youths are becoming averse to consumption of shark’s fin, ensuring its survival.

o
ave the

nsumemersrs nee
of shark’ss ffin, enensuri
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Section A   [10 marks] 
 

Question 1 

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the place of writing today. The first and last lines 
are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines 
with no errors.  

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.  
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.  
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.  

Examples:  
 

I arrived  to  my destination at 2pm.  at 

My mother always wears sensible clothes. 
 
 

We have come to think of typing as faster than writing, but that may not 

be true. A study by the University of Washington in 2009 finds that 1 

schoolchildren wrote faster, and wrote most, when they had to compose 2 

essays for ten minutes with pen or paper rather than on computers. It 3 

is unsurprised then to find that the word ‘cursive’ means ‘running’; it was 4 

invented to avoid time-wasting lifts of the stylus or the pen. In the early 5 

19th centuries, when people corresponded several times a day by 6 

letter, quill and pen must have raced across the paper in great speeds. 7 

Now, however, handwriting have been relegated to the realm of snails. 8 

It is used only for first drafts of books and thank-you notes. Like 9 

calligraphy, their artistic cousin, it is becoming a craft and a rarity rather 10 

than a useful skill.  
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 Section B   [30 marks] 
 

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section. 
 

Question 2 

You should look at the printout of the webpage in the Insert, study the information carefully and plan your 
answer before beginning to write. 

Your school is celebrating its 50th anniversary and will be holding a walkathon to commemorate this event. 
As Student Editor of the school newsletter, you have been asked to write an article to encourage your 
schoolmates to take part in two activities at the walkathon for the anniversary celebrations.  

Your article for the school newsletter must include the following:  

 a title to attract readers’ attention 
 how students can be involved in this event 
 why these activities will be a good way to celebrate the school’s 50th anniversary 
 how these activities will strengthen the school spirit.  

Write your article in clear, accurate English and in a lively, engaging tone to encourage your schoolmates 
to participate in the celebrations.  

You should use your own words as much as possible.  
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 Section C   [30 marks] 
 

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics. 
 

Questions 3–6 
 

3 Some people believe it is better for leaders to be feared than loved. Do you agree? 
 
 

4 Describe a place you visited which made you feel uncomfortable.  
 
 

5 Write about a time when you saw one or both of your parents in a different light. How did this increase 
your appreciation of them? 
 
 

6 Which aspects of your education do you think will be most useful to you in your adult life? 

 

    
 Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here:     
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Section B   [30 marks] 
 

Read the printout of a webpage below and use the information to answer the question on page 3 of 
the Question Booklet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

ACTIVITIES YOU CAN BE INVOLVED IN 

  

Be a cheerleader 
 

Use your excitement! Use your energy!  
Pick up your pom-poms to get the crowd all fired up and on their 
feet. Lead them in cheers to motivate the walkathon participants. 
 

 

Be a designer 

 

 

Let your creative juices flow! 
There will be items like fabric pencil cases, canvas shoes, tote bags 

and umbrellas. Join the team of designers and express your 
creativity on these blank canvases. Help create souvenirs on the 

spot to celebrate the anniversary.  
 

  

 Be a deejay 
 

 
 

 

Be part of the music crew for the day! 
Choose the music you want to play to invigorate the crowd of 
students, staff, alumni and parents. Get the crowd grooving along to 
your tunes as the Lakeville family come together to celebrate.  
 

 

Be a performer 

 

 

Wow us with your talents! 
Entertain the crowd with short and meaningful performances.  

All skills are welcome! This is an opportunity for you to to take the 
audience’s breath away with your showmanship.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Lakeville Secondary School 50th Anniversary Celebrations 

Calling all students tto contribute to the 550th  Anniversary WWalkathon!   
Take part in any of the following events and use it as an opportunity 

to gget to know your schoolmates better.. 

 https://www.lakeville.moe.edu.sg/50thAnniversary/2019 

 

 
 

 

Let’s gather as a family and celebrate! 
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                                                                    Section A 

Text 1 
 
Study the advertisement below and answer Questions 1–5 in the Question Booklet.  
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COMPOSITION: A place where fun and social environmental responsibility go hand in hand. This is 
one festival not to be missed. 
 

THE MARKETPLACE ▪ Includes over 70 conscious brands from fashion, lifestyle and beauty 
showcasing products that protect people and the planet. 
 

THE ACTIVITIES ▪ Engaging workshops, wellness breaks and transformative sessions packed full of 
juicy actionable insights that will empower you.  
 

THE EDUTAINMENT ▪ Engage and learn with games and interactive art. 
 

Be part of this immersive experience and learn about living more consciously. A feast truly for your 
mind.  

 
 NUTRITION FACTS  Serving Size: 2 days 

3–4 Nov 2018 
 
 
Get in Touch 
Want to get involved? Would you 
like to volunteer? Do you want to 
join the conscious movement?  
Send us an email at 
holla@greenisthenewblack.asia.  

 Amount/Serving % Daily Value*  Amount/Serving % Daily Value* 
 Vegetarian 100%  Responsibly Produced 100% 
 Ethical 100%  Carbon-Neutral 100% 
 Freshest Content 100%  Fun 100% 
   Low Waste 90% 
    

 

IS THE NEW 

 

y

THE CONSCIOUS FESTIVAL 
Come one person, leave another! 
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                                                                 Section B 
 
Text 2 
 
The text below is an excerpt of Captain Crozier’s experience on board his ship in the Northern Arctic. 
Read it carefully and answer Questions 6–14 in the Question Booklet.  

   
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 

The temperature is −10 degrees Celsius and plummeting. The shortened masts of the ship 
stand like rudely pruned and shyly topless trees reflecting the aurora that dances merrily from 
one dimly seen horizon to the other. As Captain Crozier watches, the aurora frolics on the 
jagged ice fields round the ship, turning them blue, then violet, then green – as green as the 
hills of his childhood in Northern Ireland. It is as if the ship is under attack by celestial ghosts. 
The shimmering folds of light romp happily while lunging and then withdrawing like the 
colourful arms of aggressive but ultimately uncertain apparitions. Slender fingers extend 
towards the ship, open, prepare to grasp, and pull back. 
 
Crozier has seen this before on earlier expeditions over new continents never before seen by 
the eyes of man. He and his then-commander Ross had found just such a previously 
undiscovered continent – Antarctica – less than five years earlier. They named the sea and 
little isles after Ross. They named mountains after sponsors and friends. They named the two 
volcanoes they could see on the horizon after their two ships. Crozier was surprised they 
hadn’t named some major piece of geography after the ship’s cat. 
 
They named nothing after him. 
 
Crozier doesn’t care in the slightest. He shakes his head and walks down the icy deck to the 
bow and towards the only man on watch he can make out in the flickering light from the aurora. 
 
It is short, rat-faced Hickey. The men look all the same out here on watch in the dark, since 
they’re all issued the same cold-weather clothes. But Crozier has learnt to tell all fifty-nine of 
his surviving officers and men apart, even at a distance outside and in the dark. 
 
Hickey is staring fixedly out beyond the icicle-sheathed bow, the first ten metres of which are 
now imprisoned in a ridge of sea ice. He is startled as Crozier leans close to him at the railing. 
Crozier can tell just by Hickey’s slow movements that he’s half-frozen. As many times as he’s 
told the lookouts that they have to keep moving on deck, they still tend to stand as if they were 
in the South Seas wearing their tropical cotton and watching for mermaids. 
 
‘Mr Hickey. Anything?’ 
 
‘Nothing since the shots… that one shot… almost two hours ago, sir. Just a while ago I heard, 
I think I heard… maybe a scream, something, Captain… from out beyond the ice mountain. I 
reported it to Lieutenant Irving, but he said it was probably just the ice acting up.’  
 
Crozier was told about the sound of the shot from the direction of the other ship and quickly 
came up on deck two hours ago. But there’s been no repetition of the sound and he’s sent no 
messenger to the other ship or anyone out on the ice to investigate. To go out on the frozen 
sea in the dark now with that… thing… waiting is certain death. Messages are passed between 
the ships now only during those dwindling minutes of half-light around noon. In a few days, 
there will be no real day at all, only Arctic night. Round-the-clock night. One hundred days of 
night. 
 
‘Perhaps it was the ice,’ says Crozier, wondering why Irving hasn’t reported the possible 
scream. ‘The shot as well. Only the ice.’ 
 
‘Yes, Captain. The ice it is, sir. The ice.’  
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                                                                     Section C 
 
Text 3 
 
In the text, the writer discusses the idea of cannibalism. Read it carefully and answer Questions 15–19 
in the Question Booklet.  
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

Until relatively recently, the line among scientists was that cannibalism occurred in only a few 
species in the wild, such as black widow spiders and praying mantises. Cannibalism, 
researchers felt, was an aberrant behaviour resulting from a lack of alternative forms of 
nutrition or the stresses associated with captive conditions. But over the decades, evidence 
has been gathering for an alternative view. Cannibalism, it turns out, occurs in hundreds of 
species, perhaps thousands. The behaviour varies in frequency between major animal groups 
– non-existent in some, but common in others. It varies from species to species and even 
within the same species, depending on local environmental conditions.  
 
In 2000, ecologist Gary Polis found that immature animals are consumed more often than 
adults, and many species do not recognise individuals of their own kind (especially eggs and 
immature stages) as anything other than food. He noted that cannibalism was more common 
in females than in males, and that as alternative forms of nutrition decrease in availability, 
incidents of cannibalism will increase. Lastly, in a given population, cannibalism is often 
directly related to the degree of overcrowding. The benefits of consuming one’s own kind, it 
seems, can outweigh the costs.  
 
A significant amount of cannibalism occurs in molluscs and insects. Thousands of aquatic 
invertebrates like clams and corals have tiny eggs and larvae that are often a major food 
source for the filter-feeding adults – itself a form of indiscriminate cannibalism. In many fish 
species, adults can be a million times as large as their own eggs. Fish eggs, larvae and fry1 
are vast in number, minute in size and high in nutritional value. This makes them a non-
threatening and easily collected food source.  
 
Although both fertilised and unfertilised eggs are probably eaten by thousands of species, the 
practice of consuming eggs from the same species has led to an interesting take. So-called 
eggs, produced by some types of spiders, lady beetles and snails, function solely as food and 
often greatly outnumber the fertilised eggs in a given clutch. But the black lace-weaver spider 
takes the concept of pre-packaged meals a step further. A day after spiderlings hatch, new 
mothers lay a clutch of eggs, which are doled out to their hungry babies. This keeps them 
satisfied for the next three days, after which the spiderlings are ready for their next stage of 
development. 
 
In sand tiger sharks, the babies doing the cannibalising are not even born yet. The young of 
sand tigers, like hammerheads and blue sharks, develop inside the females' oviducts, a 
developmental strategy. Scientists have noticed that late-term sand tiger embryos are 
anatomically well developed, with mouths full of sharp teeth – a point driven home when one 
researcher was bitten on the hand while probing the oviduct of a pregnant specimen. 
Strangely, these late-term embryos also have swollen bellies, which were initially thought to 
be yolk sacs, a form of stored food. This was puzzling, since most of the nutrient-rich yolk 
should have been used up by this late stage of development. Further investigation has 
revealed that the abdominal bumps are not yolk sacs at all – they are stomachs full of smaller 
fetal sharks. These embryos had fallen victim to the ultimate in sibling rivalry, a form of in utero 
cannibalism known as sibling cannibalism. Such behaviour is possible because sand tiger 
shark oviducts contain embryos at different developmental stages. Once the largest of the 
embryos run through their own yolk supply, they begin consuming eggs. When the eggs are 
gone, the ravenous fetal sharks begin consuming their smaller siblings. Ultimately, only two 
pups remain, one in each oviduct.  
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6 This is similar to the strategy seen in birds like vultures and egrets. Here, cannibalism is often 
the end result of hatching. Two eggs are laid but one hatches several days before the other. 
The firstborn chick uses its extra bulk to win squabbles over food with its younger sibling. In 
instances where the parents are unable to provide enough to eat, the firstborn will kill and 
consume the younger sibling. In times of stress, this is an efficient way to get well-nourished 
offspring – albeit fewer of them.  
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                Section A   [5 marks]   
   
  
Text 1   
  
Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–5.    
   
   
1 Who is the advertisement aimed at?  
   
  [1]  
    
    
2 How does the image of the girl support the message behind the Conscious Festival?  
   
   
    
  [1]  
    
    
3 The advertisement has the statement ‘Come one person, leave another!’ What effect do the 

organisers expect the festival to have on participants? 
 

   
   
    
  [1]  
    
    
4 Which phrase from the nutrition label NUTRITION FACTS would best appeal to those who are mindful 

about how much they discard? 
 

   
  [1]  
    
     
5 Which sentence summarises the main aim of the advertisement?  
   
  [1]  
    
     

  



3 
 

 
CHIJSec/2019/OLevelMY/1128/02 

             Section B   [20 marks]   
   
   
Text 2  
   
Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 6–14.    
   
   
6 (a) What does ‘plummeting’ (line 1) tell us about the temperature?  
    
   [1]  
     
    
 (b) What does ‘rudely’ (line 2) suggest about how the masts have been pruned?  
    
   [1]  
     
    
7 In paragraph 1, the writer describes the aurora. Explain how the language used in Paragraph 1 makes 

the aurora seem playful.  
 

  
 Support your ideas with three details from this paragraph.   
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 
[3] 

 

    
    
8 ‘It is as if the ship is under attack by celestial ghosts.’ (line 5)  
  
 (i) What do the ‘celestial ghosts’ refer to?  
    
   [1]  
     
     
 (ii) What kind of atmosphere do the ‘celestial ghosts’ create?  
    
   [1]  
     
     
9 From Paragraph 2, pick out two phrases of three words each which suggest that Crozier’s earlier 

expeditions involved land that had not been explored by people. 
 

   
 (i)  [1]  
    
 (ii)  [1]  

  

[Turn over   
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10 (a) The writer begins three sentences in the same way, ‘They named…’ (lines 11–12). 

What effect does the writer intend to achieve by doing this? 
 

    
   [1]  
     
     
 (b) ‘Crozier was surprised they hadn’t named some major piece of geography after the ship’s cat.’ (lines 

13–14) Give one word to describe Crozier’s attitude here. 
 

    
   [1]  
     
    
11 ‘But Crozier has learnt to tell all fifty-nine of his surviving officers and men apart, even at a distance 

outside and in the dark.’ (lines 19–20). 
 

  
 (i) What does this reveal about Crozier?  
    
   [1]  
     
    
 (ii) Which word in this sentence suggests that the crew on the ship has been reduced in number?  
    
   [1]  
     
    
12 (a) What does ‘imprisoned’ (line 22) suggest about the ship?  
  
  [1]  
    
    
 (b) Why do you think Crozier asks his lookouts to ‘keep moving on deck’ (line 24)?  
  
   
    
  [1]  
    
    
13 ‘… only Arctic night. Round-the-clock night. One hundred days of night.’ (lines 35–36) 

What is the effect of the repetition of the word ‘night’ here? 
 

  
   
    
  [1]  
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14 The structure of the text reflects Crozier’s moods at different stages at night. Complete the flow chart 

by choosing one word to summarise his dominant mood at each stage.  
There are some extra words in the box you do not need to use. 

 

   
   
 Crozier’s dominant moods   
    
          
 exasperation bitterness awe nostalgia concern fury indifference   
          
    
    
 Flow chart   
      
  

Paragraph 1:  
 

 
(i) 
 

 
 

   

  

  
 

    

  
Paragraphs 2–4:  
 

 
(ii) 

 

 
 

   

  
  

 
    

  
Paragraphs 5–6:  
 

 
(iii) 

 

 
 

   

  

  
 

    

  
Paragraphs 7–11:  
 

 
(iv) 

 

 
 

   

  

      
    [4]  
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                 Section C   [25 marks]   
   
Text 3  
  
Refer to Text 3 on pages 4 and 5 of the Insert for Questions 15–19.    
 
 

  

15 (a) Which word in Paragraph 1 tells the reader that cannibalism is a departure from accepted norms?  
    
   [1]  
     
    
 (b) From Paragraph 1, give two reasons why cannibalism arises. Answer in your own words.   
     
  (i)  [1]  
      
  (ii)  [1]  
      
    
 (c) According to Paragraph, 1 what is the current perception about cannibalism among animals?  
    
   [1]  
     
    
16 (a) According to Paragraph 2, why do some creatures consume their own eggs?   
     
    
     
   [1]  
     
    
 (b) Suggest why overcrowding can lead to cannibalism.   
     
    
     
   [1]  
     
    
17 Here is part of a conversation between two students, Jane and David, who have read this text.    
    
 

 
             Jane 

  

 
 

                     David 

  

    
    
 (a) Based on the evidence in Paragraphs 4 and 5, how might Jane explain her position?  
    
   [1]  
    

 

Surprisingly, 
cannibalism is 

similar among black 
spiders and sand 

tiger sharks.  

 
No, there is a 

difference.  



7 
 

 
CHIJSec/2019/OLevelMY/1128/02 

  
  
 (b) With reference to Paragraphs 4 and 5, give one feature of cannibalism in sand tiger sharks that 

David can cite to support his point of view.  
 

   
   [1]  
    
    
18 With reference to Paragraph 6, state the irony about the offspring of birds like vultures and egrets which 

practise cannibalism. 
 

   
   
   
  [2]  
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19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise how and why eggs, fetuses and newborn 

animals are cannibalised.  

Use information only from paragraphs 3 to 6.  

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 80 words, not 
counting the words given to help you begin. 

 

     
 

Tiny eggs and larvae are often a major food source 
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We have come to think of typing as faster than writing, but that may not Answer Error 

be true. A study by the University of Washington in 2009 finds that 1 found tense

schoolchildren wrote faster, and wrote most, when they had to compose 2 more comparative

essays for ten minutes with pen or paper rather than on computers. It 3 and conjunction

is unsurprised then to find that the word ‘cursive’ means ‘running’; it was 4 unsurprising word form 

invented to avoid time-wasting lifts of the stylus or the pen. In the early 5 -- 

19th centuries, when people corresponded several times a day by 6 century singular

letter, quill and pen must have raced across the paper in great speeds. 7 at preposition

Now, however, handwriting have been relegated to the realm of snails. 8 has SV agreement

It is used only for first drafts of books and thank-you notes. Like 9 -- 

calligraphy, their artistic cousin, it is becoming a craft and a rarity rather 10 its possessive noun 

than a useful skill.
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 Section A  [5 marks]

1 Who is the advertisement aimed at? [1]

people who {are/ want to be} {eco-conscious/ environment-conscious} [1]
OR people who want to {protect the environment/ create less waste} [1]

WRONG:
any answer which mentions social environment/ conscious living without further explanation

2 How does the image of the girl support the message behind the Conscious Festival? [1]

The image shows a girl {wearing/ covered in} {discarded items/ recyclable objects/ 
rubbish/ trash/ things people have thrown away}, which supports the message of the 
Conscious Festival to {be eco-conscious/ lead an eco-friendly lifestyle/ reduce waste/ 
incorporate eco-consciousness into one’s lifestyle} [1].

WRONG: [for description of image] carrying/ surrounded by, plastic bottles/ plastic items
WRONG: any answer which treats the image as literal rather than metaphorical (such as 
showing how products can be turned into fashion)

3 The advertisement has the statement ‘Come one person, leave another!’ What effect do 
the organisers expect the festival to have on participants? [1]

that they will {be transformed/ be changed/ be renewed/ become new persons/
adopt different ways of thinking about the environment} [1]

WRONG: be encouraged to live in a more eco-friendly way/ *be more self-conscious
* The presence of this expression negates any correct part of the answer.

4 Which phrase from the nutrition label NUTRITION FACTS would best appeal to those who 
are mindful about how much they discard? [1]

‘low waste’ [1]

WRONG: ‘low waste 90%’

5 Which sentence summarises the main aim of the advertisement? [1]

‘Be part of this immersive experience and learn about living more consciously.’ [1]

WRONG: any misspelling, omitted words, extra words, or words in the wrong order

tyle

y, plastic bobobobooobobobobobottles/s/s/s/s/s/s/s/s/s/s/ plas
rather thaaaaaaaaaaaan n n n nn n nn nn mememememememememememetatatatatatatatatatataphphphphphphphphphphphoorical (s

)
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al to haveeeeeeeeeeeeeee oooooooooooon nnnnnnnnnn parttttticicicicicicicicicicicicicicicipipipippppipippppppppantststtsssssssssssssss???????????????????????????????????????????????????????

nsformed///// /// //// ///////// ///////// bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe eeeeeeeeeeee chhhhhhhhhhhhananaanannannananaanaanananannaannnannaananananananaanaa gegegegegegegegegegegegeggggggggggggggggg d/d/d/d/d//d///d/d//d//d//////d// bbbbbbe e rerrererererererererererererrrerrrererreeennnnnnennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn wed/ becececccecececomomomomomomomome new w w w w ww pepepepepepepepersrsrsrsrsrsrsonoooooo s/
ways offfffffffffffffffffffff tttttttttttthihihhihhihihihhihihhhihihihihhihihhhhhihihhhihihhhiinknnnnnn ing ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg abababababbbabbbabbabababbabababbbbabbababababba ouououououououououououuuuuuououuouuououuouououoouoooo t tttttttttttttttttt thththththththththhthththhhhthhhhhhhhhthhhhe e eneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneeeneeeneeeneennnnnnnnnviviviviviviiviviviviviivivivivivvivivvvvvvvv rrrrrorrrr nmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee t} [1]]
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       Section B  [20 marks]

6 (a) What does ‘plummeting’ (line 1) tell us about the temperature? [1]

It is {falling/ dropping/ decreasing} {sharply/ steeply/ rapidly/ quickly} [1].

WRONG: drastically/ significantly

(b) What does ‘rudely’ (line 2) suggest about how the masts have been pruned? [1]

It suggests that they have been pruned {hastily/ roughly/ sloppily/ haphazardly/ 
messily/ carelessly/ crudely/ clumsily/ in a disorderly manner} [1].

WRONG: half-heartedly/ unprofessionally/ poorly/ badly/ terribly/ horribly/ unevenly/ harshly/ 
aggressively/ violently/ *suddenly
WRONG: any answer in the negative: not properly/ not neatly
* The presence of this word negates any correct part of the answer.

7 In Paragraph 1, the writer describes the aurora. Explain how the language used in Paragraph 
1 makes the aurora seem playful.

Support your ideas with three details from this paragraph. [3]

Any three of the following ([1] each), with any similar and sensible explanation:
The phrase ‘dances merrily’ suggests the aurora is moving {in a lively way/ happily}.
The word ‘frolics’ suggests the aurora is {carefree/ having fun}.
The phrase ‘turning them blue, then violet, then green’ suggests the aurora is 
having fun experimenting with colours.
The phrase ‘romp happily’ suggests the aurora is moving about excitedly.
The expression {‘lunging and then withdrawing’/ ‘extend towards the ship, open, 
prepare to grasp, and pull back’} suggests the aurora is teasing the ship.

NOTE:
Bullets or numbering should be used.
Each quote must be accompanied by a relevant explanation, which must suggest the 
playful nature of the aurora.

8 ‘It is as if the ship is under attack by celestial ghosts.’ (line 5)

(i) What do the ‘celestial ghosts’ refer to? [1]

the {aurora (lights)/ Northern Lights} [1]

(ii) What kind of atmosphere do the ‘celestial ghosts’ create? [1]

{haunting/ scary/ fearful/ intimidating/ eerie/ spooky/ creepy/ supernatural/ surreal/ 
ethereal/ otherworldly/ heavenly/ dreamy/ dreamlike/ mystical/ enchanted/ mysterious/ 
wonder-filled/ awe-inspiring/ breathtaking} [1]

WRONG: *gloomy/ *dark/ *sombre/ *sinister/ *ominous/ *foreboding/ solemn/ chilly/ tense/ 
unpredictable/ suspenseful/ suspicious/ playful/ cheerful/ terrifying/ apprehensive/ intense/ 
grand/ beautiful/ pleasant/ calming/ peaceful/ serene
* Any of these words negates any correct part of the answer.
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9 From Paragraph 2, pick out two phrases of three words each which suggest that Crozier’s 
earlier expeditions involved land that had not been explored by people.

(i) ‘never before seen’ [1] [1]

(ii) ‘previously undiscovered continent’ [1] [1]

10 (a) The writer begins three sentences in the same way, ‘They named…’ (lines 11–12).
What effect does the writer intend to achieve by doing this? [1]

to emphasise that they were {on a naming spree/ naming many geographical features} 
[1]

WRONG: to emphasise how unnecessary the naming was/ how many geographical features 
they discovered

(b) Crozier was surprised they hadn’t named some major piece of geography after the
ship’s cat.’ (lines 13–14) Give one word to describe Crozier’s attitude here.

[1]

{sarcastic/ cynical/ mocking/ derisive} [1]

WRONG: annoyed/ spiteful/ contemptuous/ condescending/ sassy/ critical/ cocky/ haughty/ 
smug/ proud/ boastful

11 ‘But Crozier has learnt to tell all fifty-nine of his surviving officers and men apart, even at a 
distance outside and in the dark.’ (lines 20–21)

(i) What does this reveal about Crozier? [1]

He {knows his crew very well/ is very familiar with his crew/ has developed a close 
relationship with his crew/ is attentive to his crew/ concerns himself with his crew/ 
is careful enough to remember each of his officers and men/ makes the effort to get to 
know his crew/ has taken the time to learn to tell his officers and men apart} [1].

WRONG: is observant/ is detailed/ is a fast learner/ is mindful of others/ has a good memory/ 
has good eyesight/ cares about his crew/ values his crew as individuals/ feels accountable 
towards his crew/ has travelled with his crew for a long time

(ii) Which word in this sentence suggests that the crew on the ship has been reduced in
number?

[1]

‘surviving’ [1]
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12 (a) What does ‘imprisoned’ (line 23) suggest about the ship? [1]

It is {trapped/ stuck/ stranded/ blocked/ unable to move} [1].

WRONG: not moving/ frozen/ surrounded by ice/ restricted/ cornered/ 
unable to escape the sea of ice/ unable to move from one place to another

(b) Why do you think Crozier asks his lookouts to ‘keep moving on deck’ (line 25)? [1]

to {keep warm/ prevent them from freezing/ promote blood circulation} [1]

WRONG: to keep them from falling asleep/ to be vigilant for attacks from various sides

13 ‘… only Arctic night. Round-the-clock night. One hundred days of night.’ (lines 36–37) What 
is the effect of the repetition of the word ‘night’ here?

[1]

to emphasise {the duration of the darkness/ how prolonged the darkness will be} [1]

WRONG:
any answer that describes the night as endless or going on for ever
any answer that does not focus on the duration of the darkness 

14 The structure of the text reflects Crozier’s moods at different stages at night. Complete the 
flow chart by choosing one word to summarise his dominant mood at each stage. 
There are some extra words in the box you do not need to use.

[4]

Flow chart

Paragraph 1: (i) nostalgia [1]

Paragraphs 2–4: (ii) indifference [1]

Paragraphs 5–6: (iii) exasperation [1]

Paragraphs 7–11: (iv) concern [1]
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hart

PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaarararrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrggrgrgggrgrgrggggrgrgggrgrgrgrggrrrrrgrrrapapapapaaapaapaaapapaapapapapaapapaapaaapapaaapapapaaaapppppppph 1:::: (i(i(i(ii(iii(i(i(iii(i(ii(i(i(i(i(i(ii(i(i(ii((((((((i)))))))))))))))))))))))))))) nonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn stsstststststststststststststststststssststtttttalaallalallaalalalalaalalaalalalalalllalalalalaaaaaa gia [[1[1[[[[[[[[1[1]]]]

ragrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrapapapapapapapapapapapapapaaapaaaaaaapaapaapaaaaapaaaa shshssssssssssssss 22222222222222222222222222222222222––––––4:4 (i(iii) ind

hs
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 Section C  [25 marks]

15 (a) Which word in Paragraph 1 tells the reader that cannibalism is a departure from accepted 
norms?

[1]

‘aberrant’ [1]

(b) From Paragraph 1, give two reasons why cannibalism arises. Answer in your own words.

(i) {unavailability/ deficiency/ insufficiency/ inadequacy/ shortage/ scarcity} of
{food/ sustenance} [1]

PROHIBITED: lack, alternative, forms, nutrition
NOTE: nourishment has the same origins as nutrition and so is prohibited

[1]

(ii) {anxiety/ pressures} {linked to/ arising from/ connected to} being
{imprisoned/ confined/ trapped/ restricted/ kept in an enclosed space/
unable to roam freely} [1]

PROHIBITED: stresses, associated, captive, conditions
NOTE: distress has the same origins as stress and so is prohibited

[1]

(c) According to Paragraph, 1 what is the current perception about cannibalism among
animals?

[1]

It {occurs in hundreds, even thousands, of species/ occurs in many species/ 
is very common/ is normal} [1].

WRONG: common in some animals/ acceptable/ unsurprising

16 (a) According to Paragraph 2, why do some creatures consume their own eggs? [1]

They do not recognise individuals of their own kind as anything other than food
[1].

NOTE: as anything other than food must be included in the answer

(b) Suggest why overcrowding can lead to cannibalism. [1]

There may be insufficient food for all the animals, so some may eat their own 
kind to survive [1].
OR Animals eat their own kind so that {it will be less crowded/ there will be better 
nutrition for the remaining animals} [1].
OR Animals get stressed because of the overcrowding and end up eating their 
own kind [1].

WRONG: Animals choose the most convenient food source, and since there are many 
of their own species around, they eat them.

o} be
enclosed

e, conditiononss
s stress and d d d sosososo iiiissss prppp ohibibibibititititedededed

he currrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreneneeeneeenenenenenneneeeneneneeeneneeee t pepeeercrcrcrcrcrcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceepepepepeeeepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeppppppptititititititititititititititititititititititititititititiitiiitiititiionononoononononononononononononononononononononononononononononononnononnnnnnn aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaabbobobobobbbbbbbobbobbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb uuuut cananananninininibabbb lism among

ds, eveneeneneneneneneneeneneneeneeeeeneeeeeeeneeeeeeee tttttttttttttttttttthohohohohohohhohohhohohohohohohohohhhohhhoohoooooooooousuuuusususususuususussuususussusususanaaaaanananaanaa ddddsddddddddddd , offff ssssssssssspeppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp cies/ occucucucucucucucursrsrsrsrsrsrsrs in mamamamamamamamany sssssssspepepepepepepepp ciciciciccicicieseeeeese / 
/ is normaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaall}lllll [1[1[[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[[[[1[1[[1[1[1[[[[[[[[[[ ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]].............

G: commmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmon innnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn sososososososoososososssoososossossososososoososoosososoosossosososoosoososososssoossosossossososs memememememememeememememeememeeememeememeeeeeeeememeeeememeeeeemeeeeeemeeemememm  aniiniiniiiiiiiiiniinnnnninn mamammamamammmamamammmmmmamamamamamamammamammmamammammammmmmamammammmamaaaaaaaaaaaaaalslsslsslsslsssssslsssssssssssssssss/ /////////////// /// ///////////// acacacaccacaccaccaccaccccccccccccacccccaccccccacacccccaaa ceptabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbleleleleleleleleleelelelellellelelleeleleeleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeelel / / / ////////////// ////////////////////////////// unununuuuununununnunununuuununnnnuuuuununuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu ssssussssssssssssss rprisingngnggngnngnnnngngngngnggngggggggg

Accocococooooocoooooooooordrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrddrdrdrddrdrddinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggg totttt  Paragagagagagagagagagagagagagagrarararararararararararararaphphphpphphphphphphphppphphphphphphhphhhphphhpphphphpphphphphpphppppppppppppppppp  2, why y yyyyyyyy yyyyyyy dododdododdododdodododdodododdooodoodooddooodooododddddddddddoo sssssssssssssssssssssssssssommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee crcrccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc eaeaeeeeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaaeaaaaaaeaeaaee tutututurerereres ss s cocococonsum

ey dddddddddddddooooooooooo nonnnnnnnnnnn t rererererereeeereerereeeeeeeeeeeeeecocococococococococococococococccccccccc gnnnnnisisisssisssssisisisissssssisisssisisisiisisii e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ininininininininnininnnnninnnininininndidididididididididididididididid vvvvvvvivivvvvv duddudududududududududddududuududududdududuuuuudd als ofofofofofoff tttttttthehehehehehheh iriiiii  own

as aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaanynynynynynynynyynynynynynynynynynynnnnnynnynnynnnnynnnny hththhhhhhhhhhhhhhinininnnnnnninnnnnnnninininninnninininininininnninnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg other r rr ththththanananan food

hy ovverercrcroowding

e in
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17 Here is part of a conversation between two students, Jane and David, who have read this 
text.

  Jane   David

(a) Based on the evidence in Paragraphs 4 and 5, how might Jane explain her position? [1]

In both species, the young eat their mother’s eggs [1].
OR In both species, babies are the ones doing the cannibalising [1].

NOTE:
The similarity between the species must be shown.
The eggs consumed by the young must be specified as their mother’s.

(b) With reference to Paragraphs 4 and 5, give one feature of cannibalism in sand tiger
sharks that David can cite to support his point of view.

[1]

They consume their mother’s eggs before being born [1].
OR They {eat fellow embryos/ practise sibling cannibalism} (in their mother’s
oviduct) [1].

18 With reference to Paragraph 6, state the irony about the offspring of birds like vultures and 
egrets which practise cannibalism.

[2]

Cannibalism results in well-nourished offspring [1] but a smaller population [1].

NOTE: The irony must be stated explicitly. If the irony is implied, or presented the other 
way round (cannibalism results in a smaller population, but the offspring are well 
nourished), award [1] for the whole answer.

Surprisingly, 
cannibalism is 

similar among black 
spiders and sand 

tiger sharks. 

No, there is a 
difference. 

ng [1

n.
specified asasasas ttttheheheheiriririr mmmotototothhehh r’s.

5, giveeeeeeee one feeeeatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatattatattatatattttttttururuuuuruurururururururururururururururuuururuururururururururururrrrre e e eeeeeeeeeee eeee eee e e e e e e ee e ee e e ee e e e ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoofoofoofffofofffffffffofffffoffofffffoofoffofoffofofofofoffof cccccccccccccccccccccccanaaaaaaaaa nibabababaliiismsmsmsm iiiin sand t
pport his popopopopopopopopopopopopopopoininininininininininininininint ofofofoffofofofofofoffofofffffofofofffofofffoffoffofofofffffffffofoffoffofooooooooof vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv eeieiiieiieieieieieieieieieieiiiieeeeeeieeeeeeieeiiieieiiieiieeiieieeeieiiieeeeieiieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeew.w.w.www.wwwwwwwww.w.w.w.www.ww.www.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.w.  

motheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr’’’’’’sssssssssssssssssssssssss egegegegegegegegeegegeegegegeegegegegegegeegegeggeggggggggggsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgsgs bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbefore e e eeeee eeee bebebebebebebebebebebebebbbebebbeebeeeeing bobbbbbbbbbbbb rn [[11]]........
ow embryryrryryryryrryrrryrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr osoooooooooooooooooooooooooooo / prprprprprpprprprprprprpppprprprppppppppppppp accctitititittittitttt sesesesesesesesesesesesesesese siblilllllllllllllllllllllllllll ngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  cannibaaaaaaaaliiiiiiiismsmsmsmsmsmsmsm} (iiiiiiiinnnnnnn ttttthtt eieieieeieieie r rr rrr rr momomomomomomomom ththththththther’s

h referencecececececececececcececececececcececccecececccccceccecce to PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPPaPaPaPaPP rarararararararrrrarrar grrrrrrrrrrrrrapapapapapapapapapapaapapapapapapaaapaapapaaaapapppapappppphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 6,666666666666666 sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssstatatatataatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatataatattattatttattttt tetetttttttetetetetetettetetttttttttttttttettttttttee ttttttttttttttttttheheeeeee iiiiiiiiiiiiiirororororororororrorororororororororooooooorroooorororoororooooorororrrrroroonynynynynynynynynynynynyyynynynynyyyynyny aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaabobobobobobobobobooboobobobobobobobobobobobobobobbbbobobobobboobbobbbbooobobb utttttttttttttttttttttttt tthe ooooffffffffspspspspring of b
ets wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhhhihhhhhhhhhhhhhh chhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppractisseeeeeee eeeeeee cacacccccacccacccc nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn iiibiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii alism.m.mm.m.m.m..mm..mmmmm.mmmmmmmm.mmm...

ballllllllisisisisisisisiisiiisi m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesususususususususussusussusussssusususssussussuuuulttlttttltltltltlttltltttttttttttssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss in welelellllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll----------------nononononnononnonononononononononnnooonnnooururururururururrrurrrurrruuuu isisisisisissisisisisissssisisssisissssshehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh d offffffffsfsfsfsfsfsfsfsprppppp inininininining [1] b

he iririririiriiiriririririririririrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrononononononononononononononononononononnnnnnnoo yyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyy mumumumummumumumumumumuumumumumumumumumummuuuummmmummmummmmumummuuuuuuustststststststststststststtststststststssstsststssttsssssssttttt bbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ststststststststststststststststststsststsstttstssttsssssttttstttsts atataaatatattattataaataataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ed eeeexpxpxpxplilililicicicicitltltltly. If th
(caaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnibibibiibibibibibibibibibibibibibibibibibibalaaa isisssssssssssssssssssssssssm m m mm mmmmmmmmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmm rrer suuuultttts s s s inininin aaaa (( smalle
awaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaardrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdddrdrddddrdrdrddddddrdddddddddrrddrrdrd [[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[1]1]1]1]1]1]1]1]1]1]1]1]11]1]1] for tttthehehehe wwwwhohhh le a
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19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise how and why eggs, fetuses and 
newborn animals are cannibalised.
Use information only from paragraphs 3 to 6. 
Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 80 
words ,not counting the words given to help you begin.

Tiny eggs and larvae are often a major food source

Line/s Point (as in text) Remarks
19–20 1. [WHY] fish eggs, larvae and fry are vast in

number, minute in size and high in
nutritional value

OK: [nutritious] substantial/
meet dietary needs
WRONG: [vast in number]
largely available;
[nutritious] healthy

20–21 2. [HOW] this makes them a non-threatening and
easily collected food source

OK: easily available/ will 
not resist

23–27 3. [HOW] so-called eggs, produced by some
types of spiders, lady beetles and snails,
function solely as food… a day after
spiderlings hatch, new mothers lay a clutch
of eggs, which are doled out to their hungry
babies

NOTE: No penalty for 
treating spiders as insects

27–29 4. [WHY] this keeps them satisfied for the next
three days, after which the spiderlings are
ready for their next stage of development

OK: grow and develop

32–33 5. [HOW] late-term sand tiger embryos are
anatomically well developed, with mouths
full of sharp teeth

NOTE: Must mention 
either well developed or
sharp teeth

40–41 6. [HOW] shark oviducts contain embryos at
different developmental stages

WRONG: different 
developmental rates

41–43 7. [WHY] once the largest of the embryos run
through their own yolk supply… when the
eggs are gone

OK: deplete/ finish
WRONG: diminish

42, 43 8. [HOW] they begin consuming eggs… the
ravenous fetal sharks begin consuming their
smaller siblings

OK: sibling cannibalism

45–46 9. [HOW] in birds like vultures and egrets… two
eggs are laid but one hatches several days
before the other

47–50 10. [WHY] in instances where the parents are
unable to provide enough to eat… to get
well-nourished offspring

OK: when food is scarce/ 
inadequate/ insufficient

48–49 11. [HOW] the firstborn will kill and consume the
younger sibling

W] th

asily
ot resist

ails,
after

ers lay a cluuuuuutctctctctctctccccccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh
d out tto o o oooo o o o oo o o ooooo thttttttttttt eir huhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhungngngngngnnngngnngngnnngngngngngngngngngnngngnnggngggggryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryyyyyy

NOTETE: NoNo pen
trtreaeatitingng spiders

eeps theheheheheheheheheheheheheheehehehehehhhhehhehhhhhhhheh mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm sasasasasaasasasasasasaasaasasasaasassssssasaass titttttttttttttttttttttttt sfsfssssfsfsfssfss ieieieieieeieeeeeieeeed for rrrrr thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe next
ays, after whwhwhwwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwwwwhwhwhwhwhhhwhicccccch hh hhhhh hhhh hhh hhhhh hhhh ththtthththththhhththtththththhththhhhhthththththththeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sspspspspspspspppspspspsppspsppspspppss idididididiidididididididididididididddddererererrererererrerrrererrerrererrerrerrere lilllillillllllllllll ngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn s are

ady for thththththtththththththhheieieieieieeieieieieieeieieieieeieeeeieeeeeiiir nextxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxxtxtxtxtxtxxtxtxtxtxxxxxxtxtxtttt ssssssssssssssssssssssssstatatatatataaatatatatatatatatataataataatatttatattt gegegegegeggegeggggeegeeeegeggeeegee oooooof ffffffffffffffffffffffffffff dedededededededededededdedededededdeddededdddedeedeeeeeeveveveveveveveveveeeeeveveveveveveveveveeveveevevvvvvvvv lollllllololololllllll pmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee t

OKOOOOOOOO : grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrowowowowowowowowowowow anddndddndddd dddddddddddeveveveveveveveveeveleeeee op

5. [H[H[HH[H[HHH[HH[HH[H[HH[HHH[HH[H[H[H[HHHHHOWOWOWOWWWWOWWWWOOWWWOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO ]]]]]]]]]]]]]] lalaaaalalalaaaaalaaalate-tettttettetttttttttetttttttttttttt rmrmrmrmrrmrmrmrrrmrmrmrrmrmrmrrrmrmrrrrrrrrrr ssssssssssssssssananananannannnanannnnananannanannanananaa ddddddddddddddddddddd tititititititittitititittttititittittititiigegegegegegeegegegegegegegeegegegeggegegegggegeggeg r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr emmmmmmmmmmmmmbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbbrbrbbbrbbrrbrbrbbbbbrbrbrbrrbbbrrryoyoyoyooyoyoyoyooyoyoyoyoyoooyoyooyoyooyyoyoyoyyoyoyoyoyosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss arararararararararaararararararaarararararararraaarra eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
anaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa atomomomomomomomomommomommommomomiciciiiiiiiciiiiiii alalllllalalllallllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy wwwwwell dedededededededededededededededededededededdedddddddddddddd vevevevevevveveveveeevveveeveeveeveveevevevvevevevvveev lolololololololllollollllloooooooopepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeeepepepeppepepeepeppppp d,d,d,d,d,ddd,d,d,d,ddd,dddddd,d,d,d,d, wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwittititittititttititititittittittititittttititttithhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh mouthshshshshshshsh
fuffffffffffffffffffffff ll of shssshsshshshshhshshhhhsss aaaraarararaaaaraaaaarp ppppppppppppppppppppppppppp tttttttettttttttttttttttttt eth

NONOTE:
eith

6.6.66666666666 [HOWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]] shshshshshshshshshshshshshshshhhhshshhshshshhshshshss ark k kkkkkkkkkk kkkk kk kkk ovovovovovovovovovovovovovvovoooovooooooovooovooovvididididididdiddddidddddddididdddididdidididucucucucucucucucucccucucucucucucuccctsststststststssststssssstttstss cccocococccccccccccccc ntainnnnnnnn emememememememe bryos
dddddddiddddddddddddddd ffffffffffffffereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ennnnnnnnnnnnnt ttttttttttt tt t tt dedededeeddedededededededededededdedededeedededdedededeedeedevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevvvevevevveveevveloololololololoololooooololollolooloololooololooll pmpppppppppppppppppppppp entaaaaaallllll ststststststststaagaaaaaa es

[WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHYHHHHHHYHHYHHHHHHHYH ]] ononnonononononnnonnononnnonnnonononnnnonnnnnnnnceccccccccccccccccccc  the lllllllararararararargegegegegegegegest of t
thrororororororororororororoooooooooooooouguuuuuuuuuuuuuu h ththhhhhheieieieieieieiir r rr r rr owoooooo n yo

ggssssssssss aaaaaaarererererereee gggggggone
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MODEL:
Tiny eggs and larvae are often a major food source, 1, 2 healthful and readily available 
because of their abundance. 3 Some spiders lay eggs specifically to feed their young 4 till 
their next growth phase. 5 Fetal sharks, endowed with sharp teeth, 8 may eat not only eggs, 
but even other fetuses, 7 when their nutrient store depletes – 6 a feat possible because 
shark oviducts often accommodate embryos at varying developmental points. 9 Similarly, 
some birds have one egg hatching before the other, 11 and the firstborn chick will devour 
the younger 10 when the parents deliver insufficient food. (79 words)

healthful l ananananananananannnanannananannannnndddddddddddddddddddddd rererererererererererererererereeeerr adadadadadadadadadadadaddadadadadaddadadadadiiiiilililiilililililiii y avai
ggs speciffficicicicicicicciccicicicicicciiiici alalalalalalalalaalalalalalalalllylylylylylylylylylylylylylylylyly tttttttttttttttttoooooooooooooooooooo feededededededdededdededdddeddddd ttttttttttttttttttheirirririrririrriririrrriririrrri yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyoun

wed with sharprpprprpprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprpprpppppppppppp tttttttttttttttttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeethththththththththttththtthtttttththtttttttttt , 8888888888888888 maaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaay yy y y y y y y yy y y y yyy y y yyyy eaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaeeeaeat t tttttt tt tt t tt ttt nononononononononononononononooonooon t only
ent stororrrrororrororrrrrororrrrrrorororororororrrrorro e eee deplplppppppppppp etetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetetettttttttttttteeeeeeeeseseseeseseseseseseseseseseseeeeseseseseseeeesesesssssssssssssss ––––––––––––––––– 6666666666666666666666666666666666666666 aaaaaaaaaaaaaa aaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ffefefeefefefefefffefefefefefffefefefffeffefffffeffffefeat pppppppppppppppppppppposooooooooooooooooooooo sissisisisisisissisisisississibblblblblblblblblblblblblblbbbbb e becaus

mbryos attttttttt tttttt vavavavaaaaaaaaaaaaaaavaaryryyyyyyyyyyyyyyryyyyyyyyyinininininininninininininininininninininnininnininnnnnnnnninnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnninnnnnnnnninnnnninnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg dedededdddeddddedededededededededddededddededededededededededededededdeddddddedddddeddeddddddddededdeeddedddddddeddddddddeeedddeedddddedddddddeddddededdedevevvvvevvevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevevelolololollolololololololololololololololololololololololololololololololololooooopmpmpmppppppmmmmmmmpmpmppmppppppmmmmmmpmppppppmmpppppmpmpmmmppmpmmmpmmmmmmmmppmpmmmmppmpmpmmmmpppmmmmmpmmmppmmmpmmmmeeeeneneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee tallllllllllll popopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopooininininininininininininnnnnnninnnntstststststststststttststtststtss. 9 Similarl
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Section B

Read the printout of a webpage below and use the information to answer the question on page 3 of 
the Question Booklet.

RREDUCE PLASTIC POLLUTION  
Every effort counts. Act NOW! 

Y O U  C A N  P L A Y  Y O U R  P A R T 

Reduce Use of Single-Use Plastics 
Single-use plastics include plastic bags, water 
bottles, straws, cups, utensils, takeaway 
containers and any other plastic items that are 
discarded after one use.

Refuse any single-use plastics such as 
utensils or straws
Carry reusable grocery or tote bags, and
bottles

 
 

Recycle or Reuse Plastic 
Recycling helps keep plastics out of the ocean and 
reduces the amount of “new” plastic in circulation.

Place clean plastic items in proper recycle bins
‘Upcycle’ plastics by creating useful items from 
plastic waste

 
Participate in Beach Cleaning

Volunteer to stand in the frontlines of the efforts to 
keep our coasts and its marine inhabitants safe 
from unused plastics.

Collect waste with your friends or family 
members
Spread the message of reducing usage of 
plastic to beachgoers

 

 
Spread the Word 

Help others to be aware of the effects of plastic 
pollution.

Tell others of the harmful effect of plastic on 
marine life and the environment.
One is never too young to start living a greener 
lifestyle
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Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines about nomadic Mongolians. The first and last 
lines are correct.  For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are 
two more lines with no errors. 

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2 p.m. at  

My mother always wears sensible clothes

For thousands of years, the nomadic Mongolians have lived a life herding

animals. Still untouched by mass tourism and steeped in their culture roots 1

and traditions, these resilient people living on harsh, isolated conditions 2

are the remnants of a disappearing culture. A Mongolian climate is so 3

extreme and often unpredictable, with winter storms, droughts or 4

desertification all threaten the nomads’ existence and affecting their livelihood. 5

Summer droughts have result in animals not gaining sufficient weight to 6

withstand the ferocious of the freezing winters. Transportation and technology 7

are some of the areas that has been changing for the remaining nomads. 8

Their ancient traditional lifestyle has been impacted by technology, from 9

mobile phones to iPads.  Those who move to the cities often struggle to make 10

a living as they have few skills or relevant work experience.

Adapted from ‘Life Travel’ The Sunday Times 30 Sept 2018
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.

Question 2

You should look at the poster in the Insert, study the information carefully and plan your answer 
before beginning to write.

According to a survey by the Singapore Environment Council (SEC), Singapore uses at least 
1.76 billion plastic items a year.  One reason that plastic pollution poses a problem is that it 
does not disintegrate. Plastic debris breaks down into smaller particles known as microplastics 
which are ingested by marine life and which in turn enter our food chain.

As the President of Eco Club, you are concerned about the impact of plastic pollution on 
marine life and the environment.  You would like to highlight the problem of plastic pollution to 
the school during the afternoon assembly.

In your speech you should:

explain why plastic pollution is a major concern today
recommend two practical ways from the poster to help students to reduce plastic pollution 
in their everyday lives
state the benefits of reducing plastic pollution

Write your speech in clear, accurate English and in a persuasive tone to get your schoolmates 
to take action to tackle plastic pollution.

You may include other details you think will be helpful.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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Name: _________________________________ (        )                     Class: _____________

Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics.

Questions 3-6

3 Schools conduct emergency drills every year.  How far do you agree that these drills are 
effective in preparing students for an actual emergency?

4 Overseas volunteering activities benefit the volunteers more than those who receive the 
help. What are your views?

5 ‘Destiny is not the path given us, but the path we choose for ourselves.’  Do you believe 
you are in control of your own destiny?

6 ‘You can’t judge a book by its cover.’  In your experience, how important is it to present a 
good first impression?

Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here: …………..
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SECTION A [5 marks]
Text 1

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 – 4. 

For 
Examiner’s

Use

1 What is the purpose of the entire webpage?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

2 Refer to the picture and the section entitled THE PROTECTORS. State one way in which 
the picture reinforces the message in the text.                                                                  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]

3 Refer to the section headed WHO ARE WE LOOKING FOR which describes some of 
the attributes that a police officer must have. Which word or phrase tells us that a police 
officer must be quick and resourceful?                                                                                 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

4 Refer to the box headed ENTRY REQUIREMENTS. Which position is harder for a 
potential candidate to apply for and why?

                                                                                   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………  [1]
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SECTION B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on page 3 – 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 – 13.

For 
Examiner’s

Use

5 At the beginning of the text, the earthquake strikes the city. Explain how the language 
used in Paragraph 1 shows the impact of the earthquake on the people and the city.

Support your answer with three details from Paragraph 1.

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….....

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….....

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….....

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….....

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….....

…...……………..……………………………………………………………………………... [3]

6 From Paragraph 1, what two things caused the writer to regain consciousness?     

(i) ……………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

(ii) ……………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

7 In Paragraph 2, explain in your own words why the writer rushed home.                       

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….....

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

8 In Paragraph 3, we are told that the nearby hospital ‘had systematically spilled out into 
the street’ (line 15). What is (i) unusual but (ii) effective about this phrase?                

It is unusual because………………………………………………………………………….....

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

It is effective because…..…………………………………………………………………….....

…..……..……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]
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9 In Paragraph 4, the writer says ‘We slept on and off, continually being rocked and 
pelted throughout the night. But we were safe’ (lines 27 – 28).                                     

For 
Examiner’s

Use

(i) What was the writer continually being rocked and pelted by?

The writer was continually rocked by…...…………………………………………....[1]

The writer was continually pelted by …………………………………………………[1]

(ii) Despite being rocked and pelted throughout the night, explain why the writer 
felt safe.                                        

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

10 In Paragraph 5, the writer says ‘We were awoken by an alarm at about 5am – another 
tumultuous agitation. In the light of morning, we felt very vulnerable.’ 

With reference to the bolded words, explain the sensation felt.         

[2]

        
Descriptions Words from the passage

(i) Tumultuous

(ii) Vulnerable

11 In Paragraph 6, the writer says they consolidated their supplies and were then a big 
group. What do you think is one benefit of doing so?          
                                                         

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………….... [1]

12 Which two phrases in Paragraph 7 suggest that the writer felt devastated?        

(i) ……………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

(ii) …...……………..………………………………………………………………………. [1]
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13 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s feelings at different stages of the earthquake. 
Complete the flow chart by choosing one word to summarise his dominant feeling at each 
stage. There are some extra words you do not need to use.

The writer’s feelings

Flow chart

                                                 

                                  [4]

For 
Examiner’s

Use

Paragraph 1: (i) …………………………………………..

Paragraph 2: (ii) ……………………………………………

Paragraph 4: (iii) …………………………………………..

Paragraph 7: (iv) …………………………………………..

uncertainty                 sorrow                     exasperation                        trepidation     

solace                        regret                        indifference     
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14

Name:______________________________  (      )                       Sec _____

SECTION C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on page 5 – 6 of the Insert for Questions 14 – 19.

Which word in Paragraph 1 tells us that boxing is a dreadful sport?                

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

For 
Examiner’s

Use

15 From Paragraph 1, give two ways that a young boxer can lose a match.       

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………….………………………………………………………………………………

………………………..………………………………………………………………………...[2]

16 Here is part of a conversation between two students, who have read the article.

                                                                                   
       Andy                                                                                                   Bernice

(i) Give two examples from Paragraph 2 that Andy can give to support his view.   

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………... [2]

Boxing has 
its fair 

share of 
happy 

endings.

However, 
boxing has 

lost its 
appeal to 
the fans.
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(ii) Give one evidence from the same paragraph that Bernice can use to support her 
view.                                                                                                                         

For 
Examiner’s

Use
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………... [1]

17 Paragraph 6 describes a boxer’s contrasting statuses in any fight – ‘a necessary delusion 
about one’s invulnerability – a self-image that is part superhero where you are required 
to operate in a profession in which you sign a death waiver as a mortal man each time 
you take part.’ (lines 45 – 47). 

Give one characteristic that corresponds to each of the contrasting statuses of a boxer.

Status Characteristic

Superhero

Mortal man

                                                                                                                                       [2]

18 In Paragraph 7, we are told that boxing demands that boxers ‘internalise a code’ (line 
49). 

(i) What is this code?              

……………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

(ii) What is the after-effect on fighters who have encountered death during a match?    

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
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19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the negative outcomes that 
could possibly arise from boxing.                                                                              

Use information only from Paragraphs 5 to 6.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer than 
80 words, not counting the words given to help you begin.

For 
Examiner’s

Use

Boxing is known to have several negative outcomes because boxers……………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………. No. of words:                           [15]

End of Paper
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Section A
Text 1 

Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the Question Booklet.

WHO ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

The work of a Police Officer is not just to fight crime, but also to protect the vulnerable. You need to 
be tenacious and tough yet sensitive and empathetic when required. You must be able to think on 
your feet and remain calm in critical situations, but also be proactive and sincere when engaging the 
community.

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS Sergeant Inspector

Educational 
Requirements

Minimally 5 GCE ‘O’ Level 
Credits

A Pass Degree in any 
discipline

Work Experience Not necessary but past relevant work experience would be taken 
into account

                                                                    BENEFITS

* Annual Leave of 28 – 35 days * Subsidised medical and dental fees *Retirement Funds
* Class 3 driving licence             * Professional learning and development benefits

                                                      CONTACT US

For enquiries on joining SPF, please contact us at SPF_Career@spf.gov.sg.
        

                                                            Adapted from: https://www.police.gov.sg/join-us/police-officer

THE PROTECTORS

Every day, officers of the 
Singapore Police Force 
give their utmost to 
prevent, deter and detect 
crime. They are our 
protectors — outstanding 
men and women we can 
count on to keep us safe 
and secure. More than just 
a job, it is a career that 
makes a real difference by 
safeguarding us every day
on the ground, on the roads  
and at sea.
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Section B
Text 2

The text below describes what happened during an earthquake. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 5 – 13 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1

2

3

4

5

6

I was with a friend when the first tremor hit. We stumbled like drunkards into the 
middle of the street. The earth shook and nearby buildings swayed like coconut 
trees in a hurricane that I thought they might come down on us. I turned to run and 
take refuge against a fence, but the ground’s movement caused me to run helter-
skelter and I ran headlong into it, blacking out for a moment. Seconds later, I came 
around to the sounds of crashing cars and screaming people and a sharp pain in 
my hand. Sections of the wall had toppled, so my friend and I pressed on as a cloud 
of dust rolled over us.

The quake seemed to last forever, and when the earth stopped buckling, panic 
quickly set in. People were petrified. I thought of my family and rushed home to 
discover they were unscathed. As the tremors slowed, we knew we would have to 
collect what we could to make a shelter. We had taken cover on a school’s grounds, 
open enough to ensure we would be safe even in the face of another big quake.

My hand suffered a contusion. I headed for a nearby hospital, which had 
systematically spilled out into the street due to the sudden increase in the number
of patients and the fear of another quake – even those in the Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU) were out in the road. Victims increased by the minute, some of whom had 
been crushed and were too far gone to be helped. Exposed to the elements, people 
in the ICU were dying, too. I left without consulting a doctor; there were just too 
many who needed much more urgent care. I queued briefly at the triage area and 
left with a sling bandage.

As I returned to my family, I began to understand the enormity of the devastation. 
Stone and debris littered the streets, and foundations were ripped apart. I was able 
to find some food and water (enough to last us at least a day) and returned to the 
school. Huddled together with about fifty others with regular aftershocks, we spent 
the night in a shelter that had been partially crushed by bricks from a nearby 
building. We had no other alternative as it began pouring steadily. We slept on and 
off, continually being rocked and pelted throughout the night. But we felt safe.

We were awoken by an alarm at about 5am – another tumultuous agitation. In the 
light of morning, we felt very vulnerable. Mothers and children cried despondently 
for their lives. Rumour was it that there would be another large earthquake later in 
the day. Along with a few others, my family gathered what few belongings we were 
able to recover (a mattress, blankets, food and water) and looked for safer ground.

Hundreds of families took shelter in a field nearby – some with literally nothing at all 
while others tried to fashion makeshift tents. Because of my injury, I was not able to 
pitch my own so I asked people nearby for help. Everybody was still fearful and 
some more helpful than others. I finally met a friend whose family welcomed us in 
and we consolidated our supplies. We were now a big group – two grandmothers, 
three couples and five kids.

5
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7 When mobile service resumed, I was able to connect with friends and family in the 
surrounding area. It was then that I learned that all of Nepal was in chaos and this 
made me overcome with grief. A great deal of the country had been destroyed. 
Thousands were dead. And again I felt helpless, with a lame hand and a family that 
was relying on me. Soon, it started to rain again, leaving me in tremendous distress.

40

Adapted from: https://www.gadventures.com/blog/a-first-person-account-of-the-earthquake-in-
nepal/



Secondary 4 Express / 5 Normal (Academic)                     5                                              English Language 1128/02
Kent Ridge Secondary School                                                                                         Mid-Year Examination 2019

 

Section C
Text 3

The text below is about boxing as a sport, and why people are prepared to sacrifice in the boxing 
ring. Read it carefully and answer Questions 14 – 19 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1

2

3

4

5

For those seeking vicarious thrills, boxing is a perennially disappointing, occasionally 
harrowing option. Leaving aside the commercial reasons – dodgy scorecards, 
promotional disputes keeping fighters apart – the longer one remains a committed 
witness, the less likely boxing is to deliver a happy ending. The seemingly unbeatable 
young challenger coddled in hyperbole will be found out. This can happen against the 
unlikeliest opponent, through undertraining, moving up one weight division too far or 
being caught by boxing’s greatest danger: the punch you do not see. The underdogs will 
carry on to fight again, before they soon enough stop beating the odds and end up on 
their backs. However, most commonly, time – the only unconquerable adversary – will
dull reflexes, calcify extremities and betray senses.

The sport supplies a distinct rarity of happy endings but no shortage of tragic ones. 
However poignant it is to see a once-great Joe Louis hanging over the canvas, knocked 
out by a young Rocky Marciano, or Muhammad Ali knocking out all-time favourite 
George Foreman to become heavyweight champion in the ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ in 
1974, there are other, darker nights, which lead to calls for the sport to be outlawed. 
Compared to its boom years in the early 20th century, boxing is now a niche interest 
relegated to the newspapers’ back pages, with the exception of rare ‘crossover events’ 
such as 2017’s overblown Floyd Mayweather versus Conor McGregor ‘money fight’ in 
Nevada.

The sport’s habit of destroying its competitors is not the only reason for this stagger 
towards the margins, it has also not helped in countering perennial charges of 
barbarism, or securing the terrestrial television platforms that boxing once commanded.

For all this modern stringency and trauma planning, chaos remains an inextricable 
element of boxing. In part, that is the nature of a sport where one of the chief ways for a 
fighter to win is by incapacitating his opponent. In a broader sense, it has to do with the 
pursuit of victory itself. Boxing is multi-tiered but at its root, two-sided: the left and the 
right of the card, prospect and opponent. While mismatches in ability carry risks, the 
more dangerous scenario involves a fighter meeting his mirror-self, someone of equal 
ambition, skill and courage.

Scarring occasions in which a fighter has lost his life are the impetus for Elliot 
Worsell’s book Dog Rounds, a testament to the ways boxing implicates fighters and 
those who watch them in its darkest possibilities. Worsell frames the book as ‘aversion 
therapy’ for the licensed brutality to which he has been addicted since his teenage years. 
In one fight Worsell witnessed, a fighter named Blackwell began the night as champion 
and ended it in an induced coma. Another fighter, Eubank, left Michael Watson with life-
threatening injuries in a match in 1991. Other incidents include the loss of standing when 
a renowned fighter loses to a relative newbie and mismanagement of finances. A fight 
broke out after the match between fans which further tarnished the name of the sport. 
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6

7

Those involved in ring deaths tend to display not only an absence of malice, but the 
wounded sense that the proficiency of their actions – because of the outcome – cannot 
be admired. This is what makes themselves vulnerable to the blows of an unconstrained 
opponent. This is what fighters are trained for: to dish out blows until the referee or their 
opponent’s corner intervenes. They cannot stop until they are stopped. In almost all 
cases, it is all they are qualified to do and, in more than one case in Worsell’s book, 
something they have said they are prepared to die for. A necessary delusion about one’s 
invulnerability – a self-image that is part superhero where you are required to operate in 
a profession in which you sign a death waiver as a mortal man each time you take part.

Like all martial arts, boxing feeds on the young – those who have not yet been brutalised 
by its workings – and demands they internalise a code that says you must be prepared 
to fight to a conclusion, even a fatal one. The worst harm comes when the fighter, having 
steeled himself to abide by this code, has to enact it and carry on afterwards. Almost 
every fighter involved in a death is unwilling to go all out for a knockout for fear of 
repeating the fatal ending.

40
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Adapted from: https://www.newstatesman.com/culture/books/2018/01/matter-life-and-death-why-
people-are-prepared-die-and-kill-boxing-ring
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines about nomadic Mongolians. The first and 
last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There 
are two more lines with no errors. 

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 

Examples: 

I arrived to my destination at 2p.m. at

My mother always wears sensible clothes

For thousands of years, the nomadic Mongolians have lived a life herding

animals. Still untouched by mass tourism and steeped in their culture roots

and traditions, these resilient people living on harsh, isolated conditions 

are the remnants of a disappearing culture.  A Mongolian climate is so 

extreme and often unpredictable, with winter storms, droughts or

desertification all threaten the nomads’ existence and affecting their livelihood.

Summer droughts have result in animals not gaining sufficient weight to

withstand the ferocious of the freezing winters. Transportation and technology

are some of the areas that has been changing for the remaining nomads.

Their ancient traditional lifestyle has been impacted by technology, from

mobile phones to iPads. Those who move to the cities often struggle to make 

a living as they have few skills or relevant work experience.

1 cultural (Adj)

2 in (Prep) 

3 The (Def. Art.) 

4 and (Conj)

5 threatening (Pres Part)

6 resulted (Pres Perf)

7 ferocity (noun)

8 have

9

10

Adapted from ‘Life Travel’ The Sunday Times 30 Sept 2018
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Section A [5 marks]

1 What is the purpose of the entire webpage?     [1]

To recruit/encourage people to join the police (force).

2 Refer to the picture and the section entitled THE PROTECTORS. State one way in which 
the picture reinforces the message in the text.                                                                  [2]

The picture shows (young) police officers who look smart/prim and proper/ready (to 
defend)/vigilant/serious.[1] This reinforces the idea that they are outstanding/we can 
count on them/they can keep us safe and secure.[1]

OR

The picture shows police officers clad in different attire [1] (representing the different 
roles they play). This reinforces the message that our police officers safeguard us in many 
different ways/avenues / on the ground, on the roads and at sea[1]. 

3 Refer to the section headed WHO ARE WE LOOKING FOR which describes some of the 
attributes that a police officer must have. Which word or phrase tells us that a police officer 
must be resourceful?                                                                                                         [1]

‘(able to) think on your feet’

Quotation marks are necessary

4 Refer to the box headed ENTRY REQUIREMENTS. Which position is harder for a potential 
candidate to apply for and why?                                                                                         [1]

Inspector. The candidate must (at least) have a (pass) degree as compared to just O 
Level credits for the sergeant post.

(Both parts must be present to score 1 mark each)
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Section B [20 marks]

5 At the beginning of the text, the earthquake strikes the city. Explain how the language used 
in Paragraph 1 shows the impact of the earthquake on the people and the city. 

Support your answer with three details from Paragraph 1.    [3]

‘We stumbled like drunkards (into the middle of the street)’ suggests that the people 
lost their balance/footing / were not steady

‘Nearby buildings swayed like coconut trees in a hurricane’ suggests that the 
buildings were in danger of collapsing / going to collapse / people did not feel safe in 
the buildings.

(Those who mention buildings actually collapsing are wrong as this is not mentioned in this 
paragraph)

‘The ground’s movement caused me to run helter-skelter’ suggests that the author 
lost his sense of direction / did not know where he was heading.

Answers without supporting details / wrong details or associated language features 
explained will be given 0 marks. 
Multiple similar supporting details used will score a maximum of 1 mark. 
Multiple similar explanation for language features used will score a maximum of 1 mark. 

6 From Paragraph 1, what two things caused the writer to regain consciousness?  [2]

(i)

(ii)

The sounds of crashing cars and screaming people. [1]

The sharp pain in his hand. [1]

7 From Paragraph 2, explain in your own words why the writer rushed home.                       [1]

He wanted to ensure the safety of his family/loved ones / know if his family 
members were still alive / okay. 

(He wanted to know if they were unscathed) -- X (used in the passage; not own words)
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8 In Paragraph 3, we are told that the nearby hospital ‘had systematically spilled out into the 
street’ (line 15). What is (i) unusual but (ii) effective about this phrase?                           [2]

(i) It is unusual because systematically suggests it is done in an orderly manner but
spilled out suggests it is not orderly.[1]

(ii) It is effective because due to the earthquake, the hospital had to be vacated
quickly. [1]      OR

…due to the earthquake, a large number of people streamed out quickly.

(Words in parentheses are not required as the reason is not asked in the question.)

9 In Paragraph 4, the writer says ‘We slept on and off, continually being rocked and pelted 
throughout the night. But we felt safe’ (lines 27 – 28).

(i) What was the writer continually being rocked and pelted by? [2]

The writer was continually being rocked by aftershocks. [1]

The writer was continually being pelted by (pouring) rain. [1]

(ii) Despite being rocked and pelted throughout the night, explain why the writer felt
safe.  [1]

The writer spent the night in a shelter, which was a safe place from the 
earthquake/aftershocks. 

OR

The writer was huddled together with about fifty other people.

y be

d and pepepp ltltlttttedededededed bbbbbbyyyyyy?

ed by afterssssssshohohohohohockckckckckckssssss. [111111]]]]]]

eing pellltetetetetetetettetetettetettetedddddddddddddddddd bybybybybybybyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy (p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p(p((p(p(p((p((p(p(p((p(((p(((p((p(p(p((p(p(p(p((p((p(p(p((p(p(p(pp(p(p(pp(pppp(p(pppp(pppppp(pppp(p(pppp(pppppppppp(pp((p((ppppppppppppp(pppppppppouooouooouoouoououououououououououououououououououououoououououououuuuuuuuuuuririririririririririririririririririririririririririririririririririririririringngngngngngngngnngngnngnngngngngnggggggngngnnnggggngngggggggggggggggnggnggggngngngggggngngggggggngnggggngnggggggggggggggggggggg) ) )))))))))))) rrarrrr innn. [1[1[1[1[1[1]]]]]]
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10 In Paragraph 5, the writer says ‘We were awoken by an alarm at about 5am – another 
tumultuous agitation. In the light of morning, we felt very vulnerable.’ 

With reference to the bolded words, explain the sensation felt.      [2]

Descriptions Words from the passage

(i) Tumultuous The disturbance was rocky / wild / 
turbulent / unrestrained

Agitated (X)

(ii) Vulnerable The people felt susceptible / weak / 
defenceless / helpless / exposed / in 
danger / at risk

11 In Paragraph 6, the writer says they consolidated their supplies and were then a big group. 
What do you think is one benefit of doing so?                                                                   [1]

One benefit is that they can better fend for themselves / they can share 
resources/food/supplies / they can help the injured members in their group / they can 
console/comfort/help one another / looters will less likely steal from them.

12 Which two phrases in Paragraph 7 suggest that the writer felt devastated?     [2]

(i) ‘(was) overcome by grief’ [1]        

(ii) ‘(leaving me in) tremendous distress’ [1]

su
s / helple

r / at riiiiiisksksksksksk
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13 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s feelings at different stages of the earthquake. 
Complete the flow chart by choosing one word to summarise his dominant feeling at each 
stage. There are some extra words you do not need to use.

The writer’s feelings

Flow Chart

[4]       

uncertainty     sorrow        exasperation   trepidation 

solace    regret      indifference  

Paragraph 1: (i) uncertainty

Paragraph 2: (ii) trepidation

Paragraph 4: (iii) solace

Paragraph 7: (iv) sorrow

nty

graphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 2:2:2::2222:2:2:2:2222:2:2:2:2:22222:2:222:2:222222222222222::: (i(i(i(i((i((((i(i(((i((((i(i(i(i((((i(i(i((i(iiiiii((((( i)i)i)i)i)i)i)ii)i)i)i)ii)i)ii)i)i)i)ii)ii))))))))))))))))))))))) trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrepepeeeepepeeepeeeepe idatttttttttttttttioioioioioioioioioioioioioioiooooioioioiooooooooiiiiiii nnnnnnnnn
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Section C [25 marks]

14 Which word in Paragraph 1 tells us that boxing is a dreadful sport? [1]

‘harrowing’

Quotation marks are necessary.

15 From Paragraph 1, give two ways that a young boxer can lose a match. [2]

Undertraining / Being undertrained
Moving up / Being moved up   one division too far
Not seeing the/a punch

Any 2 of 3. Excess Denies

16 Here is a conversation between two students, Andy and Bernice, who have read the article. 

 Andy          Bernice

(a) Give two examples from Paragraph 2 that Andy can give to support his view.         [2]

(i) The younger Rocky Marciano knocking out the once-great Joe Louis [1]
    OR
    The once-great Joe Louis being knocked out by the younger Rocky Marciano

(ii) Muhammad Ali knocking out all-time favourite George Foreman (to 
become heavyweight champion) [1]

    OR
The all-time favourite George Foreman being knocked out by Muhammad Ali 
(who then became heavyweight champion)

(b) Give one evidence from the same paragraph that Bernice can use to support her view.
[1]

Boxing is now a niche interest relegated to the newspapers’ back pages.

Boxing, now, relegated, back pages – important keywords

Boxing has 
its fair 

share of 
happy 

endings.

However, 
boxing has 

lost its 
appeal to 
the fans.

dy and BeBeBeBernrnrnrnicicicice,e,e,e, wwwwhhhho hav

Andy    
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17 Paragraph 6 describes a boxer’s contrasting statuses in any fight – ‘a necessary delusion 
about one’s invulnerability – a self-image that is part superhero where you are required to 
operate in a profession in which you sign a death waiver as a mortal man each time you 
take part.’ (lines 45 – 47). 

Give one characteristic that corresponds to each of the contrasting statuses of a boxer. 

Status Characteristic

Superhero Invincible, unstoppable, immortal [1]

Mortal man Can die/get hurt/be defeated [1]

18 In Paragraph 7, we are told that boxing demands that boxers ‘internalise a code’ (line 49). 

(a) What is this code? [1]

You/The boxer must be prepared to fight to a conclusion, (even a fatal one).

(b) What is the after-effect on fighters who have encountered death during a match?  [1]

Fighters are/will be unwilling to go all out for a knockout (for fear of repeating the 
fatal ending) / will make themselves vulnerable to the blows of an unconstrained 
opponent.  

Only 1 answer is necessary. No excess.

19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the negative outcomes that 
could possibly arise from boxing.                                                       [15]

Use information only from Paragraphs 5 to 6.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words, not counting the words given to help you begin. 

nds that bbbbbboxoxoxoxoxoxererererererssssss ‘iintntntntntnteererererernalise a
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Boxing is known to have several negative outcomes because boxers…………………

No From the Passage Line 
No. Own Words

1 Fighter has lost his life 30 could die,

2 Ended it in an induced coma 35 become unconscious

3 With life-threatening injuries 36 or be critically hurt.

4 
Loss of standing when a renowned 
fighter loses to a relative newbie and

36 - 
37

Famous boxers can also lose their 
position/ranking when losing to a 
newcomer/amateur

5 Mismanagement of finances. 37 –
38

and can burst their budgets / are poor 
in finances.

6 A fight broke out after the match 
between fans…

38 Followers could brawl against one 
another

7 Which further tarnished the name of the 
sport.

38 and disrepute boxing even more.

8a

Those involved in ring deaths tend to 
display not only an absence of malice 
but the wounded sense that the 
proficiency of their actions – because of 
the outcome – cannot be admired.

39

Boxers who face ring deaths are gentler 
/ less violent

8b
This is what makes themselves 
vulnerable to the blows of an 
unconstrained opponent.

41
causing them to be defenceless against
other fighters. 

9 
This is what fighters are trained for: to 
dish out blows until the referee or their 
opponent’s corner intervenes.

42 - 
43

Boxing trains fighters/boxers to pummel 
their opponents till the referee or 
opponent’s corner intervenes

10 They cannot stop until they are 
stopped.

43 and they are usually unstoppable.

11 Something they have said they are 
prepared to die for. 45 Boxers are ready to die for the sport / in 

the ring.

* Underlined words are key to candidates obtaining the mark for each point.
** (a) points are independent while (b) points are dependent on (a). Answers 
with both (a) and (b) points will score 2 marks. Answers with only (a) point will
score 1 mark. Answers with (b) point only will score 0 marks.
*** The 81st word onwards will be struck off and not regarded for assessment. 

Boxing is known to have several negative outcomes because boxers … could die, 
become unconscious or be critically hurt. Famous boxers can also lose their position
when losing to a newcomer and are poor in finances. Followers could brawl against
one another and disrepute boxing even more. Boxers who face ring deaths are 
gentler causing them to be defenceless against other fighters. Boxing trains fighters 
to pummel their opponents till the referee or opponent’s corner intervenes and they 
are usually unstoppable. Boxers are ready to die for the sport. (12 points, 78 words)
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Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about creating additional land in 
Singapore. The first and the last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one
grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors. 

If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples: 

I arrived to my destination at 2pm. _at________
My mother always wears beautiful clothes. _ _________

Mr Shinichi Takiguchi looks out of the windows of his hotel room and all he 

can see is a sea. He believes that will change in time. He is in a team 

working for construction giant Shimizu Corporation to build a floating city 

for at least 50 000 people. They have been poring through maps of 

Singapore, discussed potential locations. They are sure what they call the 

Green Float will one day be part of the sea view because they have the 

technology required to realise it. Building on water is one of the possibility 

for Singapore as it looks for new spaces when people can live, work and 

play. According to the Land Use Plan, about 6 000 more hectares of land is

needed by 2013 for a population expect to be 6.9 million. The city state is 

leaving no stone unturn in these efforts. Other land-scarce cities are also 

using unusual locations to overcome limited land. 

1 …………………

2 ………………....

3 ………………....

4 …………………

5 …………………

6 …………………

7 …………………

8 …………………

9 …………………

10………………..
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.

You should look at the information on the flyer printed on page 3, study the information 
carefully and plan your answer before beginning to write.

Your Singaporean uncle who has been working in another country has decided to return to 
Singapore to retire. He would like to find out about the kind of support he can get from the 
community to help him live alone as a wheelchair-bound elderly person in the country. 

You came across the attached flyer and having thought about your uncle’s well-being, have 
decided to write a letter to him to address his concerns. In your letter:

encourage him to return to Singapore
recommend two of the three programmes which will help him settle in well
tell him how he can use the programmes offered
explain how he will benefit from the programmes recommended

Write your letter in clear, accurate English and in a warm, respectful tone, to assure your 
uncle that he will be comfortable in Singapore.

You may add any other details that might be of interest.

You should use your own words as much as possible.
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Know someone who needs help?

Write to Daniel at silver_singapore@pa.gov.sg and help will be on the way!

Silver Homes
Seniors need a clean, safe and healthy 
home to live in, so volunteers will help 
remove and/or re-organise personal 
belongings. General house cleaning and 
home improvement work are also 
offered on a regular basis.

Silver Screen
Seniors need to monitor their health.  
Volunteers tell them about subsidised 
functional screening to help detect age and 
health-related issues early. Volunteers also 
accompany the elderly on medical 
appointments. The seniors can call the 
volunteers when necessary.

Silver Friends
Seniors need friends to cheer them up. 
Those with little home support and/or 
disabilities can look forward to outings 
together with other seniors. The 
befriending team will also come in to
celebrate special days and give the 
elderly emotional support. The seniors 
will be occupied a few hours each week.
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Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page.

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

1. Write about an occasion when you celebrated an important event in your life. What did 
you learn from the experience?

2. “The people we meet help shape our values”. Discuss how your encounters with 
different individuals have made you who you are today.

3. What are your favourite hawker dishes in Singapore? What features make these 
worthy of you sharing them with tourists? 

4. “Schools prepare students sufficiently for work in the future”. Do you agree?
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Section A
Text 1

Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1-4 in the Question Booklet.

                             

Emerging & mature economies suffer food losses and wastage at the production, post harvest 
and processing stages. While food losses are also affected by consumer behaviour, marketing 
chains and channels for distribution contribute towards these losses.

REDUCING FOOD WASTE: HOW TO?

Some simple steps for the individual
Avoid clutter in your fridge and pantry
Pack your lunch                   
Understand expiration dates
Shop realistically
Learn to preserve
Keep your serving sizes in check

                                                    
Schools can also step up to the challenge by

extending lunch periods
letting children self-serve
collecting excess wholesome food after mealtimes to 
donate to charitable organisations
composting food waste for school gardens

REDUCING FOOD WASTE

Half of food produced globally for human consumption 
is wasted every year. Many around the world go to bed 
hungry every night, and yet millions of tonnes of food 
end up in landfills.
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Section B

Text 2

The text below describes a business executive’s visit to a tourist island and his interaction 
with one of the natives. Read it carefully and answer Questions 5–18 in the Question 
Booklet.

1 The travel brochure I had read on the plane was so accurate that the island 
was completely without surprises. On the drive home from the airport, I saw 
multicoloured villas with unlikely English names and parks ferociously littered 
with hibiscus and bougainvillea, the most un-English of flowers. The streets 
that wound between the parks were kept deliberately narrow and it was 
accepted, in the interest of quaintness, that cars should be narrowed rather 
than streets widened. Lining the streets were policemen, attired as London 
bobbies. Though they looked ridiculous in the short pants they wore, this to 
me seemed practical and necessary in order to combat the heat. It appeared 
that every absurdity was condoned by the demand the American tourist made 
for a genuine British colonial atmosphere.

5

10

2 A convention of hoteliers was being held on the island and my presence was 
felt to be necessary as I was a business consultant to a number of London 
hotels. However, owing to my aversion to hoteliers and convention hotels, I 
decided to enjoy my stay in a small guesthouse some miles away. I intended 
to attend as little of the convention as possible and had equipped myself with 
a number of books whose reading I had too long postponed. The guesthouse 
was owned by a Mrs Stubbs whose dark round face was framed in a halo of 
grey wool. Only the pale grey eyes which turned to me as she opened the 
door betrayed the uncertainties of her origins. We exchanged greetings. 
Landladies the world over have a way of chattering as they show you to your 
room and Mrs Stubbs was no exception. The West Indian voice has a lovely 
lilt which I found hypnotic and was so entranced by its melody that I failed to 
appreciate the words.

15

20

3 The room was barely adequate but I consoled myself with the thought that it 
was preferable to being bombarded by the inanities of pop music or the 
attention of middle-aged Americans who had parasitised the earth. As I began 
unpacking my precious loads of books, I heard sounds. They were repetitive 
but not regular enough to suggest that a machine was producing them. I 
stepped out of my room and followed the sounds through a corridor and out 
onto a porch where I found their author.

25

30

4 A young girl was playing ping-pong against herself; her right hand was playing 
against her left as she held a bat in each hand. Still apparently engrossed in 
this odd left–right duel with herself, she said, “You must be the lodger. I’m 
Leda. Mrs Stubbs is my mother.” I introduced myself and she invited me to 
play with her. From the outset, it was evident to both of us that I was by far 
the better player. Leda played with a fierce intensity that I found difficult to 
understand, retrieving impossible smashes only to lose the point. Much later,
I realised that she did most things with uncompromising intensity. Believing 

35
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that the game meant much more to her than to me, I offered her several easy 
lobs which she hit unsmilingly into my face. We must have played ten games, 
all of which Leda lost. I was tired and wanted to stop. Leda agreed to and saw 
this as a concession defeat occasioned by my age. Wearing a tiny smile of 
triumph, she came round to my side of the table to congratulate me.

40

5 “I suppose, like all visitors, you love this island.” 45

6 “On the contrary, I rather dislike it and would not be here except that my 
business demands it.” 

7 “Oh.” She seemed pleasantly surprised. “There are some nice places one can 
walk to if you like walking.”

8 I loved walking and appreciated the offer to be taken around. As we walked, I 
learnt something about Leda. She was eighteen and had a part-time job in a 
sweet shop. On leaving school, most of her friends had become receptionists 
in hotels or obtained jobs with travel agencies. Leda had, however, refused 
to. For as far back as she could remember, both she and her mother had 
humiliated themselves pandering to the whims of tourists. She went on to 
explain that the people on the island could only relate to each other through 
the tourist.

50

55

9 The next day, Leda showed me coves where the sea changed colour, sea-
worn tree stumps which resembled miniature dinosaurs and caves where the 
rock face had been eroded into beautiful and bizarre patterns. I agreed to be 
shown different parts of the island over the next few days as there was nothing 
else much to do.

60

10 On my last day on the island, Leda suddenly said, “Will you take me to London 
tomorrow?” The request was no surprise. In five days, I had come to 
understand her isolation and desire for escape. I accepted her own view of 
herself as a lonely human oasis in a desert of traveller’s cheques, package 
holidays and people obsessed with self-indulgence. She assured me that her 
mother would let her go as she would have a better life in London. While I 
agreed to take her with me to London, I did not intend to carry it out. The next 
day, I packed my bags and took them to the closing session of the convention, 
after which we were booked to return on a special chartered flight to London.

65

70

                                                                                              Adapted from Island

by Gopal Baratham
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Section C

Text 3

The article below is about some aspects of the city of Bangkok. Read it carefully and 
answer Questions 19-28 in the Question Booklet.

1 Modern day Bangkok is an assault on the senses. The metropolis has 
experienced decades of uncontrolled development, yet it retains an allure that 
makes it one of Asia’s most exotic cities. Bangkok’s life and landscape were 
transformed during the early nineties when the city was the beating heart of a 
roaring ‘tiger economy.’ In thirty years, leafy avenues lined with wooden 
houses have turned into Manhattan-style thoroughfares with towering 
skyscrapers, while today, open-air markets are still surrounded by air-
conditioned shopping malls. Thai culture is however, everywhere – a
wellspring of smells, tastes, sounds and sights.

5

2 Bangkok has always acted as a magnet. Villagers who eke out a hand-to-
mouth existence in wooden shacks empty out, hopeful for jobs and a better 
life. It is also not a city off the beaten track. Travellers of all kinds have visited 
the city for centuries. The tourist should give himself enough time to see some 
of the treasures which have given the city its iconic status. The Wat Arun or 
Temple of Dawn is particularly beautiful at sunset and can be viewed from the 
deck of an evening river cruise boat. Chinatown is a colourful area and during 
the Chinese New Year, the dynamism and spirit of celebration spread across 
the town like wildfire. Interestingly, gleaming Mercedes cars are a common 
sight in Chinatown. Chatuchak Weekend Market has reached a landmark 
status. Its sheer size and diverse collections of merchandise attract tourists. 
Besides the usual market goods, a variety of caged animals are sold. 
Meanwhile, the floating markets in Bangkok are one of the city’s greatest 
attractions, with alluring local food and traditional Thai souvenirs. Damnoen 
Saduak, the most famous of these is usually bursting with tourists. Amphawa 
is the second most popular. Most people who visit this market are Thai, 
making it that much more authentic.

10

15

20

25

3 It is impossible to imagine the city scene in Bangkok and not factor in the 
ubiquitous tuk-tuk or three-wheeled scooter. One of the enduring symbols of 
Bangkok, they prove to be a handy way to zip through traffic especially since 
traffic jams are legendary in the city. More of a novelty than a practical way to 
travel, their open air nature provides ample opportunities to take photos. It is 
however important to ensure that valuables are kept away from the open sides 
as snatching has been known to happen.

30

4 Driven by the Thais’ natural entrepreneurial spirit and long working hours, 
Bangkok enjoys its status as one of Asia’s most successful commercial 
centres. Nevertheless, life in Bangkok is infused with the distinctly Thai spirit 
of sanook or fun. To the light-hearted Thais, enjoyment is a guiding principle 
to the point that seriousness is almost frowned upon. Kite-fighting contests 
are held in parks. Motion pictures are extremely popular and there is a thriving 
Thai cinema industry. Additionally, Bangkok’s arts scene is blossoming with 
new galleries and exhibitions are now well attended events.

35

40
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5 Bangkok’s transportation system was originally based on water travel. The 
city’s maze of canals connected with the river earned it the name “Venice of 
the East”. The advent of the automobile has, however, resulted in about six 
million cars and many narrow streets. This has resulted in traffic being close 
to gridlock, causing air pollution. The Bangkok Mass Transit System, 
commonly known as the BTS or Skytrain as well as underground train service 
have had some palliative effect. Meanwhile, efforts to improve air quality 
include stricter controls on vehicle emissions. Canals which used to traverse 
the city have been replaced by intricate road networks. This has proven to be 
more than an aesthetic loss, however, because the waterway system had 
served to drain the waterlogged delta; flooding of the lower-lying parts of the 
city has thus become increasingly frequent. According to a World Bank report, 
nearly forty percent of Bangkok will also be inundated in the future due to 
extreme rainfall and changes in weather patterns. The government has 
scrambled to ameliorate the problem by constructing a municipal canal 
network of up to 2,600 km with pumping stations and eight underground 
tunnels to evacuate water.
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6 The population explosion in the ever-expanding metropolis has caused the 
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) a multitude of woes. One of these 
is the extraordinary amount of trash that the city’s residents throw away. In 
2005, the city was tossing out almost 9,000 tons of waste such as plastics,
foam and paper each day. By 2015, the mountain of daily garbage doubled. 
The city’s garbage disposal system is already overburdened and landfills on 
the city’s edge are insufficient. The BMA encourages residents to practise the 
4Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle and repair. There is already an inbuilt grassroots 
system for recycling in the city’s saleng men who comb the streets with 
pushcarts powered by bicycles or motorcycles. They buy old newspapers, 
plastic, glass, cardboard and metals which they sell to recycling plants for a 
small profit.
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4. 

1 Which sentence gives the main message of the webpage?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………….………………………………………………………………..[1]

2 Look at the section on the “FOOD VALUE CHAIN”. Explain how the information 
presented in the section complements the photo.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

3 What does the word “challenge” suggest about the task faced by individuals and 
schools with regard to the problem of food waste?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

4(a) “Shop realistically”. How would an individual do this to reduce food wastage?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

(b) How can schools contribute to the community in the process of trying to reduce 
food wastage?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 5-18.

5 At the beginning of the text, the writer arrives on the island. Explain how the 
language used in Paragraph 1 shows how he found certain features in discord 
with the place he was visiting.
Support your ideas with two details from Paragraph 1.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

6 “…every absurdity was condoned…” (line 10).
From Paragraph 1, which “absurdity” did the writer find particularly odd?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

7 According to Paragraph 2, how did the writer intend to spend his time on the 
island?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[2]

8(a) In Paragraph 2, how was the writer first able to tell that Mrs Stubbs was not 
English?

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

(b) What characteristic of Mrs Stubbs in Paragraph 2 did the writer seem to find 
familiar?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]



4

SMSS MY 2019

9 In Paragraph 3, we are told that the writer found his room at the guesthouse 
“barely adequate.” Explain what he means by this.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

10 “…being bombarded by the inanities of pop music or the attention of middle-aged 
Americans who had parasitised the earth” (lines 26-27).
What does this suggest about the writer’s attitude to pop music and middle-aged 
Americans?

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

11 In Paragraph 3, what made the writer curious about the sounds he heard?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

12 “Still apparently engrossed in this odd left-right duel with herself…” (lines 33-34).
Why does the writer use the word “apparently”?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

13 What does “uncompromising” in Paragraph 4 suggest about the type of person 
Leda was?

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]  

14 Explain the writer’s kind gesture in Paragraph 4.

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

15 In Paragraph 4, why did Leda have a “tiny smile of triumph” despite having lost 
the game to the writer?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]
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16 According to Paragraph 8, why did Leda not want to work in a hotel or travel 
agency?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

17 “…the people on the island could only relate to each other through the tourist”
(lines 56-57).
What does this suggest about the relationship between the people on the island?

…………………………………………………………………………………………[1]

18 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s different feelings during his time on 
the island. Complete the flow chart by choosing one word to show how the writer 
was feeling at different stages of his stay.

The writer’s feelings

remorseful                  baffled                  indifferent                  unfazed

contented                             disappointed                   sympathetic

Flow Chart

Paragraph 1:        (i)………………………………………………………………….

Paragraphs 2 & 3:(ii)…………………………………………………………………

Paragraph 4:     (iii)………………………………………………………………..

                                                    grateful
Paragraphs 5-9: (iv)………………………………………………………………..

                                                                                                     

Paragraph 10:      (v)………………………………………………………………..

                                                                                                                          [4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5-6 of the Insert for Questions 19-28.

19 “…an assault on the senses” (line 1).
What senses is the writer referring to?

………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

20 From Paragraph 1, give an example to show how tradition and modernity can 
be seen on the streets of Bangkok.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

21 In Paragraph 2, how do “wooden shacks” and “gleaming Mercedes cars” show 
the contrast between two different lifestyles?

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

22 In Paragraph 2, what is one unique feature of the Chatuchak Weekend Market?

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

23 Here is part of a conversation between two students, Siew Leng and Arvind.

Siew Leng

       

    

             

                                                                                                   

                                                                                                   Arvind

  

     

       

Tourists enjoy visiting 
the floating markets in 

Bangkok.

That’s probably 
because they can learn 

something about the 
culture of the people.
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    From Paragraph 2, what can Arvind say to support his view?

………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

24 According to Paragraph 3, why might it be easy for one to experience a ride on 
the tuk-tuk? Answer in your own words.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

25 From Paragraph 3, what does “legendary” suggest about the traffic jams in 
Bangkok?

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]

26 From Paragraph 4, give two examples of activities the Thais in Bangkok engage 
in to avoid the stresses of life.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………….[2]

27 In Paragraph 5, which phrase tells us that Bangkok had a complex waterway 
system?

……………………………………………………………………………………….[1]
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28 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the environmental 
challenges that Bangkok has faced and the measures adopted to resolve them.

Use information only from Paragraphs 5 and 6.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

The city of Bangkok has faced environmental problems, one of ……………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….
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………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………. No. of words:                                [15] 
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ANSWER KEY
Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about creating additional land in 
Singapore. The first and the last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one
grammatical error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.  

If there is NO error in a line ) in the space provided. 
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the 
space provided.  
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples: 

I arrived to my destination at 2pm.  _at________
My mother always wears beautiful clothes.  _ _________

Mr Shinichi Takiguchi looks out of the windows of his hotel room and all he 

can see is a sea. He believes that will change in time. He is in a team 

working for construction giant Shimizu Corporation to build a floating city 

for at least 50 000 people. They have been poring through maps of 

Singapore, discussed potential locations. They are sure what they call the 

Green Float will one day be part of the sea view because they have the 

technology required to realise it. Building on water is one of the possibility 

for Singapore as it looks for new spaces when people can live, work and 

play. According to the Land Use Plan, about 6 000 more hectares of land is 

needed by 2013 for a population expect to be 6.9 million. The city state is 

leaving no stone unturn in these efforts. Other land-scarce cities are also 

using unusual locations to overcome limited land.

1__the___

2

3__over__ 

4 _discussing_ 

5

6_possibilities__

7____where__

8 _are _ 

9 __expected__

10_unturned __

_at__
______ _______ __
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Mark Scheme

Please note:

- Major grammatical errors should be penalised.
- Minor grammatical errors and obvious slips of the pen should not be penalised.
- Lifting from the passage is acceptable unless the question cannot be answered in 

such a way or the question forbids it by stating that candidates must answer in 
their own words. However, lifting must be accurate and succinct. The inclusion of 
chunks of irrelevant information should be penalised.

- For “in your own words” questions, key words are selected for substitution. No 
marks are awarded for derivatives.

Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4. 

1 Which sentence gives the main message of the webpage?  

“Half of food produced globally for human consumption is wasted every 
year”.                                                                                                                [1]

2 Look at the section on the “FOOD VALUE CHAIN”. Explain how the information 
presented in the section complements the photo. 

The photo shows different stages of the food value chain while the text 
explains how food loss and wastage occur at all stages.                           [1]  

3 What does the word “challenge” suggest about the task faced by individuals and 
schools with regard to the problem of food waste?

It is a difficult task/ It is a task that will require a lot of determination on the 
part of individuals and schools.                                                                                 [1]

4(a) “Shop realistically”. How would an individual do this to reduce food wastage?

This would be possible by buying only the amount of food one can 
eat/needs.                                                                                                    [1]
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(b) How can schools contribute to the community in the process of trying to reduce
food wastage?

Any excess whole food following mealtimes could be donated to charitable
organisations.                                                                                                   [1]

Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on page 3 of the Insert for Questions 5-18. 

5 At the beginning of the text, the writer arrives on the island. Explain how the 
language used in Paragraph 1 shows how he found certain features in discord 
with the place he was visiting.
Support your ideas with two details from Paragraph 1.

/ 
homes were given names that did not sound very English/British.

un-English of flowers” shows how the gardens were filled with hibiscus 
and bougainvillea, flowers not usually found in/associated with the 
English/British landscape.                                                                             [2]   

6 “…every absurdity was condoned…” (line 10).
From Paragraph 1, which “absurdity” did the writer find particularly odd?

In the interest of quaintness, it was felt that cars should be narrowed rather 
than streets widened.                    [1]

7 According to Paragraph 2, how did the writer intend to spend his time on the 
island?

as little of the convention as possible and
eep up with his reading. (equip himself with books X)        [2]  

8(b) In Paragraph 2, how was the writer able to tell that Mrs Stubbs was West Indian?

It was because of the lilt in her voice.                                                           [1]

(a) What characteristic of Mrs Stubbs in Paragraph 2 did the writer seem to find
familiar?

It was the manner in which Mrs Stubbs chattered on.
(chatty/talkative  X)                                                                                           [1]
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9 In Paragraph 3, we are told that the writer found his room at the guesthouse 
“barely adequate.” Explain what he means by this.

The furnishing was sparse./The room was minimally furnished./ The room 
was poorly furnished/The room was not well furnished.  
(underfurnished X)                                                                                         [1]

10 “…being bombarded by the inanities of pop music or the attention of middle-aged 
Americans who had parasitised the earth” (lines 26-27).
What does this suggest about the writer’s attitude to pop music and middle-aged 
Americans?

He loathed both./He was contemptuous of both./He was critical of both./It
was one of disgust/He had a disapproving attitude./He had a negative 
attitude towards both./He despised both./He hated both./He had an attitude 
of disdain.
(not fond/disliked/strongly 
disliked/displeased/hostile/distasteful/unfavourable/resentful/annoying  X)     [1]   

11 In Paragraph 3, what made the writer curious about the sounds he heard?

It was the fact that the sounds were repetitive but not regular enough to 
suggest that a machine was producing them.                                              [1]

12 “Still apparently engrossed in this odd left-right duel with herself…” (lines 33-34).
Why does the writer use the word “apparently”?

It is to show that Leda was aware of his presence and only appeared
absorbed in the game.                                                                                     [1]

13 What does “uncompromising” in Paragraph 4 suggest about the type of person 
Leda was?

She was relentless/unyielding/determined/persistent/persevering/did not 
give up easily/did not give in easily.
(resilient/stubborn/strong-willed/competitive/tenacious/made sure she got her 

way  X)                                                                                                             [1]

14 Explain the writer’s kind gesture in Paragraph 4.

He offered Leda many easy lobs as he felt that the game meant more to her
than to him.                                                                                                      [1]

15 In Paragraph 4, why did Leda have a “tiny smile of triumph” despite having lost 
the game to the writer?

It was the writer who was tired and wanted to stop. Leda saw this as a 
concession defeat occasioned by his age.                                                  [1]
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16 According to Paragraph 8, why did Leda not want to work in a hotel or travel 
agency?

She did not want to humiliate herself by pandering to the whims of tourists.
(She had humiliated herself pandering to the whims of tourists.  X)                [1]

17 “…the people on the island could only relate to each other through the tourist” 
(lines 56-57).
What does this suggest about the relationship between the people on the island?

They were not close/found it difficult to interact with each other/distant 
relationship/poor relationship/superficial relationship/not close-knit/not 
good/did not get along well/had nothing in common/strained/not 
friendly/weak/not bonded.  
(cold/not sincere/tense/indifferent/fragile/not fond of each other/only interacted 
with each other for business X)
[1]

18

The structure of the text reflects the writer’s different feelings during his time on 
the island. Complete the flow chart by choosing one word to show how the writer 
was feeling at different stages of his stay.

The writer’s feelings

remorseful                  baffled             indifferent              unfazed

contented          disappointed                   sympathetic

Flow Chart

Paragraph 1:        (i) unfazed

Paragraphs 2 & 3:(ii) contented

Paragraph 4:        (iii) baffled

Paragraphs 5-9:   (iv) grateful
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Paragraph 10:      (v) sympathetic

         [4]

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5-6 of the Insert for Questions 19-28. 

19 “…an assault on the senses” (line 1).
What senses is the writer referring to?

They are the sense of smell, taste, hearing and sight.
(do not award the mark if ‘sound’ is listed as one of the senses)

[1]

20 From Paragraph 1, give an example to show how tradition and modernity can 
be seen on the streets of Bangkok.

Open-air markets are surrounded by air-conditioned shopping malls.   [1]

…can see both open-air markets and air-conditioned shopping malls X
..leafy avenues lined with wooden houses have turned into Manhattan-style 
thoroughfares with towering skyscrapers X

21 In Paragraph 2, how do “wooden shacks” and “gleaming Mercedes cars” show 
the contrast between two different lifestyles?

The ‘wooden shacks” represent the poverty of the villagers while the 
“gleaming Mercedes cars” represent the affluence of those living in 
Chinatown.                                                                                                      [1]

22 In Paragraph 2, what is one unique feature of the Chatuchak Weekend Market?

A variety of caged animals are sold. [1]

Apart from usual market goods, a variety of caged animals are sold. X
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thththhhhhththhhhthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhthhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee cocococococococcococcccccccoccccccccccoccoccccccoccoccccccoccooontntntnnnntntntnntntntntntnntntnnntnnntntntnnnntntnnntnnntnnnntntnnntnttttttttttrarararrrararrrrarrrrrrararrrrrarrrrrararaastttttttttttttttttt bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeteteeettettetettetetetteetttteee weeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenennnenenennenenenenenenenenenenenennennennenennnnnennennneneneenenneeeeeenenneeneneeennn ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttwowowowowowowowowowowowwwwowowowowwowowwwwowowwwow  differentnnnnnn llllllififififififesesesesesestytytytt les?

Thhhhhhhhhhhhhhe e e ee eee eeeee eeee eeeee ‘w‘wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooodedededeededededededededededededededededededeedededeededdedededededdedeeddedededddedeeeededededdennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn shsshshshshshhshshsshshshshshshshshshshshshshshsshshssssshshsshsssssshssssssshshhhhhhssshsshs acaacacacacacacacacacacacacacaacacaacacacacaccacacacaccaccccaccccaacaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ks” rererererereprprprprprpreeeseee ent
“gleeeeeeeeeeeeeeamamamamamamamaamaamaaaaaaaamaamaaamamaamamaamaaaamammamaamaaaaa inininininninniinininininininnnininniniininininnnnninini gggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg MeMeMMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMMeMeeMeMeMeMeMeMMeMMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMMMMeMMeMeMeMeMeMeMeeeMMeMMeMeMMMMMMMeMMMMMM rrrceddddddeseseseseses ccccccara s”

hinatatatatatatattaatataatataaaatttttttttttttttttttowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowowwwwwwwwooooo nnnn.nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn                     

ragggggrarararararaphphphphphph 2, wh
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23 Here is part of a conversation between two students, Siew Leng and Arvind.

Siew Leng

               
                                                
                                                
                                                Arvind

From Paragraph 2, what can Arvind say to support his view?

Tourists can learn about the culture through the local food and traditional 
Thai souvenirs sold at the floating markets.                                              [1]

24 According to Paragraph 3, why might it be easy for one to experience a ride on 
the tuk- tuk? Answer in your own words.

The tuk-tuk can be found all over Bangkok.
Tuk-tuks are easy to find as there are many tuk-tuks in Bangkok.
The tuk-tuks are easily accessible and easily found on any street in the 
city.
The tuk-tuks are commonly seen in Bangkok.
The tuk-tuk is a common transport in Bangkok that many people ride on.
(from passage – “…the ubiquitous tuk-tuk…)                                            [1]

The tuk-tuks are common in Bangkok. X
Riding the tuk-tuk is a more efficient/ convenient way to travel through traffic. X
They are found anywhere in Bangkok. X

25 From Paragraph 3, what does “legendary” suggest about the traffic jams in 
Bangkok?

They are very popular/ well-known. [1]   
Traffic jams in Bangkok are famous X

Tourists enjoy visiting 
the floating markets in 

Bangkok. 

That’s probably 
because they can learn 

something about the 
culture of the people. ArArvivindnd

Arvinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddddddd sayyyy tototototototototoooooooooooooooooooooo sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssupupupupuupupupupupupupupupppupuupuppuupuppupupupupupupupupupupupupupupupupupppppppppppppopopopopopoppopoppopopopopopopopopooooooppopppoooopopppooopopooooopooooopoooopooppopoopopopooppopooopopoopoooooopppp rtrtrtrtttttttttrt his vivieww??

about thththtthhthhhthhhthhhhhhhtttttttthhhtheeeeeeeeeeee cultururuuururuuuuuuuuu eeeeeeeeeeeeeee thhhrororoooooooooooroooooooroooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooouguguguuuguguguuguguguggugugugugggugguguguuguguuuguggguggggguuuuggggguuugggugguuuugggguggugugguguguguuggguuuggguugguguuuuuguguuguguguguguuuguguuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh hthhhheeee lolocall fofoodo and tradi
s solddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaat tttttttttttttttttttttttttttt thththththhththththhthththhththththththththhthttttheee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee flflflflflflflflflfflflflflf oaoaoooaoaoaoaoaoaoo tinggg mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmarkets.                                       

ding to PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPParararaararaaarararaaraararararararararaaraaararaarararrrrrrrrrrragaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa raaphphphphphphphphphpphphpphphppppphpphppphppphppphhpphhhhhphhhhp 3333333333333333333333333333, whwhwhwwhwhwhwwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwwhhhhhhhhhhy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy mimimimmmimimimimmimmimimimimimmimimimmmmiiighghghghghhghghghhghhghhghghghghghhghghhghghhhggghghggghghgggggggggggg tttttttttttttttt it bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbe e eeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee easy fffforororor oneeee tttto o o o exexexexperie
he tukk---- tututttttttttttttttttttttuttt k? AnAnAnAnAnAnAnnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnnnAnAAAAAAnAnnAnnnAnnnAnAAAnAA swswswswswswswswwswwswswswswwswswswwswswswwswswswswswwswssswswswssssswereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee iiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn yoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyyyoyoooyoyyoyyooooooururururururururururururururururururururuuuruuururuuruuururrrrrrrrrrr oooooown wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwworororororororororororrorororoorrorororororoorororrorroororororrororooooorrordsdsdsdddsdsdsdsddsdsdsdsdsddsdsdddddddddddsdddddddsddddddsddddddddsdsss..

Thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhe eee eeeeeeeeeee ee tuk-tutututututututututututututukk kkkkkkkkkkkk cacaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn be ffououououououououououououououououououuuououuououoououuooooouoouundndndndndndndndnnddndndnddndnddndndndndndddddndndndndndndnddddndnddnddddnnnddd aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveveeveveeeveeveeevvvvvvv rrrr rrr r rr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr BBBBaBBB ngngngngkokokokok.k.k.k.
TuTuTuTuTuTTuuTuTuTTTuuTuuuuuTuTTuuuTuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuukkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk-------------------------------tututtttutttttutttuttututtttutttttttutuuuuuks aaaaaaaaaaaaaarerereerereereeereereerrr eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeasaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa y totooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo ffffffffffffffinininininininnininininninnnninnnininnnnnnninnnnininnnnnnnd dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd asssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh rerererrerereerererrrrreerrrrerrrre aaaarererere mmmmany t
ThThThTThThThTTTTThThTTTThThhhheeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeee tututututututututututututututtututututttututuutuuuuuuuuuuuukkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk-tututututututututtututututututututtututtttututttutuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuukskskkskkkssksskkskkskssskkkskkskskkssskk  areeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeasasaaaaasasaaasasaaaaaaaaasaaaaaaasaaaasasasaaaaa ilililillllillilillillliiiiiiii y y y y y y y y y y y y y yyyyyyyy yyyyyy acaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa cesssssibibibiblelelele and
ciciciciiiiciciiiiciciicicicitytytytytyyytytyytyytytytyyyttttttt ........
Thhhhhhee eeee e ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee tututututututututututututututututututututututuutt kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk---------tututtututtutttututututtutututututtututuututtuutututtuuttuuuttttttttttutuuuuukskskskskskskkkkkskskskskkskkkskkskkkkskkkkkkkkkkkkskkkks aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarererererererererererererererererrererrrrererereereereeereerereeeeerere ccommmmmmmmononononlylyl see

he tututututututututututttutututuuuutuuutuuutuuuuuuuutuuutuuuttttuuuuuukkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk-tutuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuukkk k kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk isisisssissiiisisisisiiiiiisiiisiiissis a cocommmmon tr
om papapapappppppapapapapapapapapapppppappppppapappppppppppppp sssssagaggge e e e –– ““…the

uk-tututututuuuuuuuukskkkkkkkkkkkkk are
the t
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26 From Paragraph 4, give two examples of activities the Thais in Bangkok engage 
in to avoid the stresses of life.

They are kite-fighting contests/watching motion pictures/attending art 
exhibitions.
(any 2 of the above)                                                                                                   [2]

27 In Paragraph 5, which phrase tells us that Bangkok had a complex waterway 
system? 

It is “maze of canals”.               [1]

28 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the environmental 
challenges that Bangkok has faced and the measures adopted to resolve them.

Use information only from Paragraphs 5 and 6.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

The city of Bangkok has faced environmental problems, one of ………………. 

Verbatim from Passage Own words
1 …traffic…close to gridlock, 

causing air pollution. (lines 45-
46) (P)

which is air pollution caused by 
severe traffic congestion… (P)

2 …Skytrain as well as 
underground train service have 
had some palliative effect. (lines 
47-48) (S)

While the Skytrain and 
underground train system have 
helped alleviate this problem, 
(S)

3 …efforts to improve air quality 
include stricter controls on 
vehicle emissions. (lines 48-49)
(S)

there are also harsher controls 
on vehicle emissions. (S)

4 Canals which used to traverse 
the city have been replaced by 
intricate road networks. …the 
waterway system had served to 
drain the waterlogged delta; 
flooding of the lower-lying parts 
of the city has thus become 
increasingly frequent. (lines 49-
53) (P)

Canals which prevented
flooding have been replaced by 
roads. (P)

iting (not t t t tt nonononononotetetetetete ffffffororororoorm). I
e words ggggggivivivivivivenenenenenen ttttttoooooo heheheheeelplplplplplp yououou be

k has facececececececececececececececececececedd ddddddddddddd enviviiiiiiiiiiiiirororororororoorororoorooroorr nnnnmnnnnnnnnnnnnnn enenenenenennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnntatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatataatatatataataatataatatatatatatataaaattatatatataaatatatatatatatatatattatatattaattttatataattataaatatttataatttatataatatattataatttaaattaataatatattataaatatttatalllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll l ll ll ppppppppprpppppp obobobbbbleleeeeemsmmmmm , onononononone e e e e e of ……………………… …f

erbatim frororororoorroorrroroororrrrrrrrrrrrrroorrrorroorrroooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm PaPaPaaPaaaPaaaPaaPaaPaPaPaaaaaaaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaaPaaPaPaPaaPaaPaPaPaPPPaPaaPaPaPPPPPPPPP sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssagagagagagagagagagagaggagagagagagagagagggagagggaagagaagggggggggggggggeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Own wowowowowowords
…traaaaaaaaaaaaaffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff ciccccccccccccccccccc……………………………………………………………………closssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee tooooooooootoooooooooooooooooooooooooo gggggggggriririiririririrriririrririrrrirrrriirrirrrrrrrrriirrrridldlddddldddddddlllllddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd occk,k,k,k,k,kk,k,k,k,kk,k,k,k,k,kk,k,kkkk,kk,kkk,kkkkk,k,k, 
cacacccccccccccccccccccccc usininnnnninnnninininnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg aiaiaiaiaiaiaaiaiiaiaiaiaiiaiaiiaiiaiaiiiaiaaaaaaaaaaaa rr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr popooopooooooooooooooopooooooooooooooooooooooop lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllututututututututuuuutututuuuututututututuuuutuutututuuuutuutuuuttttttttttioioooooooiooioioiooioiooooioioioiooiooooooioiioooooiioi n.n.n.n.n.n.n.n.n.nnnnnnnnn.nnnn.n.n.n.n.n.nnnn  (linnneseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444445-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-55-5-55-5-5-5-5-5-5-5-55-5--5-5-555555-555555-5-555-5-5555555
46464646464646464666464664444444 )))))))))))) (PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP)))))))))))))))

whichhhhhh isisisisisis airrrrrr ppppppolololololollulllll tion
sesssssss vererererererere trtrtrtrtrtrafafafafafafffic co

222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222 …SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSkykykykykykykykykykykykykykyyyyyyyytrtrtttrrttrtrtrtttrttttttttrtttrttrrtttrttrttrtrttrtrtrttrrtrrrrrrraiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa n asaasasasasasasasasasasasasaasasssasasasaaassasasssassassasssssssssssssssss wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwell asasasasasas 
unununununununununnunununnunnnunnunnunnnnunnununnnnnnnnndededededededededededededededededededededededededddddddddddddddddd rggrooooooooooooooooooooounununununununununununununuununununuuununnuuuunuununnnunuuuuuunuuuununnunuunnnnunuuu ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtraiaiaaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaaaiaiaaaiiaiiaiiaiaiaia nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn servicicicicicice eeeee hahhahahah ve
hadddddddddddddddddddddddd sosossosososososososososossossososooososososoososososoossosoossosososoosoosoososssoooosssssoooososoooooomemmmmemememememememeemmmememememmemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmme ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppalalaalaalalaalalalalaalalllalllallaaaaa llillllllllllllll ativvvvvveeeeee efefefefefeffefefefefefeccctcccc . (lin
474774777747477477474747774777474747477474747474744747474747474474774744444444447444444474444747777--484848484848484448484448444848484844848444448444444484444844844444448444444888888))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) (S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(SS(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(SS(S(S(S(S(S(SSS(S(S(S(SS((SS(((S((((((SSSS(S(S(S(S(((( )))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

Whi

…eeeeeefffffffffffforororororortstststststs to im
inininininini clclclclclcludududududude 
vehicl
(S
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5 …nearly forty percent of 
Bangkok will also be 
inundated…due to extreme 
rainfall and changes in weather 
patterns. (lines 54-55) (P)

Severe rainfall and weather
changes exacerbate the 
problem of flooding. (P)

6 The government has scrambled 
to ameliorate the problem by 
constructing a municipal canal 
network of up to 2,600 kilometres 
with pumping stations and eight 
underground tunnels to evacuate 
water. (lines 55-58) (S)

To resolve this, the government 
has built a complex municipal 
canal system to drain water. (S)

7 …extraordinary amount of trash 
that the city’s residents throw 
away. (line 61) (P)

Meanwhile, the exceptionally 
large amounts of trash 
residents dispose (P)

8 The city’s garbage disposal 
system is already overburdened 
and landfills…are insufficient.
(lines 64-65) (P)

poses a problem to Bangkok’s 
trash disposal system and 
landfills. (P)

9 The BMA encourages residents 
to practise the 4Rs: reduce, 
reuse, recycle and repair. (lines 
65-66) (S)

To ameliorate/lessen/manage
this problem, citizens practise 
the 4Rs. (S)

10 …city’s saleng men…comb the 
streets. They buy old 
newspapers, plastic, glass, 
cardboard and metals which they 
sell to recycling plants… (lines 
67-69) (S)

while the saleng men purchase 
old items which can be 
recycled. (S)

[15]
.

anwhile,e,e,e,e,e, tttttthehehehehehe eeeeeexcep
large amamamamamamouououououountttttts ss s s s ofoooo
resideeeeeeeentntntntntntnnnnnnnnnnnnn s ss s s s dididiiiisssspss osssssseeeeee (P(P(P(P(P(P))))))

disposass l 
dy overbububbbbbububbbbbbububbubbbbbbubububububububububububurdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdenedddddddddddddd 

s…arre e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee inninnininininniniinninininininninnininininnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiii sususususususussususususussusussssusususssssussusussssussuuuuuuuuuuuuufffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffficiccccccccccccccccccieieeieieieieieieieieieiiiiiiii ntnnnnnnnnnnnnnn .
64-65) (P)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

popopopopopopopoppopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopopoopopopoppoopoppoopopopooopooopoooopoppooopopopoopopopoopoopopopoopopopopopopopopppopopoopoppooopooopooopooooopoopppoppp sesessesesesesesessesesssssesesesesesesesesesesesesessesessesesesesesesesessssesesessseesesessseseseseseesssseesesssesessesessssssseseesesessseseeesssssesesseeeees ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa pprpprpprprprprpppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp oboboboboboblelem mmmmm totototototo Bangkok
trasasasasasssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssshhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh ddddddidd spspspspspspooosooo lllal ssssssyyyyysy tem and
lal ndfills. (P(P(P(P(P(P))))))

The e eeeee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee BMBBBBBBBBBBB A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA enenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenennenneneneenenenenenneneeeneeeennneeneenneeeeenenneeeeeee cococococoooococococooocoooocoocooococooocococooocooococcccccccccc uruuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu agagagagagagagagaggagagagagaaaaagagaaaaaagaaagggggggggggggggggggggeseseseseseseseseseseseseseseeeeseseseeseseeeseseseseseseeeseeeeseseessssssss rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrresesesesesesesesesessesesesesesesesssssssesssesssssesessssseeeeeeeeeee idenennennnennnnnnnnennnnnnnennnnnnnnntstssstststssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssstssssssss
totototototottototooootototootootooooooooooooooooooooo pppppppppppppppppprarararararaararaaaaraactissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee hththththththhhththhthhhthththhthee e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 4R4R444R4R4R4R4R4R444RR4R4R4R4R4R4RRR4R4R4R4RR4R4R444444444444444444444 s: rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrededddeddededededededededededddedddddeddddededddeeeeeeeeeeeeee ucucuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu e,e,e,e,e,e,ee,e,e,e,e,e,e,eee,e,e,eee,e,e,e,e,eeeee,eee,e,eee,e,e,eeeee,e,e,,e,,e,,
rrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr use,e,e,e,e,,e,,,e,e,e,,,e,e,e,  rererererererererererererr cycycyccycycycyyccycycycyyccycyccyycyccccccyyccyycycycccyyyyyyyyyyyyclccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc e anddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd rerereererererereereereeeerereeeereeerrereeerrereereeeeeepapapapapapapapapapapappapapapapapaaapapapapapapaappapapaapapaappaaapapaapaaapaapaapppppppppppp iriririririrririririrrirriririiriiiiririiriiiiiririiriririiiirrrrrrrrrrrrr...................... ((l(l(l(l(((l((l(l(l(l(l(llllllllinininininininininnininininninniiiiiiiiii eseseseseseseseseseseseseseeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  
6565656566565566665656565666565656656656656565656656565656565665656666656565555555555-66) (S(S(S(S(S(S(S(S(SS(S(SSS(S(((((( ))))))))))))))))))))))))

ToToToToToToToTooToToToooToTTTToToToToToTTToToTToToToTToToToTTooToToTTToTTTTToTTooToTToooToToTTToToooooooTooooTooooTT  ameeeeeeelilililililiororororororataaaaaa e/les
ththththththththththththththththhthththththtthttthhthtttttthttththhththththhhhhththttttttt is pppppprorororororoblblblblbllemeeeee , c
thhhhhheeeeee 4R4R4R4R4R4Rss.ss.ss  (S)

0 …c……………………………………… ity’s s s sasasasasasasasasasaasasasasasasasasasasaasassasaasasaaassasaassasasaasaasasasasaasassasaasasassssaalelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelllelelelelelllelelellelleleeeeeeeleelllellllllelleeeeleeelel ngngnggggngngnggnggnngngngngnggngnnnggggggggggggggggggg mememmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm n………………cocococococombmbmbmbmbmbb the
stststststststststststststststtstssssssss rererererererererrreetetetetetetetetettttettettettttetetetttteeteeeeeeeeeteeeeeeteeteetttttttteeeeee s.s.s.s.s.s.ss.sssss.s.s.s.s.s.sss.ssssss.s.s.sssssssssssssssssss. TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh y bubububububuy 
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Education Pathways for ‘O’ Level Students

Type of 
institute

Junior College (JC) Polytechnic Institute of Technical 
Education (ITE)

No. of 
schools 

16 JCs 5 polytechnics 3 ITEs 

Focus areas Equips students with 
skills and knowledge 
required for university
or institutes of higher 
learning
Focuses on 
conceptual 
knowledge 

Strong emphasis on 
practice-based 
learning and life 
skills such as 
communication, 
presentation and 
problem-solving
Opportunities to go 
for further education

Provides opportunities 
for students to acquire 
skills, knowledge and 
values for employability 
and lifelong learning
Opportunities to go for 
further education and 
training

Duration 2 years 3 years 2 to 4 years 
Subjects/
Courses 
offered

Offers a range of 
subjects such as 
Biology, Economics, 
Further Mathematics, 
Literature in English 
and Music 

Offers various
courses in different 
fields such as
Business and 
Management, 
Engineering, Health 
Sciences and 
Maritime Studies

Offers a variety of 
courses in fields such 
as Beauty and 
Wellness, Culinary 
Arts, Games Art and 
Design, Nursing

Additional 
information

A wide variety of 
programmes are 
organised by the 
different JCs, such as 
cultural immersion, 
talent development 
and research 
programmes 

Scholarships are 
awarded annually to 
full-time diploma 
students by 
industrial and 
commercial 
organisations as 
well as foundations

Students can develop 
a global  perspective 
through participation in 
overseas industrial 
attachment and 
student exchange 
programmes

END OF INSERT 
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Section A: Editing [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the Ford Factory. The first and last 
lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line.  There are 
two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived   to   my destination at 2 pm.            __________

My mother always wears sensible clothes.           __________

On 15 February 1942, Lieutenant-General Arthur Percival

and three other officers walked to the Ford Factory. There, they met with 1 ……………

General Tomoyuki Yamashita in the Japanese Imperial Army to sign 2 ……………

the surrender document. Located in Upper Bukit Timah Road, 3 ……………

the factory is Ford’s first motorcar assembly plant in Southeast Asia, 4 ……………

completed just the year before. General Yamashita took up the premises 5 ……………

but turned it into the Japanese headquarters. The factory formed the 6 ……………

setting for a British surrender, which marked the start of the Japanese 7 ……………

Occupation that lasts three years and eight months. Today, the Ford 8 ……………

Factory is one of Singapore’s nation monuments. While Singapore’s 9 ……………

monuments are in pristine conditions today, they too have witnessed the 10 ……………

country’s darker moments as Syonan-to.
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Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.

Question 2

You should look at the information sheet in the Insert, study the information carefully and plan 
your answer before beginning to write.

You are sitting for the ‘O’ Level Examination at the end of the year and are considering which 
institute of higher learning to enrol in. Based on your performance so far, you qualify for all 
three types of institutes. You hope to finally get a degree in a university and do so at a 
comfortable pace while pursuing your interests.

Write an e-mail to your parents, who are working overseas, to inform them of your preferred 
choice and to seek their approval. In it you should explain:

which institute of higher learning you are aiming for and why
how the course(s) offered would benefit you personally 
in what way choosing this institute will bring you closer to your goals

You may add any other details you think will be helpful. 

Write your e-mail in clear, accurate English. Your tone should be warm and persuasive, to
convince your parents of your choice.

You should use your own words as much as possible.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics.

Questions 3–6

3 ‘No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.’  Write about some of the 
occasions when you have found this to be true.

4 Describe how a local festival or a national event is celebrated in your country. Discuss 
its significance to your country and its people.

5 Hobbies enhance the quality of our lives.  What have you learnt from your hobby and 
how has it enriched your life?

6 ‘Technology has made us poorer communicators.’ Do you agree?

Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here: ……..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Section A

Text 1

Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1–4 in the Question Booklet.

 

GAN ACADEMY 
Early Learning 
Programmes

Speech & Drama 
Programmes

Readers & Writers 
Programmes

Holiday 
Programmes

Debating 
Championships

SPEECH & DRAMA FOR TEENS
Expressive and masterful use of voice and 
speech

In our teens’ speech and drama classes, students 
develop expressive and masterful use of voice and 
speech. 

They build an interest and appreciation of literature 
of various styles and genres and learn to present 
different types of material including poetry, prose 
and drama extracts. 

A mature understanding of the quality, form and 
content of performance pieces is honed as students 
learn to engage their audience in a dramatic 
performance.

Speech and Drama for Teens includes:

Expressive speaking: 
Expressive vocal techniques are 
developed as students read aloud and 
present different forms of literature.
Improvisation: 
Developing impromptu responses to a 
given stimulus. 
Storytelling:  
Narrative and character voices are 
developed through presenting original 
stories.
Presentation skills: 
Students learn to develop their 
confidence in presenting themselves to 
an audience.

-------------------------------------------------------

“The class here is something I look 
forward to every week, because of my 
class and my teacher. It’s a great way to 
learn to be myself and be exposed to 
more literature.”

– Jang Yong

“I’ve been attending Speech and Drama 
classes since 2017. I have learnt many 
skills that have improved my 
performance skills greatly. With my 
mentor’s guidance, I became confident 
with myself and with my public speaking 
and acting capabilities.”

– Su Hui



3 
 

TSS/MYE 2019/S4Exp&5N(A) EL P2 INSERT                                                                                                        [Turn over 

Section B

Text 2

The text below describes a family’s relationship with their helper Mrs A. Read it carefully 
and answer Questions 5–13 in the Question Booklet. 

1

2

3

4

We called her that, Babette. We liked the nickname because it suggested a sense 
of belonging, and she liked it because it was exclusively hers and sounded 
precious, with its French tone. I do not think Emanuele ever understood what it 
meant; maybe someday he will come across Karen Blixen’s story, or more likely 
the movie, and then he will make the connection. Nonetheless, he accepted that 
Mrs A had become Babette from a certain point on, his Babette, and I suspect that 
by the similarities in sound he associated that nickname with her babouches, the 
slippers that his nanny put on as soon as she entered our house and replaced 
side by side next to the chest at the end of the day. When Nora had noticed the 
worn-down condition of the soles and bought her a new pair, she had confined 
them to the closet, never used. That was how she was—she never changed 
anything. She genuinely opposed change body and soul, and though her 
obstinacy was funny, even foolish at times, I cannot deny we liked it. In our lives, 
my life and those of Nora and Emanuele — who at that time seemed to fluctuate 
each day, swaying precariously in the wind like a young plant — she was a steady 
element, a haven, an ancient tree with a trunk so massive that even three pairs of 
arms could not encircle it.

She had become Babette one Saturday in April. Emanuele was already talking, 
but he was still sitting in the high chair, so it must have been maybe five or six 
years ago. For months Mrs A had been insisting that we go and visit her at her 
home, at least once, for dinner. Nora and I, experts at declining invitations that 
even vaguely hinted at family gatherings, had avoided it for quite some time, but 
Mrs A was not easily discouraged, and every Monday she was prepared to renew 
the invitation for the following weekend. We gave in. We drove up to Beaconsfield
in a state of unusual concentration, as if gearing up to do something unnatural that 
would require a high degree of industry. We were not used to sitting down at the 
table with Mrs A, not back then: despite the constant time spent together, an 
implicitly hierarchical relationship existed between us by which, if anything, she 
was on her feet, busy, while we ate and talked about our own affairs.

“Beaconsfield,” Nora said with a puzzled look, gazing at the densely wooded hill. 
“Imagine living here all your life.”

We toured the three-room apartment where Mrs A spent her lonely widowhood, 
uttering excessive compliments. The information we had about her past was scant
— Nora knew only a little more than I — and since we could not attribute a 
sentimental significance to what we saw, the setting seemed no more, no less 
than an unnecessarily grand home, very clean and a little kitschy. Mrs A had set 
the round table in the living room impeccably, with silverware aligned on a floral 
tablecloth and heavy, gold-rimmed goblets. The dinner itself, I thought, seemed 
like a reason to justify the existence of that good china, which obviously had not
been used in years.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40



4
 

TSS/MYE 2019/S4Exp&5N(A) EL P2 INSERT

5

6

7

8

She seduced us with a menu designed to include a combination of our favourites:
a farro and lentil soup, marinated cutlets, fennel au gratin in a very light béchamel 
sauce and a salad of sunflower leaves that she had picked herself, very finely 
chopped and seasoned with mustard and vinegar. I still recall each and every 
course and the physical sensation of gradually relinquishing my initial rigidity and 
surrendering to that culinary indulgence.

“Just like Babette!” Nora exclaimed.

“Like who?”

So we told her the story, and Mrs. A was moved listening to it, envisioning herself 
as the chef who had left the Café Anglais to serve the two spinsters and then spent 
all her money preparing an unforgettable feast for them. She dabbed at her eyes 
with the edge of her apron and quickly turned away, pretending to be doing 
something. 

(Adapted from ‘Like Family’ by Paolo Giordano)

45

50
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Section C

Text 3

This article discusses the ppalli-ppalli (hurrying) culture in South Korea. Read it carefully and 
answer Questions 14–20 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1

2

3

4

5

6

On a recent evening at Ttobagi Driver’s Restaurant in Seoul’s Gwanak District, 
I surreptitiously started a timer upon placing my order. The waitress strolled off 
in a leisurely fashion, returning with kimchi and other side dishes just two 
minutes and 20 seconds later. One and half minutes after that, a clay bowl of 
hot soup was set on the table, steaming furiously.

Routine speediness runs through South Korean society and is especially 
prevalent in the capital. There is even a term for it: ppalli-ppalli culture. 
Translating to ‘fast’ or ‘hurry’, ppalli is pronounced with a tensed first consonant, 
as if snapping the vocal apparatus like a rubber band. The ppalli-ppalli tendency 
can be seen in South Korea’s world-leading internet speeds, intensive language 
classes promising near-immediate results and popular speed-dating events. 
And just as time-conscious are the glitzy wedding halls that host a succession 
of hour-long ceremonies all weekend.

Ppalli-ppalli is also the watchword of the thousands of food delivery
motorcyclists who bend the rules of traffic – and physics, too, it appears – to 
deliver their orders post-haste. To compete, McDonald’s, the global leader in 
fast food, began assembling its own fleets of delivery scooters in South Korea 
in 2007. Yet not long ago, Korea was a great deal slower due to its rural 
complexion. In 1960, a whopping 72% of the population lived in the countryside. 
So how did the people go from transplanting rice to downloading torrents in just 
a few decades?

Naturalised Korean citizen Gary Rector, who arrived in Seoul as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in 1967, reflects, “I remember being surprised because, before I came 
here, I had this stereotypical idea that they’re going to be zenned-out, meditating 
and taking life slowly. And yet I found that people were often rushing around 
more than Americans would. The older people were slower, but people my age 
– and I was 24 years old – were very busy rushing around trying to improve their 
lifestyle.”

Rector came during a time of intense change. In the early ’60s, South Korea 
embarked upon a series of five-year economic plans put forward by then-
president Park Chung-hee. These military-style campaigns brought about the 
Miracle on the Han River, the transformation from a war-ruined country to an 
economic powerhouse, and created Korea Inc, represented by such corporate 
organisations as Samsung, Hyundai and LG.

The fruits of ppalli-ppalli are on proud display at the National Museum of Korean 
Contemporary History in central Seoul. Aptly, South Korea’s spirit of urgent 
advancement can be said to have been issued from this very building. Long 
before becoming a museum space, it housed both the Supreme Council for 
National Reconstruction and the Economic Planning Board.
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7

8

9

In the exhibition hall covering 1961-1987, South Korea’s period of explosive 
growth, I watched a young couple peer at the country’s first piece of consumer 
electronics, the A-501 Radio, which was in fact made in 1959. Nearby, a father 
showed his son the boxy, cyan-blue Hyundai Pony, which first rolled off an 
assembly line in 1975.

Anthropologist Kim Choong-soon attributes much of South Korea’s success as 
an exporter to the focus on speed. “The practice of ppalli-ppalli is not merely 
part of daily life for Koreans; expeditiousness is embedded deeply in their minds 
as a basic value,” he writes in Way Back into Korea. “Thanks to this culture of 
hurry, South Korea was able to achieve tremendous economic progress and 
industrialisation in a very short period of time”.

And while many Koreans have fully embraced the convenience of instant 
noodles and same-day parcel deliveries, others have rejected the hustle and 
bustle of city life. Numerous celebrities, for instance, have moved to the 
southern island of Jeju, which is much slower paced. These include pop diva 
Lee Hyori and her husband Lee Sang-soon, who showcased their country
lifestyle on the hit reality television show Hyori’s Bed and Breakfast. But it is 
hard to predict how long the back-to-the-soil moment will last. Korean social 
trends, too, change with the blink of an eye.

(Adapted from South Korea’s Unstoppable Taste for Haste by By Matt C. 
Crawford)
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the web page (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–4.

1 Who is the target audience of the webpage?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

2 Look at the photograph at the bottom of the webpage. With reference to the sub-
title Expressive and masterful use of voice and speech, what idea does the 
photograph convey about the course?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

3 Identify and explain two features of the course stated in the right column of the 
website that promote creativity.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

4 The webpage includes quotes from participants. What is the intended effect of 
these on the readers?

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]   
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Section B [20 marks]
 
Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5–13.

5

6

In paragraph 1, the writer describes Mrs A as a woman who was against anything 
new.

(i) Explain how the language used in the paragraph emphasises this. Support your 
ideas with three details from Paragraph 1.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

(ii) Why was Mrs A open to being called Babette? Answer in your own words.

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

In paragraph 1, we are told that Mrs A was ‘like an ancient tree with a trunk so 
massive that even three pairs of arms could not encircle it’ (lines 16 – 17).

(i) What does the idea of the tree trunk suggest about Mrs A’s role in the writer’s 
life?

   
……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

(ii) Suggest who the three people with their arms around the tree refer to. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

[3]

[2]

[1]

[1]
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7

8

9

10

11

12

In paragraph 2, Mrs A insisted that the writer and his family visit her at her home. 

(i) Why did they turn her down at first?

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

(ii) What made them give in eventually?

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

In paragraph 4, while touring the home, the couple uttered “excessive 
compliments”. Suggest why they did this.

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

The writer described Mrs A’s home as “unnecessarily grand” (line 35). Which two
details in Paragraph 4 support his view? 

(i) ..………………………………………………………….…………………………

(ii)  ……………………………………………………………………..………………

The writer was doubtful why Mrs A invited them to dinner. What did he suspect to 
be the ulterior motive of the dinner invitation?

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

In paragraph 5, the writer and Nora were treated to a sumptuous dinner. How did 
it change how they felt towards the invitation to dinner? 

Before dinner: ..…………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

After dinner: …………………………………………………………………………........

………………………………………………………………………………………………

In paragraph 8, Mrs A was emotionally affected by the story of Babette. What 
parallel did she draw between herself and the character in the story?

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………

[1]

[1]

[1]

[2]

[1]

[2]

[1]
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13 The structure of the text reflects the main stages in the narrative. Complete the flow 
chart by choosing one phrase from the box to summarise the key focus of each 
stage of the narrative about Mrs A. There are some extra phrases in the box that 
you do not need to use. 

Main focus

Flow chart

                                                                                              

[4]

extending hospitality                          staying resolute

being stoic                                         hiding emotions

feigning appreciation                         aiming to impress

Paragraphs 1-2   : (i) ………………………………………………………

Paragraph 4 : (ii) ……………………………………………………..

Paragraph 5   : (iii) ……………………………………………………...

Paragraph 8 : (iv) ………………………………………………………
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 14–20.

14 In Paragraph 1, ‘the waitress strolled off in a leisurely fashion, returning with kimchi 
and side dishes just two minutes and twenty seconds later’.  

(i) What does the word ‘just’ suggest about how the writer felt upon receiving 
his side dishes?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

(ii) Explain why he feels this way.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

15 How else does the writer emphasise how quick the service was?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

16 Explain what the writer means by ‘routine speediness’ (line 6) in describing Korean 
culture. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
 

17 In Paragraph 3, why is the fast-paced life in South Korea an unexpected 
development?   

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

18 What does ‘military-style campaigns’ tell you about the manner in which the 
economic reforms are carried out?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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18 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Siwon and Ling, who have 
read the article.  

(a) Give two examples from Paragraphs 8 and 9 that Siwon can give to support his 
view. 

(i) …………………………………………………………………………………..…

...……………………………………………………………………………………

(ii) …...…………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………... [2]

(b) Which phrase in Paragraph 9 can Ling use to support her view? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

Ling Siwon

I think that there are some 
people who find this culture 
rather unhealthy.

I think that many South Koreans 
enjoy a better life as a result of 
their ppalli-ppalli culture.
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20 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise how the ppalli-ppalli culture 
has impacted every aspect of South Korean society as well as how this culture come 
about. 

Use information only from Paragraphs 2 to 5.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form).  It must not be longer than 
80 words, not counting the words given to help you begin. 

Ppalli-ppalli culture is everywhere and its impact can be seen ………….………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………No. of words:                   [15]

END OF PAPER 
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Section A: Editing [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the Ford Factory. The first 
and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each 
line.  There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the 
sentence.

Examples:

I arrived   to   my destination at 2 pm.  __________

My mother always wears sensible clothes. __________

On 15 February 1942, Lieutenant-General Arthur Percival

and three other officers walked to the Ford Factory. There, they met with 1  

General Tomoyuki Yamashita in the Japanese Imperial Army to sign 2 
of/from
(pp)

the surrender document. Located in Upper Bukit Timah Road, 3  

the factory is Ford’s first motorcar assembly plant in Southeast Asia, 4 was tense)

completed just the year before. General Yamashita took up the premises 5 over (pp)

but turned it into the Japanese headquarters. The factory formed the 6 and (conj.)

setting for a British surrender, which marked the start of the Japanese 7 the (art.)

Occupation that lasts three years and eight months. Today, the Ford 8 
lasted 
(tense)

 Factory is one of Singapore’s nation monuments. While Singapore’s 9 
national
(word form)

monuments are in pristine conditions today, they too have witnessed the 10 
condition
(sg/pl)

country’s darker moments as Syonan-to.

______________ ______________ ___

__________________________
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the web page (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4.

1 Who are the target audience of the webpage?

- Teenagers who are interested to learn speech and drama skills.
- Parents who are thinking of sending their children to speech and

drama classes.
[Any one: Need to be specific about learning what sort of skills]

2 Look at the photograph at the bottom of the webpage. With reference to the sub-
title Expressive and masterful use of voice and speech, what idea does the 
photograph convey about the course? 

The participants appear to be confident in performing a dramatic 
performance on stage as they say their lines/ act out the roles – this shows 
that the course teaches participants to be expressive and use their voices in 
a dramatic way.  

3 Identify and explain two features of the course stated in the right column of the 
website that promote creativity.

- Improvisation which teaches/ develops students’ ability to react to a given
stimulus.  [1]

- Storytelling which requires students to present original stories and
develop narrative and character voices. [1]

[Students must identify and explain/ make the link to creativity.  If only state, no 
marks given.]

4 The webpage includes quotes from participants. What is the intended effect of 
these on the readers? 

Readers will be convinced that the courses are enjoyable (‘look forward to 
every week’) and beneficial (‘have learnt many skills…’) so that they will sign 
up for the courses too.  [1]

[Answers must contain both elements of enjoyable and beneficial – and effect is to 
convince/ persuade]

ence t
what t t t tt idididiii ea 

nt in peeeeeerfrfrfrfrfrforororororormmmmimimingggggg a dram
ines/ act ouuuuuut t tt tt ththththththeeeee e rorororororolessssss –––––– ththththththisisisisisis ssssho

to be expressssssssisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisiisisiiiiiiiiiveveveveveveveveveveveeveveeeeeeveeveveveeeevveveveeveveeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeveeveveeeeeeeeeveveeeeveeveeeeeeee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndnddnnnndnnnnnnndnnndndnnnnndndnnnnnnnnnnnddddddnd usee ttttttheheheheheheiriririririr vvvvvvoices i

o featatttttatatttttatttttatattttttttttttattttaa ururuuuururururururururuuruuururuuruuuuruuuruuuuurrreseseseseseseeseseseseeseseseeeeseeeeeeeseseeeeeseeseesss ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooof f ththththththhththhhhththttttttttt eeeee eeeeeeeeee courrrrrrrrrrrrrseseseseeseseeseseseseseseesseseseseeeeeseseeseeeeseesessessesseesesesse stated in tttttthehehehehehe righthththththt ccccccolooooolumn n n nn n ofofofofofof tttttthehhhhhh
ote creativvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvitttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttyyyyyy.yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

visation whwhwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww iciciciiciiciciiciiciciiiciciciiciciciiiciciiiciciiiciiciiiciciiccicccicicicicccciiiciccicccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh tetettttttttttttttttetttttttttttttttt acheheeeeeeeheeeeheheeeheeeheheeheeheeees/ deveveeveveveveveveveveveeveveevevevevevveevvveeeveveeveevvvveeeveevveevvevevveeve eelee ops ststtststtstststttststtttstststtstststtststtsttstssststssstsststsstssssstsss ududdududududdudududdudududududududuududududuuuuudududududududududuuduudduududududddddddduuuuuuduudeneneneneneeeneneeeeeneeneneenenenenenenenents’ ability y yyyyy totototototo rrrrrreaeeeee ct to
imulusussssssssuusssussussuuuuussusssussuss.   [1[1[1[111[1111[1111]]

Storytyttyttttytyttytttytttttytytytttyttytyttttytyttyttttyttttyyyyy eleleeeeeeeeeeeeeleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee lingggggggggggggggggg whwwwwwwwwwwwww icicccccccccccccccccccccccccccch h h h hhh hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh rrrrrrrerr quququququqququququququqquqquququqquququqquuquqquuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuiriririririririririririririrrirrrirrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrirrrririreseseseesesssssesssssss sstutuuuutuutuututuututututuutuuututututututututuuutuutututuutututuuttutttttuttuttuttututuuutuuuuudedeededededeedededeedededeeeddddddddddddddddddddddddddd ntntntnntnntntnnnntnntnnntnntnnntnntnnntnnntnnttttts s sssssssssss sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss tot  preesesesesesesentntntntntnt origin
dedededeededdedeeeddedeeedeeededdeedd veveeeeeeelololololololololoololollololololollolollololllololololololoololooooop narrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrratatatatatttatatatattatataaaaaaa iviiiiiiiiiiiii e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee anaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa d chhhhhhararaarararararararraaarararaaraaarararaarararararracacacacaccccacccccccccccccccccccccccccccccctetetetetetetetetetetetettetetetetetetttttettttetettttetteeteteeeeteettttttttttttttttttt r rrrrrrrr r rrrrrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr vovovovovovovovovovovvvovovovovovovvovovovovoovovovvovvvovovvoovoovoovvvoovovovvvvovvovooovvvooicicccicicccicicicicicicicicciciicicccicicicicciiiccccccceseseseseseeseeeseseeseeeseseeeeeseseeeeee . [1]]]]]]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5-13.

5

6 

In paragraph 1, the writer describes Mrs A. as a woman who was against 
anything new.

(i) Explain how the language used in the paragraph emphasises this.
Support your ideas with three details from Paragraph 1.

‘She genuinely opposed change body and soul’, which shows that 
her attitude towards anything new was extreme. [1]
She ‘confined’ her new pair of shoes to the closet, which shows 
that she preferred wearing her old worn pair instead of changing to 
a new one. [1]
‘Her obstinacy was funny, even foolish at times’ which means that 
she was stubborn/ refused to change to the point of being
ridiculous. [1]
‘She never changed anything’ suggests that she kept everything 
the same and refused anything new. [1]
(Any three answers)

(ii) Why was Mrs A open to being called Babette? Answer in your own
words.

No one else had such a name ‘exclusively hers’ [1] and it sounded exotic 
‘precious’ with its French accent ‘tone’. [1] OR
The name was hers alone and sounded exquisite with its French tone.
Not allowed to use “exclusively hers’, ‘precious’.

In paragraph 1, we are told that Mrs A was like an ancient tree with a trunk 
so massive that even three pairs of arms could not encircle it (lines 16-17). 

(i) What does the idea of the tree trunk suggest about Mrs A.’s role in the
writer’s life? 

She was a consistent, ever present figure in the writer’s life. / The writer 
is used to having Mrs A. around. / The writer is saying that Mrs A. has 
been in his life for a long time.  [1]

- Ancient tree – direct clue
- ‘steady element’ – contextual clue
- ‘haven’ – contextual clue

(ii) Suggest who the three people with their arms around the tree refer to.

They refer to the three of them (writer, wife and son) in the family. [1]

, which
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In paragraph 2, Mrs A insisted that the writer and his family visit her at her 
home. 

(i) Why did they turn her down at first?

The couple did not like family gatherings.  
- ‘declining invitations that even vaguely hinted at family gatherings’

(ii) What made them give in eventually?

Mrs A’s persistence [1] as she continue to extend the invitation every 
week until they could not turn her down.  

- ‘every Monday she was prepared to renew the invitation for the
following weekend’

In paragraph 4, while touring the home, the couple uttered “excessive 
compliments”. Suggest why they did this.  

They were trying to be polite OR they did not know what else to say as 
they knew very little about Mrs A.

Contextual clues: ‘the information we had about her was scant… Nora knew 
only a little more than I –“ 

The writer described Mrs A.’ home as “unnecessarily grand”.  Which two
details in Paragraph 4 support his view? 

The two details are “heavy, gold-rimmed goblets” and “good china, 
which obviously hadn’t been used in years”.

The writer was doubtful why Mrs A invited them to dinner. What did he 
suspect to be the ulterior motive of the dinner invitation?

He chided to himself that the real purpose of the invitation was for Mrs 
A to show off her good china [1] rather than the actual dinner itself.

In paragraph 5, the writer and Nora were treated to a sumptuous dinner. 
How did it change how they felt towards the invitation to dinner? 

Before dinner: They started off feeling uncomfortable ‘from initial rigidity’
After dinner: They slowly felt more at ease due to her hospitality. 
‘surrendering’ [1]

In paragraph 8, Mrs A was emotionally affected by the story of Babette. 
What parallel did she draw between herself and the character in the book?

Like Babette, Mrs A spent time and effort preparing dinner for them 
and that they had complimented her with providing them with an 
‘unforgettable feast’. [1]

tio
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13 The structure of the text reflects the main stages in the narrative. Complete 
the flow chart by choosing one phrase from the box to summarise the key 
focus of each stage of the narrative about Mrs A. There are some extra
phrases in the box that you do not need to use. 

Main focus

Flow chart

extending hospitality       staying resolute

being stoic        hiding emotions

feigning appreciation    aiming to impress

Paragraphs 1-2: (i) staying resolute [1]

Paragraph 4 : (ii) aiming to impress [1]

Paragraph 5    : (iii) extending hospitality [1]

Paragraph 8    : (iv) hiding emotions [1]

[1]

: (ii) aiaiiiaiiiiiaiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimimmmimimimimimimimmmimimmmmmimmimmmmmimmmimimiiiiimimmmmmmmmmm ngngngngngnggngngngngngngngngngngnngngnngnnnngngnnnnngngngggnggggggggggggggg ttttttttttttttttoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo imimimimimmimimimmmimimimimimmimimimimimimpprppppppppppppp ess [111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 14-20.

14 In Paragraph 1, ‘the waitress strolled off in a leisurely fashion, returning with kimchi 
and side dishes just two minutes and twenty seconds later’.  

(i) What does the word ‘just’ suggest about how the writer felt upon receiving
his side dishes?

He was surprised.   [1]

(ii) Explain why he feels this way.

He was surprised because the waitress walked away in a slow
manner [1] but yet she came back with his food so quickly.  [1]
OR
He was surprised because he did not expect the waitress to come
back with his food so quickly [1] as she moved in a slow/ relaxed
manner [1].

15 How else does the writer emphasise how quick the service was?

Through the exact references to time. [1]

16 Explain what the writer means by ‘routine speediness’ (line 6) in describing 
Korean culture.

It means everyday haste/ everyday urgency in doing things/ a habit to do 
things quickly.     [1]

Students should paraphrase ‘routine speediness’.

17 In Paragraph 3, why is the fast-paced life in South Korea an unexpected 
development? 

It was only recently that most South Koreans (72% of the population) lived in 
the countryside/ rural areas with a slower lifestyle but they have changed a 
lot and lead a fast-paced life within just a few decades.   [1]

Answers need to show the comparison of the pace of life between the past 
and present.  

18 What does ‘military-style campaigns’ tell you about the manner in which the 
economic reforms are carried out?

The reforms/ changes are carried out in a rigid manner, and everyone 
involved is expected to follow the orders to change. [1]

n a slo
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meansssssssssssssssssssss eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeryryryyryryryryryryryryrrrrrrr daddddddddddddd y hahahaahaahahahahaahahhaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaastststsstststststststststsssste/e/e/e/e/e/e/e/e/e/e/e/e/eee//e/eee/e/eee/e//ee//////////// eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevevevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv ryryydadaddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ururuuuuuururururruuurururuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu gegegegegegegeegegegegeegegegegegegegegeggegeeggegggeegeeeggeegeeeggeeggeeeggeggggg ncncncncncnncncncncncncncncncnccncccnccncncncccncnncnnccncnccncnncncnccnccncnnnnnnnnnnnnnn y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy iininiiiniinininnniiiiiiiiiiiii  doingngngngngng tttttthihihihihih ngs/
thinnnnnnnnngsgggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiiiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuuiuiuiiiuuiiuiiiiiiicckly.     [1]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]

tudddddddddddeeneenenenenenenenennenenennnn sstststststststststsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssshohohohohohohohohhhohohhoohhohoohohohohoohohoooooooooohhhhhhhhh ululuuluulululuuululululuuuulululuuuluuluululuululuuluuulllllllld ddd papappapapapapaapapappapapapaapaapappapapppapapapapppppppppp rraphphphhhphhhphhhphphhphphhphhhhphphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhphhhhphphphhhhhpppppp raraarararararararararararaararararraararararrarrarrararaaarrraraaaaararararaarrarrrrrrararaasesesesessssesesesesesesssesesesseesessesesessesesesesessesesessssssss ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘rororrororororororoorrooorroroor utine spppppppeeeeeeeeeeeedidididididinnnenn ss’

araggggggggggggggggggggggrarararaaaaararaaaaarararaaraaaaaaaaaaaaraaaaarararararaphphphphphhhphphphhphphphphphphph 3333333333333333333333333333333333333,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, whwhwwhwhwhwhwhwhwhhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwwwhwhwhwhwhwhwhhwhhwhhhwhwhwhwwwwwhwwwwhwwwhwhhwwhhhwhhwhy y yyyy y yy yyy yyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy isisisisisisisisisissisisissisisssisssssssssisssssssissississssissssssisssiss tthttttttttttttttttttttt e faaaaaastststststst----papapapapapaced l
pmmeneeneneenenenenneennnnnneennnnennnnnnnnnnnnnnnt?t?t?t?t?t?t?t?t?t?t??t?t?t?t??? 

nly rerrererrererereereeererreerreeerrrerreerrrerrr centlylyyyyy tttttthahahahahahattt ttt mos
rysididddddde/e/e/e/e/e/ rrrrrruuuuruu al a
d a fffffffast-p
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19 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Siwon and Ling, who have 
read the article.  

(a) Give two examples from Paragraphs 8 and 9 that Siwon can give to support his
view.
Which phrase in Paragraph 9 can Ling use to support her view?

The phrase is “rejected the hustle and bustle of city life.”  [1]

They have enjoyed tremendous economic progress within a very short time.
[1]
They have enjoyed the convenience of instant noodles and same-day parcel
deliveries. [1]

(b) Which phrase in Paragraph 9 can Ling use to support her view?

The phrase is “rejected the hustle and bustle of city life.”  [1]

Ling Siwon 

I think that there are some 
people who find this culture 
rather unhealthy.

I think that many South Koreans 
enjoy a better life as a result of 
their ppalli-ppalli culture.

aphs 8 and 9 ttttttttthahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahaahaaat t tt tttt ttttttttt ttttttttttttttttttt tttt tt ttttttt t t tttttttt SSiSiSiSiSiSiSSiSiSiSiSiSSiSiSiSiSiSSiSiSSiSSiSiSiwowowwwowowowwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwoowwwwwwwwwonn caaaannnn gigigigiveveveve tttto supp

ph 9 cacaacaaaaaaaaaaacaaaaaaacacaacaaaaaacaaaaaacacaaann Linggggggggggggggg uuuuuuuuuuuuuusesesessssssssssss ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttooooooooo o oooooooo oooooooooooooooo ooooooooo ooo ooooooooooooooooo o oooo ooo o sussusususususususususususususususususussususususususussususuusususuusuuuusussuusuususussuusususuuususuususususuususususssususususussssusssussussususuuususuuussuuuususuuuusuuuuuuusuussuuusssuuppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp orororoooooooooororooroororororoooooorororoooororororororororororrrrrrrrrrrrrrrtttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt t hhhhhehehehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh r r r r viviviviewewewew??

rejecteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed d ddddddd dd dddddddddddd dddddd ddddd ththththththththththththththhththththhththththhhhtttthhe e eeeeeeeee ee ee eee e eeeee eeee eeeeeeeeee hhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhhuhuhhuhhhhhuhuhuhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh stststttsttsttstttsssssssss lelelelelelelelelelelele anddddddddddddddddddd bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbustle of cittttyyyy lililiife.””””  [1[1[1[1]

ave enjojojooojojojoojoojojojoojojojojojjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjj yeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeeyeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed ddddddddddddd trememmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmenenenenenenenenenenenenenneneenneeeneeeeeneeeeeee dodddddddddddddddddddddddddddddod ususususususususususuusususususuususussususuuuusuuuuuuuuuu  ecocococcococccocococcoccoccocoococccoccooooooooooooooooononnnnnnnnnnnonnnnnonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn mic c cc ccc ccccccccccccccc cccccccc prppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp ogressssssss wwwithihihihinnnn aaa a vvvvery sh

Theyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhavvvvvvvvvvvvvve e e eeeeeeee ene jooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooyeyeyeyeyeyyeyyeyeyyyeyeyyyeyyyeyyyeyeeyeyeyeeyeyeeyyyyyeddddddddddddddddddddd ththththththttththththththtthhtththhttthththhhthhhhhhtheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee cocococoocoococooococococoooocoocoooocccc nvnvnvnvvnvnvnvvnvvnvnvnvnvnvnvvnvnvvnvvvnvvvnvnnvnvnvvnvnvvnn eeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeee iencncncncncncncncncncncncnccncncncncccncnnnccccnnncnccncnnncnccncnnnnncnccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ofofofofofofoofofofofofofofofofoffofofofofofofofoofofofofoooooooffoffffoo iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinsnsnsnsnsnsnsnssnnnsnssnnnnsnsnnsnnsnsnnsnssnsnsnsnsnnnnnsnsnssssnnn tant nnnnoooooooodldldldleeees and
deliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiveveveveveveveevevvevevevevvevevvevevvvveeeeveveeeriesss...... [1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[1[111]

WhWhWhWhWWWhhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWWhWhhhWhhhWhhhhWhhhWhhWhhhhhhhhhhicicicccccccccccccccccccccccccccccch h hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh pphphphphphphphphphphphphphpphphphphphphphphphphphhhhhhhphhhphhp rararararararrarrararararararrararararararrrrraaaaaaseeeeeeeeeeeeee iiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn PPararaaaaraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaraaaaaaaaaaagrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrgrgrgrgrrgrgrggrrgrgrgrggggrggggggrgggggggrgrgrgrggrrrg apapaapaapaapapapappapaapapaapapappaapaapaapapaaapapphhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 9 999999999999999 can Lingngngng uuuusesesese to su

Thhee eeeeee eeeeeeeeee phphpphppphpphppphppphppphppphpppppppppppphpppp raraaaaaraaaaraaraaaararararaaararararararaarraaaaaaaaaaaseeeee iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisssssssssssssssssssssssssss “r“r“r“r“r“r“r“r“r“r“r““r“r“r“rr“r“rr“r“rr“““r“r“r“rr““rr“r“r““rrrrrejejejejejejejejjejejeejejejejejejejeejejeeejeeeejejejeeeeejejjjjejeeeee ecececececececcecececececececececeeceeeeecececeeeceeececcccceeceeccctetetttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt d the e e e huhuhuhuststststlllel and

Siw

ture 



20 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise how the ppalli-ppalli culture 
has impacted every aspect of South Korean society as well as how this culture come 
about. 

Use information only from Paragraphs 2 to 5.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form).  It must not be longer than 
80 words, not counting the words given to help you begin. 

Ppalli-ppalli culture is everywhere and its impact can be seen …

From Passage Paraphrased Points
1. can be seen in South Korea’s world-

leading internet speeds
in South Korean’s superior internet 
speeds and 

2. Intensive language classes promising
near-immediate results

rigorous language classes that guarantee 
instant results

3. …popular speed-dating events speed-dating events are popular and
4. ...the glitzy wedding halls that host a

succession of hour-long ceremonies
all weekend.

even weddings last for only one hour.

5. thousands of food delivery
motorcyclists who bend the rules of
traffic… to deliver their orders post-
haste

Food delivery motorcycles break traffic 
rules to deliver orders quickly.

6. To compete, McDonald’s, the global
leader in fast food, began assembling
its own fleets of delivery scooters in
South Korea

MacDonalds started their own line of 
delivery scooters to stay ahead

7. the people go from transplanting rice
to downloading torrents in just a few
decades

Country gone from planting rice to 
downloading torrents within a few 
decades…

8. people my age – and I was 24 years
old – were very busy rushing around
trying to improve their lifestyle.

South Korean youths are focused on 
enriching their lifestyle

9. In the 1960s, South Korean president
embarked on a series of economic
plans

In the past, the government started a 
series of economic plans 

10. These military-style campaigns
brought about the Miracle on the Han
River, the transformation from a war-
ruined country to an economic
powerhouse,

Which revived the post-war country and 
made it an economic powerhouse

11. and created Korean Inc represented
by huge companies such as
Samsung, Hyundai and LG

And also created large South Korean 
companies

e militar

n theeeeeeeeeeeeee 111111111111111111111111 696966666666666660s0s0s0s0s0s0s0s0s0s0s00s0s0s0ss0s0s00s0sss0ss0s0s0s0s0sss00s0s0000s000s0s00000s0000s0s0000000 , Souttttthhhhhh KoKoKoKoKoKorrrerrr an

e classes 
s

ating eventntntntntntss ssss arree e e e e popu
en weddinnngsgsgsgsgsgs llllllasasasasasastttttt fofofofofoforrr rr r only one

deliveeryryryryryyyryryryryyryyyryryryryyyyryryryyryyryyyrr
the rrrrruluuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu es oooooooooooooffffffffffffff

heir ooordr ererrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrs s s sssssss popppppppppp st-

Fooodododododododdodododdoddddddddddddoddoooododooooooodd ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddeleleleeeleeleleleleleeeeleeleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleliviviviivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivvverereererereeeeeereererererrreeeerreererrerrrererererrrerererrrerererrrreerererreerrrrrrreeryy y y yyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy mototooooorcrcrcrcrcrcycycycycyy les break 
ruuuuuuuulelelelllllllelellelelellellellllllleeleelleelleeeelelelellellelelllleleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssss s sssssss ssssssssss s ssss s ssss sssssss s sssssssssssss ssssssssss tototototottottottottotototototototototottottttototoototototototototototototoootototototooootooootoottotoooototototototototoototototototottootoototootototttootttoooottooooootottoottoooo ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddeleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleeeleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleleliviviiiiiiiviiviviviviviiviiiiivivivivivivivivivivivivvvivvvvvvvvvvvvvveeeeeeeererererereeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oooooordrdrdrdrdrdererererererssssss ququququququicicicicicickly.

e, McDonaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd’ss,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ththhthththththhhhhhththhththhhhhhhhhthththththththhthhththththtttthththtttttthheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee glglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglglgggggggggggggg obobobobobbobobobobobobbobbobobbbbbbobbobbobbbbobbbbbobbbbobbbooo alalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
in fast fofofofofofofofoffofofofofofofoffffffffffffffff ododododododododododododododododododoododododododododoododdoddddddddddddddddddd,, begagaggagagagagagaaggagagaaggagagaagaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn asasaaasasaasasasasasasasasssasasasasassssaaaasssaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa seeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeembmbmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm lilillliiililliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiingngnngngngngngngngngngngngngnngngngngnnnngnngngngngnnngnnnnngngnnnnggngggggggggggggg

own flflfffffffffffffffffffff eetss ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooffff f ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff dededededeeeedeededededededeedededededeeeeeedeeeeedeedeedeeeedd lilililililllllllllllllllliiiveryryryryryryryryryyryrrrrrryrrryrrryyyyyyyy sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssscooooooooooooooooototooootoooootoootoooototooooooooooooooooooooo ereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s in
Soututututututututututututututuuuuuu hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh KoKoKoKoKoKoKoKoKoKoKoKKKoKoKoKoKorererererererrerererererer a

MMMMaMaMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM cDonaldssssss ssssssttttatat rted ttttttheheheheheheh iriririririr oooooown lin
ddddeliiiiiiiiiivevevevevevevevevevevevevvevevevevevevevevevevevvveevvevevevvevveevevevvevevevevevvvevveeevevvvveevvevevevvvevveeeeev ryrr  scoototototototererereerers toooooo sssssstatatatatatay yyy yy aaahaaa ead

7. the eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee pepppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp opplelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelele ggggggggggggggo fffrfffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff omomoomooomomomoomoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo  traaaaansnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnssnnnnnnnnnsnnsnnnnnnsnsnnnnnnnnnnnnsplplplplplplplplplpplplplplpppplplplplplpppppppplplpplpplananaaaaanaaanaananaaaaaanananaanaaaaaananaananaanaaaaaaaanaaannnnntititiiiitiiitiiiiiititititiiitiitititttittttttttttttt ngngngngngngngngngngngngngnggngngnggngngnggngngngngngnggngnggnngnggnggngnnggngnggnngnnggnnnggggggggg rrrrrrrriciciciciciciciciccicicicicicicicciccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
totootoooooooooooootooooooooooooto dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddownloaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaadididididididididiididiiiddd ngnggngggngnggggngngngggngngnggnggngggggggngggggggggggggggg ttttttttttttttoooooorooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo rents sssssssss ininininiininiininininininiinininiinininnnnnnnnn jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjuusuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu t t t ttttt ttttttt ttttt t ttttt ttttt tttttt aa a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa fefefefefefefefefefeefeffeefefeefefefeefefeeeeeefefefeeefffefefeffeeeffffeffewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww
dedededededdededededededddedededededdeddeeeedededddddddddddd cacacacacacaccacacacacacccacacacacaccacacacaccacacacccacaccacacaacacacaaaacaccaaaaaaadedededededededededededeeeededededdddddededdedededddeeedeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Countrtrrrrry y y y y y gogogogogogone f
dodododododownwnwnwnwnwnlolololololoading
dedededededecades

8. ppepeppepepepeeepepepeeeepeeepeepeoopoooooooooooooooo le mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy age e e eeeee eee e eee e eeeeee e eeee –––––––––––– ananaaanananannnananaananannnnaannanannnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddd IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII wawawwawwawawawawaawwawawawawawawwwaawawaawaawaaaaawaawawawwwwww s 24 yyyyyyeaeaeaeaeaearsrsrssrss
ollllllllllllld ddddddddddddd –––––––––––––––––– wewewewewwewwwwwewewewewewewewwewew re vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvverererrrrerererreeeeererereererererrrerrerrerreereery y yy y y y y y yy yy yy yy yyyy y y yyy y yyyyy yyyyy yyyyyy yyyy yyyyyyyyyy bubububububububububububububububbububbbbbbubububbbubbbbbbbbuubbbbbububububbuuuuuuuubbb sysyssysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysyyyysysysysyysyyyyyyyysyyyyssss  rushingngngngngng aaaaaarororororor und
tryiingngngngngngngngngnnngngngngngngnnnnngnngnnggnggnggggggggggggggggggggggggg ttttttttto o o oo o ooo o oo o oo ooo imiimimimimimmimmimimmiimmimimiimmimimmmimmmmimmmmmimmmi prprprprprprprprrrprprprrrprrrprrprprprrrprrprrprprrprprprprprpprprppppppppprprprprprrprppp ovovovvovovovovovovovovvvovovovovovovvovovvovovvvvvovovvvovovovooovovovvvovooooovovovooovvvve eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ththtttttttttttttttttttttt eir lifefefefefefeststststststylylylylylyle.
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Sample Summary

Ppalli-ppalli culture is everywhere and its impact can be seen in South Korean’s superior 
internet speeds and rigorous language classes that guarantee instant results.  Speed-
dating events are popular and even weddings last for only one hour.  Food delivery
motorcycles break traffic rules to deliver orders quickly.  MacDonalds started their own 
line of delivery scooters to compete. South Korean youths are focused on enriching 
their lifestyle.  Previously, the government started implementing economic plans which 
revived the post-war country, making it an economic powerhouse and created large 
South Korean companies.  [78 words]

t can be sssssseeeeeeeeeeeen n n nn n inininininin Sououououououthtt  Korea
classes thatattttttt gggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggguauauauauauauauuuuuuuuuuuuuuauuaaauuuaauuaauuaaararararrrrrrraaarrraarrraaarrraaararrraraaaarrraraaaararaaarraaraaaaaantntntntntntee iiiiiinsnsnsnsnsnstatatatatatantntntntntnt rrresul

ven wedddddddddddddddddddddddddidididididididididididididididididingngnggggggnggssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss lalallalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalallalalalallalllallllllaalaaaaaaaalaalalaaalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalaaaaaaalalalaaaaaaalalalaaastststsststststststststststststststststststststststststststststststststttt fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffororoooooorooroooroororororororororoororooororororororororororororrrrrr oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooonlnlnlnnlnln y onononnnneeeeee hohohohohohour.  Food
ules to dddddddddddddddddeeeeeeleleeleeeeeeeeee iviviviviviviviviviviviviviviver ordrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrderereeeeeeeereeeeeeee s ququququququuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuicicccccccicicciciccicccciciciiciciccciciciccccicccciciciciciiicciciciiciiiciciiiciciicicciciciccccicciiicccccccicicciiickkkkkkkkkkkkklklkkkklkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkklklklklklklklklklklklklklyyyyyy.yy   MaMaMaMaMaMacDcDcDccc onnnnnnalalalalalaldsdsdsdsdsds startedeeeeee  the

oters toooooooooooooooooooooooooooo cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccomomooooomooooooooooooo pepepepepepepepepepepepepepppppppppppppppppppppppppppp teeeeeee......... SSSSSSoSSSSSSSSS uth KoKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK rean youuuuuuththththththssssss arrrrrreeeee e fofofofofofocuuuuusesesesesesedddddd onooooo enri
Previooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooousususuusuususususususuusususuusuussusssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssslyll , thhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee gogogogogogogogogogogogogogogoogoogogoogogoooogoogooooggogogogogooggggogggg veveveveveveveveveeveveveveveeevevevevevveeeveeveveveveeveevevvvvevevvvvvvvvvvv rnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrrnrnrnrrrrrrnrrnrnrnrrrrnnnnnnnnnnnnmememememememmemememememmemeemeememememeememeeeemememmemeemeemeemeeeeememmmmmmmmmmm ntntntntntnntntntnnntnnnntnnntntntntnnnnntnnnnnntntnnnnntnttnntttttttttt ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssstatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatatttttttttttt rtededdeddededdeddededddddededededdddedededddddedededddddededddddeddededddddeddededdeeeddddedeed implememememememennntn inggggggg ececececececoonoooo omic
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Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the methane poisoning incident in 
Johor Bahru. The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical 
error in each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

Circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.

The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Example:

I arrived to my destination at 2pm. ____at_______     

What started out as an isolated incident of illegally dumping chemicals into a 

Johor river have escalated into a wave of methane poisoning cases. More than 

2,700 people have take ill and it has led to the Malaysian education ministry 

closing all 111 schools in Pasir Gudang. This incident can be traced to a driver 

of a tanker lorry believing to be from an illegal tyre recycling factory. The driver 

dumped 20 to 40 tonnes of chemical waste into Sungai Kim Kim instead of 

disposing of it properly as requirement by law. Initial cleaning works worsened

the chemical reaction as the contractor engaged was not experienced to dealing 

with chemical wastes. Furthermore, the authorities also did not disposed of the 

waste in the river after concluding that they were no longer reactive. The decision 

was also taken due to the costs involved. Because the dire situation, the 

government did not see the need to declare a state of emergency in Johor.

Adapted from https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/pasir-gudang-methane-poisoning-timeline-what-we-know-
so-far-11348968

1_________

2_________

3_________

4_________

5_________
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7_________

8_________

9_________

10________
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WHAT CAN YOU DO AS PART OF WRS 
ALUMNI? 

VOLUNTEER AS 
A NIGHT TUTOR 

PERFORM FOR 
TASAD 

SIGN UP AS 
WRS MENTORS  

PLAN ALUMNI 
GATHERINGS 

Help your 
fellow juniors 
prepare for 
the GCE ‘N’ 
and ‘O’ Level 
examinations 
Share useful 
study 
strategies 

Show your 
appreciation 
for your 
teachers 
Showcase 
your talents 
in singing, 
dancing etc. 

Guide your 
juniors 
about post-
education 
pathways 
Share tips to 
manage 
time and 
cope with 
stress 

Organize 
dinner for 
your batch  
Reconnect 
with former 
classmates 
and teachers  

2
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Section B [30marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section.

Question 2

You should look at the printout of the flyer on page 2, study the information carefully and plan 
your answer before beginning to write.

Your school is setting up its first ever alumni association and is looking to encourage more 
students to join as members. As part of the pioneer batch of alumni in the organising 
committee, you have prepared a recruitment poster for the association. You have also been 
tasked by the teacher-in-charge to give a speech to the graduating cohort of students to share 
more about the association.

In your speech, you should:

state why the alumni association was set up

say why it is important for your batch to be part of this alumni association

suggest two activities that members can take part in

explain how these activities are meaningful

Write your speech in clear, accurate English and in persuasive, enthusiastic tone to convince 
the students to join the alumni association.

You may add any other details you think will be helpful.

You should use your own words as much as possible.

3



44



55



66



7

2019 Sec 4E/5O EL MYE Paper 1 - Suggested Answers
Section B

State why the alumni 
association was set up

Lifted from text
To be the bridge between the alumni and the school
To allow alumni to still be part of the WRS community 
To foster connections and build network among alumni

Say why it is important 
for your batch to be part 
of this alumni association

Own explanation
Build the foundation for the association
Start a legacy by being the first batch of alumnis
Preserving heritage of school

Suggest two activities 
that members can take 
part in

Lifted from text
1. Volunteer as a night tutor

2. Perform for TASAD

3. Sign up as WRS Mentors

4. Plan alumni gatherings

Own explanation
1. Provide personal 

coaching, use 
experience to guide 
juniors

2. Bring a smile to teachers’ 
faces, surprise teachers 
with hidden talent, 

3. Tap on personal 
experience, alumni may 
be more relatable than a 
teacher, provide a 
listening ear

4. Opportunity to share 
reconnect and share 
experiences, reminisce 
about time in WRS

Explain how these two 
activities are meaningful





1

WOODLANDS RING SECONDARY SCHOOL

Name : _____________________________  Reg No. ________ Class : ___________
________________________________________________________________________
EXAMINATION: MID-YEAR EXAMINATION
LEVEL : SECONDARY 4 EXPRESS/ 5 O-LEVEL   DATE: 6 May 2019
SUBJECT : ENGLISH LANGUAGE (1128/1) PAPER: 1
DURATION : 1 HR 50 MINUTES            MAX MARKS:   70
SETTER(S) : MDM FARHANAH SAMAT

PARENT’S/GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE:
________________________________________________________________________

SECTION C

This section consists of 7 printed pages including cover page.



2

Section C [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh page

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following topics.

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

3 Describe the most memorable family gathering that you have attended. What made 
the gathering unforgettable?

4 Many Singaporeans feel that studying abroad is a better option. What is your 
opinion?

5 What factors do you consider to be essential for a group to work successfully 
together?

6 “It takes two hands to clap.” Do you agree? Write about an incident when you and 
another person had to take responsibility for a misdeed.

Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here: ………

2
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Section A
Text 1
Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1-3 in the Question Booklet.

Do you know?

•108 million units of 
blood are donated 
every year globally

•On average, a 
person has 10 - 11 
units of blood 
where 1 unit can 
be donated

Why should you 
donate?

•It improves your 
health

•Every 2 seconds, 
somebody needs 
blood

•41,000 units of 
blood are needed 
every day

Who can donate?

•18 - 65 years old
•Weigh at least 

50kg
•Be in good general 

health
•Meet minimun 

haemoglobin level
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Section B
Text 2
In the text below, a black immigrant named Ifemelu reflected on her life and her blogging 
activities. Read it carefully and answer Questions 4-14 in the Question Booklet.

1

2

3

4

Princeton, in the summer, smelled of nothing, and although Ifemelu liked the tranquil 
greenness of the many trees, the clean streets and stately homes, the delicately overpriced 
shops, and the quiet, abiding air of earned grace, it was this, the lack of a smell, that most 
appealed to her, perhaps because the other American cities she knew well had all smelled 
distinctly. Philadelphia had the musty scent of history. New Haven smelled of neglect. 
Baltimore smelled of brine, and Brooklyn of sun-warmed garbage. Yet Princeton had no 
smell. She liked taking deep breaths here. She liked watching the locals who drove with 
pointed courtesy and parked their latest-model cars outside the ice cream shop that had 
fifty different flavors including red pepper or outside the post office where effusive staff 
bounded out to greet them at the entrance. She liked the campus, grave with knowledge, 
the Gothic buildings with their vine-laced walls. She liked, most of all, that in this place of 
affluent ease, she could pretend to be someone else, someone specially admitted into a 
hallowed American club, someone adorned with certainty.

On the other hand, she did not like that she had to go to Trenton to braid her hair. It was 
unreasonable to expect a braiding salon in Princeton—the few black locals she had seen 
were so light-skinned and lank-haired she could not imagine them wearing braids—and yet 
as she waited at Princeton Junction station for the train, on an afternoon ablaze with heat, 
she wondered why there was no place where she could braid her hair. The chocolate bar 
in her handbag had melted. A few other people were waiting on the platform, all of them 
white and lean, in short, flimsy clothes. The man standing closest to her was eating an ice 
cream cone; she had always found it a little irresponsible, the eating of ice cream cones by 
grown-up American men, especially the eating of ice cream cones by grown-up American 
men in public. 

He turned to her and said, “About time,” when the train finally creaked in, with the familiarity 
strangers adopt with each other after sharing in the disappointment of a public service. She 
smiled at him. The graying hair on the back of his head was swept forward, a comical 
arrangement to disguise his bald spot. He had to be an academic, but not in the humanities 
or he would be more self-conscious. A firm science like chemistry, maybe. Before, she 
would have said, “I know,” that peculiar American expression that professed agreement 
rather than knowledge, and then she would have started a conversation with him, to see if 
he would say something she could use in her blog. People were flattered to be asked about 
themselves and if she said nothing after they spoke, it made them say more. They were 
conditioned to fill silences. If they asked what she did, she would say vaguely, “I write a 
lifestyle blog,” because saying “I write an anonymous blog called Raceteenth or Various 
Observations About American Blacks (Those Formerly Known as Negroes) by a Non-
American Black” would make them uncomfortable. 

She had said it, though, a few times. Once to a dreadlocked white man who sat next to her 
on the train, his hair like old twine ropes that ended in a blond fuzz, his tattered shirt worn 
with enough piety to convince her that he was a social warrior and might make a good guest 
blogger. “Race is totally overhyped these days, black people need to get over themselves, 
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7

it’s all about class now, the haves and the have-nots,” he told her evenly, and she used it 
as the opening sentence of a post titled “Not All Dreadlocked White American Guys Are 
Down.” 

Then there was the man from Ohio, who was squeezed next to her on a flight. A middle 
manager, she was sure, from his boxy suit and contrast collar. He wanted to know what 
she meant by “lifestyle blog,” and she told him, expecting him to become reserved, or to 
end the conversation by saying something defensively bland like “The only race that matters 
is the human race.” However, he said, “Ever write about adoption? Nobody wants black 
babies in this country, and I don’t mean biracial, I mean black. Even the black families don’t 
want them.” He told her that he and his wife had adopted a black child and their neighbors 
looked at them as though they had chosen to become martyrs for a dubious cause. Her 
blog post about him, “Badly-Dressed White Middle Managers from Ohio Are Not Always 
What You Think,” had received the highest number of comments for that month. 

She still wondered if he had read it. She hoped so. Often, she would sit in cafés, or airports, 
or train stations, watching strangers, imagining their lives, and wondering which of them 
were likely to have read her blog. Now her ex-blog. She had written the final post only days 
ago, trailed by two hundred and seventy-four comments so far. All those readers, growing 
month by month, linking and cross-posting, knowing so much more than she did; they had 
always frightened and exhilarated her. SapphicDerrida, one of the most frequent posters, 
wrote: “I’m a bit surprised by how personally I am taking this. Good luck as you pursue the 
unnamed ‘life change’ but please come back to the blogosphere soon. You’ve used your 
irreverent and thought-provoking voice to create a space for real conversations about an 
important subject.”

Readers like SapphicDerrida, who reeled off statistics and used words like “reify” in their
comments, made Ifemelu nervous, eager to be fresh and to impress, so that she began, 
over time, to feel like a vulture hacking into the carcasses of people’s stories for something 
she could use. Sometimes making fragile links to race. Sometimes not believing herself. 
The more she wrote, the less sure she became. Each post scraped off yet one more scale 
of self until she felt naked and false.
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Adapted from Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
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Section C
Text 3
The article below is about why music moves us. Read it carefully and answer Questions 15-
22 in the Question Booklet.

1

2

3

4

5

6

According to Leo Tolstoy, "Music is the shorthand of emotion." Music has the ability to evoke 
powerful emotional responses — both chills and thrills — in listeners. This capacity is 
universal. Why are we moved by music? How does music evoke emotion and pleasure? 

Music is a kind of language of emotion, with its components and patterns representing 
different feelings. People who have difficulty expressing their feelings in words sometimes 
feel more comfortable expressing these emotions through music. Music has also the
capacity to mimic emotions, where the temporal patterns of music mirror our emotional 
lives, such as the introduction, buildup, climax, and closure. For example, a slow tempo 
naturally conveys sadness, due to the fact that it has a structural resemblance with the 
slowness that we might expect in a disconsolate individual.

As human beings, we have the capacity and inclination to synchronize our body movement 
to external rhythmic stimuli, such as music. Rhythm can have a powerful effect on 
movement, because the auditory system has a rich connection to motor systems in the 
brain. These connections help explain why music often makes us want to burst into dance, 
and why we feel a natural inclination to tap along with music. Sounds that are loud, sudden, 
and fast-paced generate increases in arousal and excitement. In contrast, relaxing music 
can reduce feelings of anxiety.

Listening to music that was played a lot during a significant life event many years ago, such 
as a family celebration, can trigger a deeply nostalgic emotional experience. The sentiment
is not in the music, but in what it reminds us of. The power of music to evoke reminiscing is 
demonstrated in the movie Casablanca, where the protagonist Rick forbids his bar pianist 
Sam ever to play “As Time Goes By”, because of the unbearable feelings of grief and loss 
educed by the song.

It is therefore not surprising that music generates emotional contagion. Emotional contagion 
refers to the phenomenon that perceiving an emotion can sometimes induce the same 
emotion. A case in point is where people display automatic frowning when observing facial 
expressions of fear and wretchedness. For that reason, a full music experience involves 
watching as well as listening, particularly since visual aspects of performance greatly 
influence our experiences of music – the use of facial expression in music is critically 
important for communicating the emotional meanings of music. Hearing a mournful cello 
performance may effect a genuine state of despondency in a listener.

Music often makes us feel like crying, and it may not be due to a melancholic reaction but 
a result of us experiencing a sense of awe and admiration. The feeling is a kind of wonder 
at realizing what other minds are capable of creating. Awe is described as sensitivity to 
greatness, accompanied by a sense of being overwhelmed by the object of greatness. In 
response to these sensations, we may experience goosebumps and motivation for the 
improvement of self and society.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35



6

7

8

Interestingly, the cognitive psychologist Steven Pinker has characterized music as "auditory 
cheesecake". In this view, music is an exquisite gourmet feast that we ingest through the 
ear to stimulate a mass of pleasure circuits at once. Of course, music is not a pill that, when 
swallowed, inevitably produces a given state of mind. However, like other rewards, such as 
food and money, pleasurable music activates the pleasure and reward system, so that when 
something catches our ear, we like it to be repeated endlessly in the song, simply because 
we cannot get enough of it.

What makes music so emotionally powerful is the creation of expectation. Research shows 
that anticipation is a key element in activating the reward system and provoking musical 
pleasure. Unexpected changes in musical features intensity and tempo is one of the primary 
means by which music provokes a strong emotional response in listeners. With enough 
exposure, the difference between expected and actual events decreases such that listeners 
begin to anticipate these events, which consequently causes music to become less 
pleasing.
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Adapted from Why Are We Moved By Music by Shahram Heshmat
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to Text 1 to answer Questions 1-3.

1. What is the purpose of this webpage?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

2. What is the intended effect of saying that “a single gesture can create a million smiles”?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

3. How does the author use the photographs to reinforce the idea in these words:

(i) Thank you for saving my life

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

(ii) World Blood Donor Day

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 and answer Questions 4-14.

4. Explain how language is used to highlight the charm of Princeton. Support your answer 
with three details from lines 1-3.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [3]

5. Who, in your own words, did Ifemelu aspire to be in paragraph 1?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

6. From paragraph 2, why would it be “unreasonable to expect a braiding salon in 
Princeton”?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

7. In paragraph 3, explain why people would continue to say more when Ifemelu said 
nothing. Answer in your own words.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

8. Pick out two consecutive words in paragraph 4 that refer to somebody who fights for 
the rights of people. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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9. From paragraph 5, what was Ifemelu’s initial impression of the man from Ohio and how 
had it changed?

Initial Impression Final Impression

[2]

10. From paragraph 6, quote an expression that proves the popularity of Ifemelu’s blog.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

11. In paragraph 6, Ifemelu mentioned that she had discontinued her blog. What was the 
excuse she gave her blog readers and what was her real reason for discontinuing it? 

(i)   Her excuse to her        
blog readers 

(ii)  Her real reason

[2]

12. What is the intended effect of Ifemelu comparing herself to a “vulture hacking into the 
carcasses of people’s stories for something she could use” in lines 66-67?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

13. Use a word of your own to describe the tone of Ifemelu’s writing in her blog.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

14. The structure of the text reflects the different experiences Ifemelu had in Princeton. 
Complete the flowchart by choosing one phrase from the box to summarise what she 
experienced in each part of the text. There are some extra phrases in the box you do 
not need to use. 
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Ifemelu’s experience

Flow chart 

[4]

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 and answer Questions 15-22.

15. In paragraph 1, which sentence states that music is a quick and simple expression of 
emotions?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

16. From paragraph 2, why do some people prefer to use music to express themselves?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

Paragraph 1:      (i) …………………………………………..  

Paragraphs 2-3:     (ii) ………………………………………….  

Paragraphs 4-5:   (iii) …………………………………………

Paragraphs 6-7: (iv) ………………………………………..

Breaking stereotypes                   Ending racial discrimination               Self-reflection   
Beyond help                                  Understanding human behaviour
Making friends                               American dream city                   
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17. Why do you think some people would not want to listen to certain music, in paragraph 
4?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

18. “For that reason, a full music experience involves watching as well as listening…” 
(lines 27-28) What does “that reason” refer to?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

19. From paragraph 6, what are two reasons why people cry when they listen to music? 
Answer in your own words.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

20. Name a possible positive outcome of listening to music in paragraph 6.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]
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21. Here is a part of a conversation between two students about music.

(a) How can Famela explain her view of music from paragraph 7?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1]

(b) What are two points in paragraphs 7 and 8 that Patrick can use to support his view?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… [2]

22. Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the reasons why we are 
moved by music.

Use only information from paragraphs 2 to 5.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer 
than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Music is like 
auditory 
cheesecake!

No, music is not 
always enjoyable.

Famela Patrick
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One reason for why we are moved by music is …………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………… No. of words:                      [15]

-- END OF PAPER --
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2019 Sec 4E/5O EL MYE Paper 1 - Suggested Answers
Section A

What started out as an isolated incident of illegally dumping chemicals into a 

Johor river have escalated into a wave of methane poisoning cases. More than 

2,700 people have take ill and it has led to the Malaysian education ministry 

closing all 111 schools in Pasir Gudang. This incident can be traced to a driver 

of a tanker lorry believing to be from an illegal tyre recycling factory. The driver 

dumped 20 to 40 tonnes of chemical waste into Sungai Kim Kim instead of 

disposing of it properly as requirement by law. Initial cleaning works worsened

the chemical reaction as the contractor engaged was not experienced to dealing 

with chemical wastes. Furthermore, the authorities also did not disposed of the 

waste in the river after concluding that they were no longer reactive. The 

decision was also taken due to the costs involved. Because the dire situation, 

the government did not see the need to declare a state of emergency in Johor.

Adapted from https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/pasir-gudang-methane-poisoning-timeline-what-we-know-

so-far-11348968

1 has (SVA)

2 taken (tense)

3

4 believed (tense)

5

6 required (word form)

7 in (prep)

8 dispose (tense)

9 wastes (plural)

10 Despite (conj.)
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2019 Sec 4E/5O EL MYE Paper 1 - Suggested Answers
Section C

# Question Text Type Possible Answers
1 Describe the most 

memorable family 
gathering that you 
have attended.
What made the 
gathering
unforgettable?

Blended
(Description 
+ Viewpoint)

Detailed description of:
Gathering

o Event
o Setting (restaurant, home etc.)

Justify “memorable”:
Occasion (birthday, farewell, anniversary etc.)
Companion (significance family member etc.)

2 Many 
Singaporeans feel 
that studying 
abroad is a better 
opinion. What is 
your opinion? 

Viewpoint Advantages
High quality of local universities

o Consistently ranked highly
Learn to be independent

o Doing own housework
o Troubleshooting problems

Experience a different culture
o Interaction with locals
o How society functions

Being part of a different learning environment
o Teaching style
o Classroom setting
o Classmates’ behaviour

Disadvantages
Being homesick

o Missing family members back home
Inability to adapt to a different culture

o Culture shock when interacting with
locals

Possibly less safe environment compared to
Singapore

3 What factors do 
you factors do you 
consider to be 
essential for a 
group to work 
successfully 
together?

Reflective Strong leadership
Cooperative team members
Clear communication
Willingness to compromise

4 “It takes two 
hands to clap.” Do 
you agree? Write 
about an incident 
when you and 

Blended 
(Persuasive 

+Descriptive)

Part 1
Yes, we need be accountable for our own
actions

quality of f f f ff lolololololocacacacacacallllll unuuuuu iverererererersisssss titititititiesesesesesess
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another person 
had to take 
responsibility for a 
misdeed.

No, we may be forced to act in a certain way for
various reasons (fear, peer pressure etc)

Part 2
Describe

o When the incident occurred
o Who was involved
o What were the consequences
o How you felt afterwards/ Learning points

may be fofofofofoforcrcrcrcrcrcedededededed ttttttooooo o acaaaaa t in a c
rious reasonnnnnns s ss s sss (f(f(f(f(f(feaeaeaeaeaearrrrr,r  peeeeeeeeeeeer r r r r r prprprprprpressesesesesessure

Part 2222222222222222222222
Descscscssscscsscscscscss ririrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr be
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to Text 1 to answer Questions 1-3. 

1. What is the purpose of this webpage?
Inference
It is to persuade/encourage/convince people to donate blood.

Also accepted: If the criteria for blood donors are mentioned – though it is unnecessary

[1]

2. What is the intended effect of saying that “a single gesture can create a million smiles”?
Language Use
It encourages/persuades/convinces one to donate blood/ promotes blood donation
because that one act of blood donation can save lives/impact the lives of many people
[1] and evoke a profound sense of gratitude in others. [1]

Not accepted (NA): vague words like tell/say/show are too vague; emphasize (not the 
intention)

NA: mention of big impact without being specific/without explanation

NA: if the act of blood donation is not mentioned

[2]

3. How does the author use the photographs to reinforce the idea in these words:

(i) Thank you for saving my life
Visual/Images/Inference
The photographs show people smiling and using hand gestures that represent heartfelt
appreciation, which emphasises how grateful they are to the donors whose blood has
saved them. / putting their hands over/near to their heart to show gratitude for/to their
blood donors.

[1]

Do note that photographs are not the same as illustrations.

(ii) World Blood Donor Day
Visual/Images/Inference
The photographs show people of different/many nationalities OR people from different
countries which suggest that people from around the world can take part in the blood
donation drive/the blood donation drive is a global event.

NA: gender/race/skin colour/culture/background

[1] 

Section B [20 marks]
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Refer to Text 2 and answer Questions 4-14. 

4. Explain how language is used to highlight the charm of Princeton. Support your answer
with three details from lines 1-3.
Language Use
Any 3 points:

The “tranquil greenness of the many trees” highlights how nature created a
peaceful/calm/serene environment.
The “clean streets” emphasise the neat/well-kept/well-organised/orderly conditions
of the pathways/roads in Princeton.
The “stately homes” stress the regal elegance of the houses.
The “delicately overpriced shops” suggest that while the items being sold might be
rather expensive, they reflected the subtle refined taste of the people who could
afford it.
The “quiet, abiding air of earned grace” underscores how the beauty and style of
Princeton endured the test of time.

Language details should be quoted.

Note that for this question, you should not combine the language details and explain 
them in the same sentence. Instead you may use discourse markers such as “firstly”, 
“secondly” and “thirdly” to separate your ideas.

[3]

5. Who, in your own words, did Ifemelu aspire to be in paragraph 1?
Vocabulary/UYOW
She wanted to be a well-respected American/Amercian of a high status [1] who was
self-assured/confident of herself/her place in the American society. [1]

From passage: “she could pretend to be someone else, someone specially admitted
into a hallowed American club, someone adorned with certainty”

NA: accepted by society/rich/wealthy

Note that the idea of being “American” is important.

[2]

6. From paragraph 2, why would it be “unreasonable to expect a braiding salon in
Princeton”?
Inference
There were very few black people who would need braiding services in Princeton. [1]

NA: The few black locals were so light-skinned and lank-haired Ifemelu could not
imagine them wearing braids.
(Copying words/ideas without phrasing them to answer the question)
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7. In paragraph 3, explain why people would continue to say more when Ifemelu said
nothing. Answer in your own words.
Vocabulary/UYOW
They were trained/used/accustomed/compelled to not allow gaps/pauses/lulls in a
conversation.

From passage: “They were conditioned to fill silences.”

NA: quiet moments

[1]

8. Pick out two consecutive words in paragraph 4 that refer to somebody who fights for
the rights of people.
Vocabulary/Quote
The words are “social warrior”.

NA: Wrong puntcuation

[1]

9. From paragraph 5, what was Ifemelu’s initial impression of the man from Ohio and how
had it changed?
Inference
Initial Impression Final Impression
Defensive/Racist Unbiased/ Open/ Open-minded / Non-

discriminatory [2]

Note that the initial and final impressions have to be contrasting, as the question 
requires you to show the change.

NA: Reserved vs Outspoken, Non-racist 

10. From paragraph 6, quote an expression that proves the popularity of Ifemelu’s blog.
Quote/Inference
The expression is “trailed by two hundred and seventy-four comments (so far)”.

NA: Wrong punctuation

NA: “…growing month by month” – shows increase but the actual number could be very
small

[1]

11. In paragraph 6, Ifemelu mentioned that she had discontinued her blog. What was the
excuse she gave her blog readers and what was her real reason for discontinuing it?
Inference
(i) Her excuse to her

blog readers
She wanted/wanted to pursue a (unnamed) life change.
NA: A life change / To pursue a life change (Need to 
specify the context/subject); change in lifestyle/career; 
had a life change [2]
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(ii) Her real reason She was concerned that she was losing herself and her 
real reason for writing. 
OR
She was no longer certain/doubted that she was writing 
for the right reasons.

12. What is the intended effect of Ifemelu comparing herself to a “vulture hacking into the
carcasses of people’s stories for something she could use” in lines 66-67?
Language Use
It emphasises how she was disgusted with/ ashamed/not proud of herself/felt guilty [1]
for being a revolting scavenger who took advantage/made use of others for her own
benefit/gain. [1]

[2]

13. Use a word of your own to describe the tone of Ifemelu’s writing in her blog.
Inference/UYOW
The tone is cheeky/playful/sassy. [1]

14. The structure of the text reflects the different experiences of Ifemelu had in Princeton.
Complete the flowchart by choosing one phrase from the box to summarise what she
experienced in each part of the text. There are some extra phrases in the box you do
not need to use.
Global (Structure)
Ifemelu’s experience

Flow chart 

Paragraph 1:   (i) American dream city

Paragraphs 2-3:     (ii)   Understanding human behaviour

Paragraphs 4-5:   (iii)   Breaking stereotypes

Breaking stereotypes Ending racial discrimination           Self-reflection 
Beyond help    Understanding human behaviour
Making friends   American dream city
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[4]
NA: Wrong punctuation; wrong spelling; mistakes in copying
Students are reminded to make an effort to show the capitalization of your letters.

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 and answer Questions 15-22. 

15. In paragraph 1, which sentence states that music is a quick and simple expression of
emotions?
Quote/Vocabulary
"Music is the shorthand of emotion."

Also accepted: ‘According to Leo Tolstoy, “Music is the shorthand of emotion.”’ – do
note that the original answer above is the correct answer though.

NA: Wrong punctuation; mistakes in copying

[1]

16. From paragraph 2, why do some people prefer to use music to express themselves?
Literal
These people may have difficulty expressing their feelings in words and therefore feel
more comfortable expressing these emotions through music. [1]

17. Why do you think some people would not want to listen to certain music, in paragraph
4?
Inference
They may not want to reminisce/bring back/be reminded of/recall/remember
sorrowful/bad memories/feelings of loss and grief through the music.

NA: Music can educe/trigger/evoke unbearable feelings of loss and grief – the idea
has to be phrased in a way to answer the question, which is from the perspective of
the person

[1]

18. “For that reason, a full music experience involves watching as well as listening…”
(lines 27-28) What does “that reason” refer to?
Literal/Reference
It refers to the phenomenon that perceiving an emotion can sometimes induce the
same emotion/ emotional contagion (generated by music).

NA: It refers to perceiving an emotion can sometimes induce the same emotion –
phrased awkwardly

[1]

Paragraphs 6-7: (iv)   Self-reflection    

simple

Music is theeeeee sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssshohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohohhhhohhohhohhhhh rrrtrrtrtrtrrrrtrrrrtrrrrrrrttrrrrtrrrrttrrrrttttrrrrtrtttrttthahahahahahahahahahahahahahahhaaand ooooooooooooooooooff f ffff f f f ff f ff fffff ememeememememememememememememe ototototototototototottotottotototiiiiioiiiiiiiiii n.”
the corrrorororrrorororrrrrrrrrrrrroorororrrrroororororrrrororrrorrrorrrrerrrrr ct aaaaaaaaaaaaansnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsssssswewewwwewewewwewwwwwewewewwewewwewwewewewwwweweweweweweweweeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr rrrr rr r r r ththththththtttthtthththththththththtththttthththhhhhhhhhthhththhhhthhhhhthththhhhhhthhthhhthththhhhthtththhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhououououououououououuuououuuououuouuooouoo gh.

akes in cccccccccccccccccccccccopopopopopoppopppopopppppppoppopooooooooooo yiyyyyyyy ng

h 2, whhy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy dodododoodododododododododdododdoddodododdoddoddododododdododdddoddododoooooooooooooooooooo sommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmme eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee pepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeepeepeeepepepepepeepeeepepepepepepppeppppppp opopopopopopopopopopppopopoopopopopppopopoppopppppppppppplelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelelllllll prerrerererererererererererererererrererrrrrrrreererrrerreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeefefefeefeefefeefefeefeeefeeeeeeefeeeefeefeefeffeeeefeffefffeeeefefeefffffffffefeffer rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr to uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuusesesesessesesssssessessssessesesesessesssesesssseseseeseeesseesessssssssssssss  musicicicicicic ttttttoooo o exxxxxxxprprprprprprp esesesesesesssssss them

peopleleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee mmmmmmmayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayayay hhhhhhhhhhhhhhaveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee dididddddidddiddddiddiddidddidddididdididdidididddiddddddddddddd fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffficicicicicicicicciccccciciccciciccccciccccccccccccululululuulululululululuuluulullullulululuuuuu tytytytytytytytytyttytytytytytytyttytyttttyttytytytytttytttytytyttyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeexpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxppxpxpxpxpxpxpxpppxpppxpxpxpxpxpppxxxppxpxppxxxxxxxpppxpxx rresssininnininninininininininininininnnnnnnnnnnnninnnninininninniii ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg thththtththththththththththththththhthhththttthththhtthhthththhththhhthhhhththhththhhtthtthhhtthhhthheieieieieieieieieieeieeeeieieieieieieieeeeieeeeieieeieeeieieiieieieeeeieeeeeieeeeeeeirr r rr rr rr rrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr rrrrrrr fffefeffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff elingsgsgsgsgsgs iiiiiinnnnnn wwoww rds
re comomoommooomoomomomomooommmmmmmfoooooooooooooooooortrtrrrtrrrtrrrrrrrrtrrrrrtabaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa le exeeexexexexexexexeexexexxeeeexxprppppppppppppp eseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sisisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ng thehehhhehehehheheeehhhheheehhhheheehhhhehehhhehehhhehhhhhhhehhhhhhheeseseeeeeeeeseeeseeeeeeeeeseseeseeeseseseseseseseseseesesseeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeemomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomomommomomomomoomomommoomomommomoomomommommomomomommoommmoomomoommomoommmmmommmmomotitititititittitittitiitiiititttttttttttttttttttt onononnonnononnonononnnonnnnoooooo s s sssssss ssssss ssssssssss ssssssssssssssssssssss ththtthtttthtttthttttttttttttttttttttttttttt rougugugugugughhhhhh mumumumumumussssssis c.

o youououououououououououououou tttttttttttttttttthinkk ssssssssssssssssssssssomeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee peppeppeppppepeppppppepepepeppepppppppepepepeppepepppepepepeepepeepeepepeepepepeeepeepppppppppppp opoopopopopopopopopopoppoopopppopopopppleleeeeeeeeeeeeee wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwooooouoooo ld nnnnnnotototototot wwwwwwanaaaaa t to

ot wawwawawwawawawawawawawwawawawawawwawawawwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaantntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnt tttttttttttttttttttttttttto remimimimimimininininininiscscscscscsce/brin
d memooooooririririririeseseseseses//////fefefefefefeeling

educe/t
d
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19. From paragraph 6, what are two reasons why people cry when they listen to music?
Answer in your own words.
Vocabulary/UYOW
People could be crying because a heartrending/sad/sorrowful response was triggered
[1] or they were overcome with a feeling of amazement/wonder and
reverence/respect/was impressed by the music. [1]

From passage: “due to a melancholic reaction but a result of us experiencing a
sense of awe and admiration”

[2]

20. Name a possible positive outcome of listening to music in paragraph 6.
Inference
People may be motivated/inspired/ get/gain/have motivation to improve self and
society.

Also accepted: motivated to improve self – should have mentioned both self and
society though

NA: if the answer includes “experience goosebumps”

[1]

21. Here is a part of a conversation between two students about music.

(a) How can Famela explain her view of music from paragraph 7?
Justification

Music is like 
auditory 
cheesecake!

No, music is not 
always enjoyable. 

Famela Patrick

ragraaaaaaphphphphphph 66.

otivation totototototo iiiiiimpmpmpmpmpmprorororororovvvvvev  self 

elf – shhhshshshhhshshshhhhhhhhhhhhhsshshshhhhhsshshshhhhhshshhhshhhshhhould hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaavavavavavavavavavavavavaaaavavavaaaavavavavavavavavavavvvvvvvvvvveee eeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeee e e e ee eeee eee mememememememememememememememememmmemmemmemememmemmmememmmeeeeeeeeemeememeeeeeeeemememeeeeemeeemememeeemememeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennntntttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioi nedddddddddddddddd bobobooobobobobobobobbobooothththhththththththhthtttt  self and

es “expxpxpxppxpxpxpppxpxppxppppxpxppppppppppppppxpppppppxppppxppppppppppppppxpxpppxppxxpppererererererererererererereerererereeerrerererrerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrererieieieieieieieieieieieieeeeeiieieieieieieeeeeeeeeeeieiieieeeeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeencncncncncnccncncnccccnccccccnccccccncncccnccccncncccccccccccccccccccccccncccnn eeeee gogogogogogoogoogogoooooogoogooogggggggggggg osebbbbbbbbbbbbbumumumumumumumummumummumumumumumumumummumumumummumumuumumumumumumuumummmumuumuumuummmmumummuummuummuummmmummmummmummps”

part of f a a aa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaa a convvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvererererereerererererererererereerrerereererrrrererrrereereereeeeeeeeee sasasasasasasasasasasasasasasssassssassasssasssssasasssassssssssas titititittititttitittittttitittititttitttittttttttiiiiiionoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbeteteteteeteteteeeeteteeteteeeteteteteteeteeeeteteteeeteeeeteteettttttttttweweweeweweweweeeweweeeweweweweweweweweeweeweeweweeweweeweweeweeeewewewwewwwww enenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenneenenenenennennneenneenennennnnnnnnnnnnnnennnnne  two ssstutututtutututututututututututuuutututututututututttutuuttuttututuuuutututuutuututututtutuuudedededededededeededededededededededededeedededededededeeeddeeddedddededddddedddddeddedeedeeededeeeeeeentntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnts ssssssssssss abouuuuuuut t ttttt mumumumumumussssiss c.

MMMuMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM sisisiiiiiiiisiiiisisiiiiisiiiiisiiiiisiiiissssissssssssssiisss c c cc cccccccccccccc ccccccccc ccccccccccccccccccccccc isisisisiisisisisisisiisisisiisiiisisisissisiiisisiiisiisiissiissss llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllikikikikikikikikikikikikikkikikikikkikikkikkikikkkikikikikikikikiiikkkikkikkkkkke e ee eeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeee
auauauauuauuuauuuuaauauuauauauauuuauauauaaauauauauauauuuaauauauauuaauauuaaaauauaaauauauaaauuuuaaaauuuauauuudididididididididididididididiidididiididiiiiidididididiidddddddiiddddd totototottotototttotttotottototototototototototottooooototootoootootooryryryryryryryryryyryryrryyyryyyryrryyryryyryyryryyyyyryyryyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy 
chchchchhhchchchchchchchchchchchcchchhchchchchchhchchchchchchhchchchhhchhhhcccchhccchhchchhhcccccheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesssseseeseseseseseeesesesessesesesesessseesssssessesssesssssssssssss cakekekeekee!!

No
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She can explain that music “is an exquisite gourmet feast that we ingest through the 
ear to stimulate a mass of pleasure circuits at once”.

She can explain that music is an exquisite gourmet feast that we ingest through the 
ear to stimulate a mass of pleasure circuits at once. 

NA: Wrong punctuation

[1]

(b) What are two points in paragraphs 7 and 8 that Patrick can use to support his view?
Justification
Firstly, “music is not a pill that, when swallowed, inevitably produces a given state of
mind”, and so it may not give pleasure. [1]
Secondly, when “the difference between expected and actual events decreases such
that listeners begin to anticipate these events” through exposure, music becomes less
pleasing too. [1]

Firstly, music is not a pill that, when swallowed, inevitably produces a given state of 
mind, and so it may not give pleasure. [1] 
Secondly, when the difference between expected and actual events decreases such 
that listeners begin to anticipate these events through exposure, music becomes less 
pleasing too. [1]

Also accepted: “With enough exposure, the difference between expected and actual 
events decreases such that listeners begin to anticipate these events, which 
consequently causes music to become less pleasing.”

NA: if the idea that music does not inevitably create a particular state of mind is not 
related to the idea of pleasure or enjoyment (not explained)

[2]

22. Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the reasons why we are
moved by music.

Use only information from paragraphs 2 to 5.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be longer
than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

From passage Your own words
1. Music is a kind of language of 

emotion,
Music is an expression of feelings

2. with its components and patterns 
representing different feelings.

where its various elements and 
arrangements signify diverse moods

3. Music has also the capacity to mimic 
emotions,

Music is able to imitate emotions

4. where the temporal patterns of music 
mirror our emotional lives

with the musical cadence reflecting 
our passionate existences

al eveveveveeentntntntntnts sssss de
exposureeeeee,, mussssiss c be

wed, inevitabbbbbbbblylylylylylylylylyylyylllyylyyyyylylylylyylylyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy ppppppppppppppppppprororororororrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrorrrrrrrrorrrrrroodududududducessssss aaaaaa gigigigigigiveveveveveven sta
[1]

etween expxpppppppppppppececececececececececececececececececteteteteeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd ananananaananananaanananananananannanananananananaananananananananananaanaaanannanananaananananananaanaaananaaaaaaaaaaanaaaanaaaannaanananananaanannnnanannannannannnannnnnnnnnddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd acacacacaacaacaaacacacacacacacacacaaaacacacaaacacacacacacacacaccccccccccctututututtttuttuuutttututtuttutuutttuututututututuuuuutuuutuuuuututututuuuutuuuututuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuualalalalalala eeeeeeventntntntntntssssss deddddd creases s
pate theseseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeventssssssssssssss ththththththththththththththththththrouguguguguguggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggh hhhhhhhhhhhhhh hhh hhhhh hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh eeeeexexeexexexexexexexexeeeexexexeeexeexee pooooooosusususususurerrrrr , mumumumumumusisisisisisiccccc c becomemmmmmm s le

“With eneeeeeeeeneneneneneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ououououououououououoououououooouououououououououoouoououoouououooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuugh eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeexpxpxpxpxppxpxpxpxppxpxppxpxpxxppxppppppxpxpxxxpxxpxxpxppxppxpxpxxxpxxxxxpppppxpxpxxxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxppxx ososososososososososososososossososossosssososososossossosossosososososooooososososossosooooosooooooo ururuururururururrururururuururururururururururururururrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrre,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,eeeee ttttttttttttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehehhehhehehehhehehehehehhehhhhehehhhehehehhhhehehehhhhhhhehhehehehheheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddififiiiiiiiffiiffififfiffiffiiiiiiiiiii fererererererererereereeeerererereerereerererereerererereereeereereeeeeerereeeerererereeeeeeeeeereeereererrrrrrr nnnnnnnnnncnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn e beetwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwwtwtwtwttweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee n exexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexexeee pepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepepeecctcccccc ed a
creassssssesseseesssesessesesssseesseesesssseessssesessess sucuuccccucuuuccucuucccuucuucuccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh ththththththththhhhthhhhthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhthhhhhhhthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa llllllllllllllllllllissisissisisissssssississsssisississsssisisissssisissssssssssssssstetetetetetetetetettetetetettetettetetettetetettetetetttetteeettetteeteeeeeeeeeeneeeneneeneneneneneneeeneneneneeneneneneeneneeneneeeneeneneeeeneneneneeeeeeeeneneeeeenennnnnnnnnnnnnn rsrsrsrsrsssrsrsrsrsrsrsrssrsrsrsssssrsrsssrssssssrssrsssssssrssssrsrssssrssrsrssrsssssrrsssrsr  begggggggininininnnnnnnninnnnninnnnninnninninnnininnnnninnnnninnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttto oo o o o oo o oo oooo oo ooo o o ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo anaaaaaaa ticipapapapapapapapapapapapapapapppp teteteteteteeteteteteteteteet ttttttttttttttttthehhhh se

quentlyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccauuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuseseseseseeeeeeseseeeeeeeeees mummmmumumumummmmumumummmmmmmmmmmmmmummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm sisisissisissssssisisissssssssissisisisisisissisisisisissisisssssssssssssssssssss c ccc cc c c ccc c c c c c c c c ccc c totototototoototottototttotoototttooootttototoootottoooooottototoooooootoooooooooooooooo bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbececececececececececececececececececcccceccececcececececececececeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee omomomomomomomomomomomomommomommmomomomommommmmmommomomoomooomommommmomomomomoooommmmomomoomoommmmmomomooomooooome lessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppleleleleleleleleeleleleleleleleelelelelleleeleeeeleleleeeleeleeeeleleeeeleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeasasasasasasasasasasasaasasasasaasasasasaasasasasasaasasasasaassasasassasasassssssassssssasasssassasasssassasasaaasasaaaasaaaaaaaaasssssssssininininininininininininininininininininnninininininiininininiiniininnininninininininnnnnnninnnnnnniiiiii g.”

if tttttttttttttttttheheheheheheeeheeheeeeeeeheeeeehehhhhhhh iidedededededededededeededededededdedeededdededededededededededdeedededededededededdeddedededededdeeeddddeddeeddedeeedeeeedd a aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa that mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmusussusussusususussssusssusssusussssusssusussssssususussssusssusssussssssssssssssssssicccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc doees ssssssssssssss nononononononnonnonnnnnooononnnoonononoonnooonnooonoonnnnonononooot ttt tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt tt t ineveveveveevevevevevevevevvevveveveveeevevevvevevevevevveveveveveveevveveveevveveveveeveveveevvevevevvvvvevvvevevvvevvveeeeveveveveveevveeveevvevititititititititititiitttttttitttttititittittitittittttttititttititititittititttittttittttiiiiiii ababbababaaababababababababaaaaaababbbababbabbabaaabaaaaaaaaaaaaa lylylylylylylylylyylyyylyyyylyyyyyylyyyyyyyyylyylyylyylylyylylylyylylllllyyyyyyyy cccccccccccccrererereererererereeereeeeer atatatatatatatatatatatatatatata e eeeeeeeeeee a pa
d tooooooooooooooooo ttttttttttttttttttttttheheheeheheheehehehehheheheheheheheheeheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiidededededededddedededdeddeddededededededededededededededededededddddddddddddddddd aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ofofooofoooofoofooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooofoooooo pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppleleleleleeleleleleleleleleleelelelelelleeelel asssssssururururururrurrururururrrururrurrrrrururrurrururrururrrrurururururrurrurruuuuuurururuuuruuuuuuurrruuuurrruruuruuuruuuruuururuuru eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oororororooorororororoororoororoooroorooorrrorrrrooo eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenjnnnnnjnjnjnjnjnnnnnjnjnnjnjnjnnnjnnjnjnnjjnjjnjjjjjjjjjjjoymentntntntnnntntnnnttt ((((((((((((((nonononononononononononononononoon t tttttttttt expla

ourrrrrrrrrrrrr ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooownwnwnwnnnwnwnwnwnwnnwnwnwnwnwwnwnwnwwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwororororororororooororoorororororoororoorororroroorroorooroorororororrorororororooooroorooooooooordsdsdsdsdsssdsssdsddsdsdsdsdssdsdssddsdsddddddsdsdsdssssssssssssssssssssssssssss aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas s s s s sss sss sssss ssssssss sssssssss sssssssssss fafaffafffffffafafaffffffaffffafffaffffffffff r asasasasasas pppppposososososossible
musususususususususususssssususussssssssssssiciciccicicciccicicccicicicicciciciiciiiciiic................

ormatiiiiiionononononon ffffffrorororororom paf

must be
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5. (a) As human beings, we have the
capacity

It is natural for humans to exhibit the 
capability and instinct to groove to the 
beat of music we hear(b) and inclination to synchronize our

body movement to external rhythmic
stimuli,

6. Rhythm can have a powerful effect on 
movement,

Its tempo can affect how we move

7. because the auditory system has a 
rich connection to motor systems in 
the brain.

as our sense of hearing has strong 
links to our brain’s motor systems. 

8. Listening to music that was played a 
lot during a significant life event many 
years ago

Music frequently heard at important 
milestones in the past

9. can trigger a deeply nostalgic 
emotional experience.

may recall an intensely sentimental 
memory

10. music generates emotional contagion Music creates emotional contagion
11. the phenomenon that perceiving an 

emotion can sometimes induce the 
same emotion.

such that observing a feeling may 
prompt a similar reaction.  

One reason for why we are moved by music is that music is an expression of feelings 
where its various elements and arrangements signify diverse moods. Besides, music is 
able to imitate emotions with the musical cadence reflecting our passionate existences. 
Conversely, it is natural for humans to exhibit the capability and instinct to groove to the 
beat of music we hear – its tempo can affect how we move as our sense of hearing is 
strongly linked to our brain’s motor systems. Moreover, music frequently heard at 
important milestones of our past may recall an intensely sentimental memory. It can 
also create emotional contagion, prompting a similar reaction to the feeling observed.

No. of words: 102 (for 12 points)

n affeeeeeectctctctctct hhhhhhowooo w

our senseeeeee ofofofofofof hhhhhheaeaeaeaeaeaririririririnnnnngn  has
links to oooourururururur bbbbbbrarararararainininininin’s mmmmmmotooooo orrrrrr sssssssysyyyyyy te

ayed aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
event tt tttttttttttttttttttttt manyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Muuuuuuuuuusisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisiisiissiccccccc cccc ccccccccc c c ccc cccc frfrfrfffffffffrfrfrffrffrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrrfrrrrreqeqeqeqeqeqeeqeeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqeqqqqqqquueuuuueueueueueueueuueueuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuueuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuueeeuuentntnnnnnnnnn ly hehehehehehearaaaa dddddd at importa
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Section A: Functional Tasks [30 marks]
Read the information in the advertisement below about a Camp Instructor position at 
Camp Challenge and complete the tasks in Part 1 and Part 2.

Looking for Camp Instructors!
 
At Camp Challenge, our instructors are handpicked for their positive mindsets, 
love for the outdoors and passion for youth development. We inspire and 
motivate every youth in our programme to start a journey of self-discovery, 
learning and growth that will have a positive impact on their future.  
 
As we continue to grow our operations, we seek people who share the same 
passion for nurturing youths via the great outdoors to join our family. Positions 
as camp instructors are now open for application! 
 
Requirements 

Relevant experience and/or active sporting or outdoor background will be 
advantageous; 
Able to commit to overnight camps, for example a 3-day 2-night camp; 
To attend a 2-day training course to level up your facilitation skills. 
 

Course fee: $25 
 

We regret that only shortlisted candidates will be notified for interview. 
So what are you waiting for?  Fill in our application form now!  

Part 1: Form Filling

Ever since you attended school camps in Secondary Two, you always felt that the 
position of a camp instructor would be something that would suit you. You are keen to 
take on that role for self-development and wish to positively influence youths.

You will find the application form on page 3. Using details in the advertisement on 
page 2 and the information below, complete the application form.

You are a peer leader in school. 
If your application is accepted, this will be your first job. 
You are an active member of a Cycling Club and you train regularly with the 
members at Bukit Timah Hill. 
You are allergic to chocolate. 

You may invent a name, address and contact details for yourself to fill in the form.
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APPLICATION FORM (CAMP INSTRUCTOR)
N.B. This form must be completed in full. All sections must be filled in accurately and legibly.

Name of applicant (Underline Last Name): NRIC No.:

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy): Gender: Male/Female*

Address:

Telephone number: Email address: 

1. Do you have any previous work experience? Yes / No*

If your answer to question 1 is ‘Yes’, please provide details below.

2. Do you have any other relevant experience or/and active sporting or outdoor background?
Put a tick in the appropriate box(es) and state the details in the space(s) provided. 

No, I do not have relevant experience and active sporting/outdoor background. 

Yes, I have relevant experience. 

Details: _______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I have an active sporting/outdoor background. 

Details: _______________________________________________________________________

During the 2-day training course, meals will be provided. Give details of any dietary requirements 
below or write N/A if not applicable:

I hereby declare that all information given on this form is accurate.

_____________________________                              ____________________
         Signature of Applicant                                                Date (dd/mm/yyyy)

N.B. Where an asterisk* is used or alternative answers are provided, cross out the word(s) 
that do not apply. DO NOT use any other method of indicating your answer.                    

       [10]
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Part 2: Functional Writing

You are also required to write a brief personal statement to accompany your form 
stating why you are suitable for the position of a Camp Instructor.

You should include:

your reasons for wanting to be a Camp Instructor
personal qualities which would make you a good Camp Instructor
personal goals you have for yourself as a Camp Instructor.

You should use the information on page 2, and include ideas of your own. You are 
advised to write in complete sentences and in paragraphs.

Write your statement in the space below. You should write about 80 words.

Personal Statement

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………… [20]
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Section B: Guided Writing [30 marks]
Read the text below about Self-help for a Sprained Ankle and complete the task on 
page 7.

Self-help for a Sprained Ankle

Protect your injury from further damage. For example, use a 
support or splint.

Rest your injury for the first two to three days. You may need 
to use crutches if you have also injured your leg and you want 
to remain mobile. Then reintroduce movement gradually so 
you do not delay your recovery by losing muscle strength.

Ice the painful area with a cold compress such as ice or a bag 
of frozen peas wrapped in a towel. This will help reduce 
swelling and bruising. Do this for 15 to 20 minutes every two 
to three hours. Do not apply ice directly to your skin as it can 
burn your skin. 

Compress the injured area with an elastic bandage or 
elasticated tubular bandage to help limit swelling and 
movement. But do not leave the bandage on while you sleep. 

.
Elevate your injury by resting it above the level of your heart 
and keep it supported. This could mean lying on the sofa with 
your foot on some cushions if you have injured your leg. 

Adapted from https://www.bupa.co.uk/health-information/muscles-bones-joints/sprained-ankle
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Over the weekend, you sprained your ankle while playing basketball. Thankfully, as a 
Red Cross member in school, you are first-aid trained and knew what to do. Your 
teacher thought it would be useful for your schoolmates to have that knowledge too
as it is a good life skill. As such, she would like you to give a speech to the school, 
teaching the students the self-care for a sprained ankle through your personal account. 

Write your speech. In particular, give details of: 
how you sprained your ankle 
how you follow the PRICE procedure to treat your sprained ankle
what are the advantages of knowing this procedure.

You should use ideas of your own based on the details given in the text on page 7.
You are advised to write at least 180 words in complete sentences and in paragraphs. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………… [30]
- END OF PAPER    -
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Section A

Text 1

Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1- 4 in the Question Paper Booklet.

Requirements: 

- You are welcome to apply as long as you have the required skills for the project.
- All students from the Institute of Technical Education, Local Polytechnics and Autonomous

Universities are welcome to apply.

Adapted from https://www.singaporepsa.com/careers/internship

STAGE 1
Check with your school 
and/or internship portal for 
internship opportunities with 
PSA. 

STAGE 2
For those unable to find 
suitable opportunities, please 
visit our Career page and apply 
online.

STAGE 3 
For those shortlisted for an 
internship with PSA, you may be 
required to attend an interview. 

International Internship for Final Year Students at PSA Singapore 
 

Are you a final year student looking for World Class International Internship? 
Are you trying for an internship in a Multi-National Corporation (MNC) at Singapore? 

Then this is the ideal choice for you! 

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT:  
- Rewarding and challenging experience 
whilst working along the best professionals 
in the industry 
- Meaningful responsibilities where you can 
apply classroom learning to real world 
situations 
- Better understanding of the business 
operations at PSA 
Interns who perform well will be considered 
for full-time positions upon graduation. 

My intern experience in 2011 taught me that it 
takes more than academic qualifications to be 
an engineer. Life skills are very important to 
succeed in this line. Upon graduation, I joined 
PSA because there is a structured programme 
to bring newly joined engineers up to speed. 
                           – Wong Chi Chin
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Section B

Text 2 

The text below is about the experiences of the young Nelson Mandela. Read it 
carefully and answer Questions 5-16 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1 Like all Xhosa children, I acquired knowledge mainly through observation. 
We were meant to learn through imitation and emulation, not through 
questions. When I first visited the homes of whites, I was often 
dumbfounded by the number and nature of questions that children asked 
of their parents — and their parents’ unfailing willingness to answer them. 
In my household, questions were considered a nuisance; adults imparted 
information as they considered necessary. 

5

2

3

4

My life, and that of most Xhosas at the time, was shaped by custom, ritual, 
and taboo. This was the alpha and omega of our existence, and went 
unquestioned. Men followed the path laid out for them by their fathers; 
women led the same lives as their mothers had before them. Without being 
told, I soon assimilated the elaborate rules that governed the relations 
between men and women. I discovered that a man may not enter a house 
where a woman has recently given birth, and that a newly married woman 
would not enter the kraal of her new home without elaborate ceremony. I 
also learned that to neglect one’s ancestors would bring ill-fortune and 
failure in life. If you dishonoured your ancestors in some fashion, the only 
way to atone for that lapse was to consult with a traditional healer or tribal 
elder, who communicated with the ancestors and conveyed profound 
apologies. All of these beliefs seemed perfectly natural to me.

I came across few whites as a boy at Qunu. The local magistrate, of course, 
was white, as was the nearest shopkeeper. Occasionally white travellers 
or policemen passed through our area. These whites appeared as grand 
as gods to me, and I was aware that they were to be treated with a mixture 
of fear and respect. However, their role in my life was a distant one, and I 
thought little if at all about the white man in general or relations between 
my own people and these curious and remote figures.  

The only rivalry between different clans or tribes in our small world at Qunu 
was that between the Xhosas and the amaMfengu, a small number of 
whom lived in our village. AmaMfengu arrived on the eastern Cape after 
fleeing from Shaka Zulu’s armies in a period known as the iMfecane, the 
great wave of battles and migrations between 1820 and 1840 set in motion 
by the rise of Shaka and the Zulu state, during which the Zulu warrior 
sought to conquer and then unite all the tribes under military rule. 
AmaMfengu, who were not originally Xhosa-speakers, were refugees from 
the iMfecane and were forced to do jobs that no other African would do. 
They worked on white farms and in white businesses, something that was 
looked down upon by the more established Xhosa tribes. But amaMfengu 
were an industrious people, and because of their contact with Europeans, 
they were often more educated and “Western” than other Africans.
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5 When I was a boy, amaMfengu were the most advanced section of the 
community and furnished our clergymen, policemen, teachers, clerks, and 
interpreters. They were also amongst the first to become Christians, to build 
better houses, and to use scientific methods of agriculture, and they were 
wealthier than their Xhosa compatriots. They confirmed the missionaries’ 
axiom, that to be Christian was to be civilised, and to be civilised was to be
Christian. There still existed some hostility toward amaMfengu, but in 
retrospect, I would attribute this more to jealousy than tribal animosity. This 
local form of tribalism that I observed as a boy was relatively harmless. At 
that stage, I did not witness nor even suspect the violent tribal rivalries that 
would subsequently be promoted by the white rulers of South Africa.

45

50

Adapted from ‘Long Walk to Freedom’ by Nelson Mandela
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Section C

Text 3

The text below is about the Mexican free-tailed bat. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 17- 24 in the Booklet.

1

2

3

4

Down by the cave mouth, something slithers in the dusk. Snakes prowl there 
sometimes, hoping to eat fallen bats. The floor of the cave itself is alive with 
insects, small invertebrates, and other predators eager to devour any bat 
that loses its toehold. Because this is a nursery cave—full of mother and 
baby bats—the boiling cushion of hungry jaws on the cave floor is rarely 
disappointed. A local university once brought out a small whale carcass on 
a flatbed truck and left it in the cave briefly for the bugs to strip clean. It took 
about two days. Normally, outside the cave, the bugs would be feeding on 
carrion. Though they were beetles as adults, their half-inch larvae were 
fuzzy eating machines. The cave itself sprawls 1,000 feet long, 130 feet 
deep, and is an average of 60 feet in diameter, so there are countless 
crevices for bats with plenty of floor room for bugs.
     
Researchers who venture into the cave wear respirators and tightly fitting 
clothes. Not only could they be showered with droppings from the bats 
overhead, there would be the thick layers of powdery guano, the crawling 
beetle larvae, the infernal heat, and the intense vapour of ammonia. To the 
bats, it is bliss: a toasty incubator. For them, hell would be trying to live where 
we do, it is refrigerated boxes without fresh air or sunlight, which we litter with 
obstacles and perfume with such nauseating essences as peppermint, 
lemon, and chlorine bleach.
     
Perhaps they would find it strange that we feed on dismembered animals, 
killed longer before they are eaten; and yet, paradoxically, we insist on 
cooking them to the warmth of fresh prey. Small clouds swell outwards from 
the cave, spinning like an open funnel, as the bats orbit until they are high 
enough to depart. Like airplanes in a mountain valley, they must circle to 
climb, so they whisk around one another, wing to wing, in tight ranks. As they 
revolve, they pick up speed. Over open country, free-tailed bats can cruise 
at sixty kilometres an hour.
     
Their mouths are open when they fly because they need them that way to 
echolocate. They are not snarling or mean; they are just trying not to bump 
into anything. We associate that look – open mouth and bared teeth – with 
menace, but they are not being aggressive. That is how their sonar works. 
You can easily walk down into the centre of the bowl, toward the cave, right 
into the thick of the fluttering bats without fear. You could stand in the middle 
of twenty million wild bats and not get hit by any of them. In fact, the only way 
you can get close to one is to try to catch one in mid-flight. It is not difficult to 
do, however. All you have to do is flail your hands around for a bit. Once a 
bat is caught, the ideal fashion in which to hold it is to treat it as if it were a 
roll of wrapping paper. Do not grip onto it too hard or you may injure it. Its 
wings held closed by your grip, its small furry brown head sticking out, the 
little bat will look frightened and fragile. It will use its chin as a pry bar to try 

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40



6

5

and escape, but it will make no attempt to bite.

Some bats live to be more than thirty years old. If someone goes on a 
rampage and kills a bat, they may be killing an animal that has lived on this 
planet for thirty years. It is not like killing a roach. For their size, they are the 
longest-lived mammal on earth. But unfortunately, they are also the slowest-
reproducing mammal for their size. Mother bats usually only rear one pup a 
year. If you took a pair of meadow mice and gave them everything they 
needed for survival, theoretically they and their progeny could leave a million 
meadow mice by the year’s end. If you provided an average pair of bats with 
the same opportunity, in one year there would be a total of three bats—
mother, father, and baby. And bats cluster in large colonies in the most 
vulnerable places. Bats form some of the world’s largest concentrations of 
warm-blooded animals, and they could be destroyed in five minutes. There 
are records of people who have wiped out millions of bats in one day.

45

50

55

Adapted from Moon by Whale Light, and Other Adventures Among Bats, Penguins 
Crocodilians and Whales
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1 - 4.

1 Look at the photograph featuring the five people.  

What characteristics of the PSA staff are being highlighted in the 
photograph?  

…………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………. [2]

2 Give one phrase in the webpage which highlights the fact that being an 
intern at PSA will not be just a local experience. 

………………………………………………………………………………........



……………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

3 Explain how the webpage attempts to make the internship application 
process appear easy and convenient. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

4 Study the sharing by PSA staff member, Wong Chi Chin, at the bottom of 
the webpage.

How does his sharing add value to the purpose of the webpage? 

…………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………. [1]



Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5 - 16.

5 What surprised the writer during his first visit to the homes of the whites? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]

6 Give a word in paragraph 1 that shows asking questions was unwelcomed 
by the adults in the writer’s family. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

7 ‘All of these beliefs seemed perfectly natural to me.’ (lines 20-21)

In your own words, what do you think made the writer accept these beliefs 
willingly? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]

8 ‘The local magistrate, of course, was white…’ (lines 22-23)

What does this phrase suggest about the writer’s perception about the 
whites? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

9 Give a reason as to why the whites must ‘be treated with a mixture of fear 
and respect’ by the Xhosas (lines 25-26).

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]



10 ‘…their role in my life was a distant one, and I thought little if at all about the 
white man in general...’ (lines 26-27) 

Identify the word(s) or phrases in the lines above which suggest:  

(i) detachment.……………………………………………………………….

(ii) indifference…………………………………………………………………

[1]

[1]

11 When did the amaMfengu people arrive on the eastern Cape?

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

12 What ‘jobs’ were the amaMfengu people doing that ‘no other African would 
do’ (line 37)? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

13 In your own words, give reasons why the amaMfengu people turned out to 
be ‘the most advanced section of the community’ (lines 43-44)?

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]

14 Based on the way the writer described the amaMfengu people in paragraph 
5, what was his impression of them? 

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

15 ‘This local form of tribalism that I observed as a boy was relatively harmless. 
At that stage, I did not witness nor even suspect the violent tribal rivalries 
that would subsequently be promoted by the white rulers of South Africa.’ 
(lines 51-54)

How would you describe the writer’s character, based on his sentiments 
about the amaMfengu people from the lines above?

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]



16
The structure of the text reflects the state of mind or attitude of the writer 
about his own people, the whites and the amaMfengu. Complete the flow 
chart by choosing one word from the box to reflect his general feeling or 
attitude in each of the paragraphs listed. There are some extra words in the 
box that you do not need to use.

State of mind or attitude

acceptance bewilderment inspired       astonishment   

estrangement nonchalance admiration

Flow chart

Paragraph 1: (i) ……………………………………………...

Paragraph 2: (ii) ………………………………………….….

Paragraph 3: (iii) ……………………………………….……

Paragraph 5: (iv) ……………………………………….……

[4]



Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 17 - 24.

17 What feature of the cave makes it an attractive place for predators ‘to devour 
any bat’ (line 4)? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

18 Which phrase in paragraph 1 tells us that the beetles have a huge appetite? 

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

19 Why was there a need for cave researchers to ‘wear respirators and tightly 
fitting clothes’ (lines 13-14) upon entering the cave? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]

20 Who do ‘they’ (line 21) refer to?  

………………………………………………………………………………………. [1]

21

22

What two physical characteristics of the bats give them an aggressive 
appearance? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….

How does one know that the bats do not intentionally cause harm to 
humans?

……………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….

[1]

[1]
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Here is a part of the conversation between two students, Joshua and Isabel, 
who have read the article.

(i) With reference to paragraph 3, what evidence could be used to support 
Joshua’s view?  

……………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………. [2]

(ii) How would Isabel explain her view? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….

Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the facts that tell us
that bats are actually harmless creatures that can be easily hurt and rapidly 
reduced in numbers. 

Use only information from paragraphs 4 and 5. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin). 

[1]

Bats are amazing team 
players that 

demonstrate what it 
means to work towards 

a common goal!

Unfortunately, they are also 
at a high risk of being extinct. 

IsabelJoshua

24



In reality, bats are actually harmless creatures because they are…..….……

………………………………………………………………………………….……

…………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………….

….……………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………

……….………………………………………………………………………………

….……………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………

……….………………………………………………………………………………

………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………….…………………………………………………………………………

……………….………………………………………………………………………

………………….……………………………………………………………………

…………………….…………………………………………………………………

……………………….………………………………………………………………

………………………….……………………………………………………………

…………………………….…………………………………………………………

……………………………….………………………………………………………

………………………………….……………………………………………………

…………………………………….…………………………………………………

……………………………………….………………………………………………

………………………………………….……………………………………………



…………………………………………….…………………………………………

………………………………………………….……………………………………

…………………………………………………….…………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………… No. of words:               [15]

- END OF PAPER -
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Marking Scheme

APPLICATION FORM (CAMP INSTRUCTOR)
N.B. This form must be completed in full. All sections must be filled in accurately and legibly. 

Name of applicant (Underline Last Name):
Any invented name but must be in FULL with 
last name underlined [1]

NRIC Number: 
T023xxxxxK [1] (Must begin with T03 to 
correspond to the age

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy):
Any invented DOB with 2002 as year of birth 
and in the correct format     

Gender: Male/Female*
Cross out gender that does not apply

1
Address:
Any invented address [1]

1

Telephone number:
Any invented telephone number

Email address: 
Any invented email 

1. Do you have any previous work experience? Yes / No* [1]

If your answer to question 1 is ‘Yes’, please provide details below.

2. Do you have any other relevant experience or/and active sporting or outdoor background?
Put a tick in the appropriate box(es) and state the details in the space(s) provided.

No, I do not have relevant experience and active sporting/outdoor background.

Yes, I have relevant experience.

Details: I am a peer leader in secondary school. [1]
Yes, I have an active sporting/outdoor background.

Details: I am an active member of a Cycling Club and I train regularly with the members [1]
at Bukit Timah Hill.

During the 2-day training course, meals will be provided. Give details of any dietary requirements 
below or write N/A if not applicable:  

I am allergic to chocolate. [1]

I hereby declare that all information given on this form is accurate.
[1]

_____________________________      ____________________
Signature of Applicant   Date (dd/mm/yyyy)
Any 1 item is omitted, award zero.
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Yuan Ching Secondary School

English Department

Table of Specifications

Section A : Functional Tasks (30marks) 

Part 1 : Form Filling [10 m]

Part 2 : Functional Writing [20m]         Task Type : Job Application/ Personal statement

Setter’s notes on Task Fulfilment

Situation

Students to show understanding that they are writing a personal statement for a job application  

Purpose

To persuade the reader to hire him/her as a camp instructor at Camp Challenge
Audience

Students to show awareness of audience – writing to the HR of Camp Challenge

Tone

Formal, polite and persuasive

Elaboration

Students to give details of the following and elaborate using information provided in the question 
paper and their own ideas (which must be relevant & logical):

Reasons for wanting to be a camp instructor
- Since you attended school camps in secondary two, you always felt that you have the

flare for the job.
- You have the desire to inspire youths, be a positive influence to them. You want to be a

good role model while guiding them along the way and sharing your personal
experiences.
Personal qualities which would make you a good camp instructor

- Having been a peer leader in school, you are good at relating to people, and many have
described you as being approachable and understanding. Give examples of situations
that demonstrate these qualities.

Level/Stream : _____4NT___   Paper : One (1195)     Total Marks : __60_____

Setter (s) :   Kelly 

CT/MYE/Final 
Term/Prelim 
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- Outgoing and social individual who enjoys outdoor activities and nature. You believe you
will be able to energise the youths through your vibrancy and passion for the outdoors.
Personal goals you have for yourself as a camp instructor 

- Other than wanting to inspire youths, you also feel that this is a great platform for you to
develop yourself, professionally as well as in your character.

Given it is a personal statement, it should just be written in paragraphs.

SPATE for Section B: Guided Writing

Section B: Guided Writing

SITUATION
Over the weekend, you sprained your ankle while playing basketball. When you got back to 
school, your teacher thought it would be a good opportunity/teachable moment for you to 
impart your first-aid knowledge to the rest of your schoolmates.

PURPOSE

Write a speech to the school, teaching the students the self-care for a sprained ankle through 
your personal account.

AUDIENCE

Your schoolmates

TONE

Formal, enthusiastic

ELABORATION

Task Fulfilment From the text Own ideas/paraphrase

How you sprained your ankle while playing basketball - You met up with
some friends to have
a game as it is a part
of your weekend
routine.

- You were distracted
and you fell over
yourself, clumsily.

How you follow the PRICE 
procedure to treat your 
sprained ankle

NCDCC member at school, 
so you applied first-aid to 
yourself. 
Protect your injury from 
further damage. For example, 
use a support or splint.
Rest your injury for the first 
two to three days. You may 
need to use crutches if you 
have also injured your leg and

- You responded like it
was your second
nature in part due to
the easy to remember
acronym, “PRICE”.

- ‘P and R’ which stand
for protect and rest
respectively. The first
thing to do is to
ensure that your

ORRRRATAAATATATATTTTATATATTTTATTAATTA IOIIIIIIIIII N
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you want to remain mobile. 
Then reintroduce movement 
gradually so you do not delay 
your recovery by losing 
muscle strength.
Ice the painful area with a 
cold compress such as ice or 
a bag of frozen peas wrapped 
in a towel. This will help 
reduce swelling and bruising. 
Do this for 15 to 20 minutes 
every two to three hours. Do 
not apply ice directly to your 
skin as it can burn your skin. 
Compress the injured area 
with an elastic bandage or 
elasticated tubular bandage 
to help limit swelling and 
movement. But do not leave 
the bandage on while you 
sleep. 
Elevate your injury by resting 
it above the level of your heart 
and keep it supported. This 
could mean lying on the sofa 
with your foot on some 
cushions if you have injured 
your leg.

injury will not worsen 
and hence, do not put 
additional weight on 
the injury by using a 
support. Luckily for 
you, you had your 
very buffed friends to 
assist you that day.
Take time to let the 
injury heal. You also 
try to minimise 
movement as far as 
possible but gradually 
introduce movement.  
Good opportunity to 
get your siblings to 
run errands for you. 

- ‘I’ stands for Ice
where you will ice the 
painful area. Since 
you did not have a 
cold compress, you 
used a frozen packet 
of peas wrapped in a 
towel instead. You do 
this for about 15 
minutes each time 
with an interval of 
about 3 hours. 

- ‘C’ stands for
compress. You
bandaged your ankle
to reduce swelling
and bruising.

- ‘E’ stands for Elevate
your ankle and use
pillows to support it.

What are the advantages of 
knowing this procedure

Useful Life skill (first 
advantage)

- Relatively easy to
remember and apply,
even if you are not
medically certified.

- Handy as applying
this procedure in a
similar and sudden
situation would
certainly reduce
recovery time.

- Especially important if
you are active and
play a lot of sports
where injuries are a
common place,
unfortunately. Thus
knowing some first-

and 
not leave 

yyyyyn while yyyyyyouououououou 

e yourrrrrrrrrrrrrr iiinjury y bybybybybybybybybybybybybybybybyyybyyyyyyyyy rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreseseeeeeseeeeeseseseseseseseseseseeesesesesesesesesssssssssssssssstittttttititititititttitttitittittititttitiitttttttittitiittititititititititititititititingngngngnngnnnnnngngngngngngggggggnngggngnnggngnggngnnnggngggnggnnnnngggnnngggnggngngngggggggggggggggg 
above the llllllllllllevevevevevevevevvevveeevevvvevvveleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooffffffffffffffffffffff fffffff f fffffff f ff fffff ffff ff fff ff yoyoyoyoyyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyooyoyoyoyooooooyoyoyoyoyoooyooyoyoyoooyoyoyooyoooooooooyoyoyoyoooyoyyyooyyoyyoyooyoyoyoooyoooyoyoooyoyoyoooyoyoooyooyoooyoyoyyooyoyooyyyy urururuuuruuuuuuuuururururururuuruururururururururururururururrurruuuuruu hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheaeaeaeeaeaeaeeaeeaeeeaeaeaeaeaeeeaeaeeeeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaaaaaaartrttttttrttrttrttrtttttrtrrtrtrtrrtrtrrrtrrrtrtttrrtrtrrrttrrrrttrtrtttrrtrttrrtttrtrtrttttrrtrtrttrtrttrttt  

and kekekekekekekekekekekekekekkekekekekkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk eeeeepeeeeeeeeee  it susussusususususususssusupppppppppppppppppppp orrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrtetettettteteteteteteteteteeeteteeeetetetettteteteteeeeeeeeeteeeeteeteeeeeteteeeteeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed.d.d.d.d.dd.d.d.d.d.d.dd.dd.d.d.d.d.d.dd.d.dddd.ddd.d.dd.d.d.d.ddd.d.dd.dddddd.ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThhhihhihihihihihihihihhihihis s s 
cocccoccccccococococococococcocococcoccococcccoccccoulluluuululululuulululululuululuulllu ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd mememmememememememeemmmemeeemmmemm anaaaaaaaaaaaaaa  lyingngnngngngngngngngnngngngngnngggggggggggg oon the sofaaaaaa 
withhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh youououououououououououoououououououour rrrrrrrrrrrrrr foototototototttotttttottottotototootottotototototooooooooooooo  on someeeeee 

yy jcucucucucucucucucucuuucucushshshsshshshshshshshshshshshhshshssssshshshshshssshshshsshshshshhshshhhhhhhhssss ioioioooioioiooioiooooooioiiooooooooooooooooooooooonsnsnsnssnsssssnsssssnssnsssnssssnsssssnssssssssnsnssss iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiif f ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff yoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyooyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy u u uuuuuu uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu hhhhhahhhhhhhhh veveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeee injuredddddd 
yoyoooooooyooooyoyoooyoooyyy ur legeggggeggegegegegegeggggggeggegegegegegggegegggggegggegggeg..

G
get
rurrrrr n e

- ‘III’ sta
wwwwwhw ere y
papapapapp innnnnnfufufuffuful ar
yoyoyoyoyoyou uuuuu dididddd d no
cocococococolld compre
ususususususedee  a frozen
ofofofofofof peas wrappe
totototototowel ininininininststststststeaeaeaeaeaead. Yo
thhhisisisisisis fffffforororororor aabbbbobb ut 1
mimimimimminnnnunn tes e
with a
a

e advannnnnntatatatatatagegegegegegessssss of 
procececececeedudududududure



13

aid would always be 
a plus. 

Proper layout of a speech is expected

Good morning!
---
---
Thank you for your kind attention!



YUAN CHING SECONDARY SCHOOL
MID-YEAR EXAMINATION 2019

SECONDARY FOUR EXPRESS/ FIVE NORMAL ACADEMIC
ENGLISH LANGUAGE (1128/02)

PAPER TWO
SUGGESTED MARKING SCHEME

Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the webpage (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1-4.

1 Look at the photograph featuring the five people. 

What characteristics of the PSA staff are being highlighted in the 
photograph?  (INFERENCE) 

- The staff are happy/ satisfied/ fulfilled/ confident working in
PSA [1]

- The jobs in PSA are suitable for both genders [1]
- The staff play different roles in PSA [1]

Any TWO of the above.

Not accepted: 
- The people are smiling = too vague (inference is needed)
- They look friendly/ professional/ approachable = trait must indicate

some form of direct personal benefit/ fulfilment to choosing PSA to
do an internship

[2]

2 Give one phrase in the webpage which highlights the fact that being an 
intern at PSA will not be just a local experience. (VOCAB) 

- International internship

Not accepted: 
- World class international internship = ‘World class’ does not mean

it’s a global/ international experience.

[1]
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3 Explain how the webpage attempts to make the internship application 
process appear easy and convenient. (APPRECIATION)

- The process is divided/ split into three stages/ steps for the
students to follow.

OR
- The process is explained in a flowchart of visual images/

pictures for students to follow. [1]

4 

Not accepted: 
- Students can apply online = the fact that the text is a webpage on

the internet is understood as a convenient marketing tool. It’s the
design of the page that makes the difference.

Study the sharing by PSA staff member, Wong Chi Chin, at the bottom of 
the webpage.

How does his sharing add value to the purpose of the webpage? (GENRE)

- It will help final year students to see how they can learn 
beyond the textbooks / get a taste of working life / through an 
internship at PSA. 
OR

- It will help final year students see how they can learn real-life
working situations through an authentic workplace.
OR

- It helps students to see how a structured programme can
prepare final year students for final jobs.

Not accepted: 
- It brings engineers up to speed = direct lifting of this phrase with

no elaboration will not be awarded the mark.

[1]

tool.
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5-16. 

5 What surprised the writer during his first visit to the homes of the whites? 
(CONTENT)

- With the number and nature of the questions the children asked
(1) of their parents and their parents’ unfailing willingness to
answer them (1). [2]

6 Give a word in paragraph 1 that shows asking questions was unwelcomed 
by the adults in the writer’s family. (VOCAB) 

- Nuisance [1]

7 ‘All of these beliefs seemed perfectly natural to me.’ (lines 20-21)

In your own words, what do you think made the writer accept these beliefs 
willingly? (PARAPHRASE)

Paraphrase from ‘shaped by custom, ritual, and taboo…’ (lines 8-9)
- He was influenced by these traditions/ beliefs since young. (1)

Paraphrase from ‘…went unquestioned.’ (line10)
- No one raised doubts about/ challenged these beliefs. / It was

normal to follow these traditions/ beliefs. (1)

Not accepted: 
- Afraid to follow because he will have bad fortune in life = it’s not out

of fear, but being unassuming that made him follow. 
- Had to follow and listen to his parents = vague answer, i.e. he can

be rebellious towards them and yet still blindly follow those beliefs 
out of his own will. 

[2]
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‘The local magistrate, of course, was white…’ (lines 22-23)

What does this phrase suggest about the writer’s perception about the 
whites? (INFERENCE)

He perceived/ viewed them as 
- people who had power/ authority over the Xhosas/ were superior

to the Xhosas.

Not accepted: 
- They had good jobs = vague answer that does not indicate the

whites were better than the Xhosas in any way, i.e. anybody can
have a good job.

Give a reason as to why the whites must ‘be treated with a mixture of fear 
and respect’ by the Xhosas (lines 25-26). (INFERENCE)

Infer from ‘appeared as grand as gods’ (line 25)
- They were in charge/ in control of the law and daily

provisions/necessities in the land. 

Infer from ‘curious and remote figures’ (line 28)
- It is known that they are above/ better than the Xhosas in every

aspect of life.  

Not accepted: 
- They were afraid that the whites would harm them/ destroy their

lives. = the textual clues in paragraph 3 point towards the power the 
whites had over the law, and control of the daily needs of the 
Xhosas, rather than any physical harm they can inflict. 

- Policemen or travellers would pass by the area where the Xhosas
lived = no inference is made, just a statement of fact. 

[1]

[2]

10 ‘…their role in my life was a distant one, and I thought little if at all about the 
white man in general...’ (lines 26-27) (LANGUAGE USE) 

Identify the word(s) or phrases in the lines above which suggest:  

(i) detachment - distant

(ii) indifference - thought little (if at all)

[1]

[1]
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11 When did the amaMfengu people arrive on the eastern Cape? (CONTENT)

- They arrived during the period of iMfecane.

Not accepted: 
- Between 1820 and 1840 = lines 30-31 indicate clearly the period the

amaMfengu people arrived was iMfecane, i.e. “AmaMfengu arrived
on the eastern Cape after fleeing from Shaka Zulu’s armies in a period 
known as the iMfecane,” (lines 30-31). [1]

12

13

What ‘jobs’ were the amaMfengu people doing that ‘no other African would 
do’ (line 37)? (SYNTAX) 

- They worked as farmers and businessmen. 

Lifting is allowed from line 38, ‘They worked on white farms and in white 
businesses’

In your own words, give reasons why the amaMfengu people turned out to 
be ‘the most advanced section of the community’ (lines 41-42)? 
(INFERENTIAL)

Infer from ‘They worked on white farms and in white businesses….But 
amaMfengu were an industrious people, and because of their contact with 
Europeans, they were often more educated and “Western” than other 
Africans’ (lines 37-40): 

- They had more interactions with the whites
OR

- They were more exposed to the cultural lifestyle/ habits/
practices of the whites 
OR

- They had access to the learning/ gaining knowledge the whites
had 

1 mark for ONE of the points stated above 

- as they were hired as labourers by the whites. (1)

Not accepted: 
- Zero if any of the following terms OR their inflected forms is

mentioned: Europeans, Westerners, Africans, educated, worked,
businesses, contact, industrious. (Strictly in your own words. The
only exception would be ‘whites’, which would be the summarising
term for Europeans and Westerners.)

[1]

[2]
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- They were amongst the first to become Christians, to build better
houses, and to use scientific methods of agriculture. = these are the
consequences of being advanced, not the reasons/ causes.

14

15

Based on the way the writer described the amaMfengu people in paragraph 
5, what was his impression of them? (GENRE)

- Capable/ Intelligent/ Modern/ Advanced/ Well-educated/
Cultured/ Rich

Any answer that reflects a favourable impression the writer formed of them

Not accepted: 
He respected/ admired them. = This is more of an attitude adopted towards 
the whites after knowing them at a deeper level, not so much of an 
impression. 

‘This local form of tribalism that I observed as a boy was relatively harmless. 
At that stage, I did not witness nor even suspect the violent tribal rivalries 
that would subsequently be promoted by the white rulers of South Africa.’
(lines 51-54)

How would you describe the writer’s character, based on his sentiments 
about the amaMfengu people from the lines above? (APPRECIATION)

- He was unassuming/ earnest/ unsuspecting/ innocent/ naïve in
his thinking. 

Not accepted:
- Unaware, ignorant, impressionable, immature, oblivious = these

traits do not reveal the innocent lack of wisdom and experience due 
to the young age of the writer, and it’s not a fault of his.

[1]

[1]
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16 The structure of the text reflects the state of mind or attitude of the writer 
about his own people, the whites and the amaMfengu. Complete the flow 
chart by choosing one word from the box to reflect his general feeling or 
attitude in each of the paragraphs listed. There are some extra words in the 
box that you do not need to use. (EVALUATIVE)

State of mind or attitude

 acceptance bewilderment inspired        astonishment   

estrangement nonchalance admiration

Flow chart 

Paragraph 1: (i) astonishment

Paragraph 2: (ii) acceptance

Paragraph 3: (iii) nonchalance

Paragraph 5: (iv) admiration
[4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 17-24. 

17 What feature of the cave makes it an attractive place for predators ‘to 
devour any bat’ (lines 3-4)? (CONTENT)  

- It is a nursery cave/ filled with mother and baby bats. [1]

18 Which phrase in paragraph 1 tells us that the beetles have a huge 
appetite? (VOCABULARY) 

- eating machines

Not accepted: 
- feeding of carrions = feeding on decaying flesh does not refer to a

big appetite. 
- Boiling cushion of hungry jaws = figurative language is not the best

answer to describe the beetles’ huge appetite. 

[1]

19 Why was there a need for cave researchers to ‘wear respirators and tightly 
fitting clothes’ (lines 13-14) upon entering the cave? (INFERENTIAL) 

- Breathing would be difficult/hard in the cave due to the high
temperatures and humidity (1) 

- To reduce inhaling of the stench/ smell coming from the vapour 
of ammonia (1) 

1 mark for ONE of the points stated above

- To reduce unnecessary direct contact with the excretion of the
creatures/ animals in the cave (1) 

Infer from: 
‘Not only could they be showered with droppings from the bats overhead, there 
would be the thick layers of powdery guano, the crawling beetle larvae, the 
infernal heat, and the intense vapour of ammonia.’ (lines 14-16) 

Not accepted: 
- To stop insects from crawling into the bodies = the insects can crawl

out of one’s body, but droppings stay stained on the human skin, and
is hence a more pressing reason to wear tight-fitting clothing.

[2]
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20 Who do ‘they’ (line 21) refer to? (VOCABULARY) 

- The bats

Not accepted: 
- Researchers = misinterpretation of text.

[1]

21

22

What two physical characteristics of the bats give them an aggressive 
appearance? (CONTENT)

- Open mouth and bared teeth

Note: Both characteristics must be stated to earn one mark. 

How does one know that the bats do not intentionally cause harm to 
humans? (CONTENT) 

- One could stand in the middle of twenty million wild bats and not
get hit by any of them.

Not accepted: 
- When caught, they will only attempt to escape and not bite or hurt

you. = In a disadvantaged situation, it’s priority for the bat to escape
and they may accidentally hurt its captor. However, in a situation
where they are not caught and are in full capacity to hurt and they
don’t, it’s then a stronger indication that they have no motive/ intention
to harm at all.

[1]

[1]

23 Here is a part of the conversation between two students, Joshua and Isabel, 
who have read the article.

Bats are amazing team 
players that demonstrate 

what it means to work 
towards a common goal!

Unfortunately, they are 
also at a high risk of being 

extinct. 

Isabel Joshua 

rk.
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(i) With reference to paragraph 3, what evidence could be used to support
Joshua’s view?  (EVALUATIVE)

- In order to leave the cave, bats must work together/ rely on each
other to fly in a circular way to climb up, (1)

- by whisking around one another, wing to wing, in tight ranks. (1)

Answers must include the idea of the bats working together as a team to 
leave the cave. 

[2]

(ii) How would Isabel explain her view? (EVALUATIVE)

- Bats are the slowest-reproducing mammal for their size.
- Mother bats usually only rear one pup a year.
- Bats form some of the world’s largest concentrations of warm-

blooded animals, and they could be destroyed in five minutes. 
- There are records of people who have wiped out millions of bats

in one day.

Any ONE of the four answers above is accepted. 

[1]
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24 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the facts that tell us 
that bats are actually harmless creatures that can be easily hurt and rapidly 
reduced in numbers. 

Use only information from paragraphs 4 and 5. 

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form). It must not be 
longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you begin). 

In reality, bats are actually harmless creatures because they are…

Original points Paraphrased points
Bats are actually harmless creatures that can be easily hurt 
1 they’re just trying not to bump into 

anything
They just want to avoid clashing 
into things  

2 You could stand in the middle of 
twenty million wild bats and not 
get hit by any of them.

One would be unharmed when 
stationed in the midst of many 
bats.  

3 , the only way you can get close 
to one is to try to catch one in mid-
flight. It is not difficult to do, 
however. All you have to do is flail 
your hands around for a bit.

A flying bat is easily grasped by 
swinging your hands to catch it.

4 Do not grip onto it too hard or you 
may injure it.

It can be hurt if you hold it too 
tightly.  

5 Its wings held closed by your grip,
its small furry brown head sticking 
out, the little bat will look 
frightened and fragile.

The bat is fearful and weak when 
in captivity.

6 It will use its chin as a pry bar to 
try and escape, but it will make 
no attempt to bite.

It will only want to break free and 
not to hurt its captor.  

…rapidly reduced in numbers. 
7 they’re also the slowest-

reproducing mammal for their 
size.

Female bats take the longest time
amongst mammals, to give birth 
to their young
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8 Mother bats usually only rear one 
pup a year.

, normally one baby a year.

9 And bats cluster in large colonies
in the most vulnerable places.

Bats gather in huge groups in 
areas that expose them to 
danger.

10 Bats form some of the world’s 
largest concentrations of warm-
blooded animals, and they could 
be destroyed in five minutes.

Hence, they could be eliminated 
in a short time.  

11 There are records of people who 
have wiped out millions of bats in 
one day.

The mass killing of bats within a 
day has a long history.

In reality, bats are actually harmless creatures because they are...
just want to avoid clashing into things when flying. One would be unharmed 
when in the midst of many bats. A flying bat is easily grasped by swinging 
your hands to catch it. It can be hurt if you hold it too tightly. The bat is fearful 
and weak in captivity. It only wants to break free, and not to attack. Bats 
gather in huge groups in areas that expose them to danger and hence can 
be eliminated rapidly. 

(79 words)
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Section B

Read the printout of a poster below and use the information to answer the question on page 3 of 
the Question Booklet.ion Bo

 
 
 

Be Responsible Users of Social Media & the Internetet
 

The Internet as well as social media platforms have become an integral part of p g p
our online presence. They help us stay connected with others but you should p y p y y
be wary about how much personal information to divulge. Read some of these y
tips below:p

PRIVACY!
Regardless of your privacy settings, keep in mind that your post are visible! 
Think before you post on social media and keep yourself safe from any kind 
of identity theft. Do review your passwords from time to time.

BE SAFE! BE SURE! BE 
SMART!

BELIEVE…NOT!

Take note of spam emails and deceptive ‘free’ offers as these are to entice 
you to click on dangerous links or give up your personal information. Always 
be wary of offers that sound too good to be true!

BULLY …NOT!
 
Use discretion when putting content on your social media and do not turn 
to social media to harass, demean or bully someone. Be careful when 
surfing the Internet!
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Section A [10 marks]

Question 1

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about climate change in Singapore. The first 
and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There 
are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2 pm.         at
My mother always wears sensible clothes.          

The recent spells of hot weather that Singaporeans have been experiencing

may not be just temporary heatwaves. The island is heating up twice as fast 1    …………………

as the rest for the world. According to the Meteorological Service Singapore 2    …………………

(MSS), it is almost 1 degree Celsius hotter today than in the 1950s. What is 3    …………………

grim news is that Singapore maximum daily temperatures could reach 35 to 4    …………………

37 degress Celsius by 2100 if carbon emissions continued to rise at a 5    …………………

similar rate, warned Dr Muhammad Eeqmal Hassim, a senior research scientist 6    …………………

with the MSS Centre for Climate Research Singapore. Other country are 7    …………………

already experiencing hotter temperatures but this is more alarming with 8    …………………

Singapore because of it high level of humidity that is experienced all year 9    …………………

round. This could potential lead to grave situations as our bodies struggle 10   ………………..

to cope with the heat.

Copyright Acknowledgements:
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Text in Section A : https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/cnainsider/Singapore-hot-weather-urban-heat-effect-temperature
                              humidity

Section B [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 to 350 words for this section. 

Question 2

You should look at the poster in the Insert, study the information carefully and plan your 
answer before beginning to write.

You recently came across a leaflet promoting the importance of being responsible users 
of social media and the Internet. As a Cyber Wellness student ambassador, you are keen 
to share the information to the entire student population as you feel very strongly about 
the matter. You are to propose suggestions and ideas to the teacher-in-charge of Cyber
Wellness in your school.

In your proposal, you should:

state why you wish to raise awareness on cyber wellness in your school
explain two tips that students can adopt  as responsible users of social media and 
the Internet
describe one other cyber wellness tip one can observe
share how you will promote these tips to the entire school population.

Write your proposal in clear, accurate English and in a persuasive tone to convince your 
teacher-in-charge to approve your idea of promoting cyber wellness in your school.

You may add any other details you think will be helpful.

You should use your own words as much as possible.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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Section C [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 350 to 500 words on one of the following topics.

Questions 3–6

At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic you have chosen.

3 What are some ways teenagers can help the less fortunate in society?

4 ‘Do not be afraid to fail but be afraid not to try.’ Write about some of the occasions 
when you found this to be true.

5 ‘Parents are the greatest source of influence on their children.’ Do you agree?

6 Describe your ideal home for the future. Explain how it would improve your quality of 
life.

Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here: ……….
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Section A

Text 1

Study the poster below and answer Questions 1–4 in the Question Paper Booklet.



3

Section B

Text 2

The text below describes a man being held captive as a prisoner-of-war. Read it carefully 
and answer Questions 5–12 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1 The new prisoners waited in a shed which seemed to be the anteroom to the 
disinfecting chamber. SS men1 appeared and spread out blankets into which we had 
to throw all our possessions, all our watches and jewelry. There were still naïve ones 
among us who asked, to the amusement of the more seasoned ones who were 
there as helpers, if they could not keep a wedding ring, a medal or a good-luck 
piece. No one could yet grasp the fact that everything would be taken away.

5

2 I tried to take one of the old prisoners into my confidence. Approaching him furtively, 
I pointed to the roll of paper in the inner pocket of my coat and said, “Look, this is the 
manuscript of a scientific book. I know what you will say – that I should be grateful to 
escape with my life, and that should be all I can expect of fate. But I cannot help 
myself. I must keep this manuscript at all costs; it contains my life’s work. Do you 
understand that?”

10

3 Yes, he was beginning to understand. A grin spread slowly across his face, first 
piteous, then more amused, mocking, insulting, until he bellowed an expletive at me 
in answer to my question. At that moment I saw the plain truth and did what marked 
the culminating point of the first phase of my psychological reaction – I struck out my 
whole former life.

15

4 Suddenly there was a stir among my fellow travelers, who had been standing about 
with pale, frightened faces, helplessly debating. The man who mocked me had no 
time to react, for again we heard the hoarsely shouted commands. We were driven 
with blows into the immediate anteroom of the bath. There we assembled around an 
SS man who waited until we had all arrived. Then he said, “I will give you two 
minutes, and I will time you by my watch! In these two minutes you will get fully 
undressed and drop everything on the floor where you are standing. You must take 
nothing with you except your shoes, your belt or suspenders, and possibly a truss2. I 
am starting to count – now!”

20

25

5 With unthinkable haste, people tore off their clothes. As the time grew shorter, they 
became increasingly nervous and pulled clumsily at their underwear, belts and 
shoelaces. Then we heard the first sounds of whipping – leather straps beating 
down on naked bodies. 30

6 Next, we were herded into another room to be shaved; not only our heads were 
shorn, but not a strand of hair was left on our entire bodies. Then on to the showers, 
where we lined up again. We hardly recognised each other but with great relief,
some people noted that real water dripped from the sprays.

1 SS men – soldiers of a protective squad of WWII Nazi Germany
2 truss – a padded belt/undergarment



4

7 During the later part of our imprisonment, the daily ration consisted of very watery 
soup given out once daily, and the usual small bread ration. In calories, this diet was 
absolutely inadequate, especially taking into consideration our heavy manual work 
and our constant exposure to the cold in insubstantial clothing.

35

8 When the last layers of subcutaneous fat had vanished, and we looked like 
skeletons disguised by skin and rags, we could watch our bodies beginning to 
devour themselves. The organism digested its own protein, and its muscles 
disappeared. Then the body had no powers of resistance left. One after another the 
members of the little community in our hut died.

40
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Section C

Text 3

The text below is about the art of Japanese cuisine. Read it carefully and answer 
Questions 13–19 in the Question Paper Booklet.

1 For the average diner, knowledge about and interest in Japanese food seemed to 
be confined to a few popular dishes until fairly recently. American exposure to 
Japanese food was largely limited to Japanese steakhouse chain offerings and 
deep-fried tempura. One primary ingredient which epitomised Japanese food at its 
pinnacle was raw fish. However, authentically prepared Japanese cuisine using raw 
fish as its centrepiece was for many years unavailable outside Japan. The 
ingredient itself was also a major barrier to the undiluted worldwide acclaim of 
Japanese cuisine.

5

2 To the uninitiated diner decades ago, sushi (raw fish and vinegared rice balls) or 
sashimi (raw fish slices) were breathtakingly aesthetic in concept and very visually 
tempting, but all interest stopped there. Those who did not wish to offend their hosts 
surreptitiously deposited sashimi into a convenient paper napkin, or else swallowed 
it unchewed and washed it down with copious gulps of beer or saké3. It does seem 
an injustice that for a very long time Japanese food did not receive the widespread 
recognition that it deserves. Many first-time eaters, though bowled over by its 
aesthetic presentation, describe Japanese food as insipid, because of the subtlety 
of Japanese cuisine. It is lost on palates expecting elaborate blends of seasoning. 
Highly seasoned Chinese or intricately sauced French dishes are more likely to win 
over experimenting palates. Palates have to be educated to fully appreciate 
Japanese food beyond the familiar stews, tempura (deep fried), and the lavishly 
seasoned grilled dishes. Tongues have to learn to become sensitive to the slight 
nuances of taste, to discern the intrinsic and undisguised natural flavours in each 
ingredient.

10

15

20

3 In classical Japanese cuisine, before each diner is an array of small individual 
servings painstakingly prepared by the chef, each a work of art framed in its own 
exquisite receptacle. “Feed the eye first,” is the first order for the Japanese cook. 
The Japanese care about the ambience as much as the food. Artistry is not limited 
to the table arrangements, outdoor gardens, or exterior and interior architecture of 
the venue and main rooms. In the washrooms, you may be fortunate to see an 
exquisite seasonal floral arrangement in a bamboo receptacle, to match the 
bamboo paneling on the walls, or perhaps a rustic stone sink. The visual appeal of 
a feast can be bewildering to the uninitiated. Plates of all possible geometric 
shapes—square, rectangular, crescent- or fan-shaped—in many colours, sizes, and 
textures decorate the table. Not all are porcelain—slabs of wood, baskets, and 
even chestnut husks can hold food. What does this say about food in Japan? At its 
best, it is an overwhelming sensory aesthetic experience. And it is that meticulous 
attention to every phase—from selecting the freshest ingredients, choosing the 
serving receptacles, and most of all, the graciousness of service and attention to 
guests—that characterises the fine art of hosting a Japanese meal.

25

30

35

3 saké – Japanese alcoholic drink made of fermented rice, yeast and water
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4 The key to good food is fresh quality ingredients; this is the recurring message of 
professional cooks and literature the world over. The Japanese have taken this 
message to an extreme, and the vegetables and fruit in supermarkets, department 
stores, and greengrocers in Japan are not only fresh, but also of perfect 
appearance, shape, and size. Fish and seafood are bright-eyed and glisten 
attractively: there is none of the dense and incriminating fishy smell that from a 
distance unmistakably identifies fishmongers elsewhere. 

40

45

5 Twenty years ago, most Japanese shopped for food every day to ensure freshness, 
something that would be difficult to do now even in Japan. The realities of working 
life force people to stock up on food items so that they shop as rarely as possible. 
These days, even non-local foodstuffs can be of impeccable quality and freshness. 
Modern freezing and transportation methods have made exotic marine foodstuffs 
and fresh Asian vegetables and fungi available to all. Organic crop production and 
local farmers’ markets are also making it easier to find chemical-free produce 
nearby.

50

6 Aside from its gustatory and aesthetic appeal, there is one more compelling reason 
to cook and eat Japanese food. It is good for you. Not only is it a balanced diet in its 
combination of rice, vegetables, and emphasis on fish and seafood, with a 
moderate intake of animal protein and fat, but many of its components have 
disease-preventing qualities. It is the complexity of every phase in the Japanese 
culinary scene that makes it one of the most respected cuisines in the world.

55

60
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Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the poster (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–4.

1 How does the main image at the top of the poster help support the header ‘Skip a 
Straw. Save a Sea Turtle.’?

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..........

………………………………………………………………………………………….......... [1]

2 ‘If plastic continues to infect the ocean, by 2050, there will be more plastic than fish.’

Paying close attention to the underlined word, what is the intended effect of this 
sentence on the readers?

…………………………………………………………………………………………..........

…………………………………………………………………………………………..........

…………………………………………………………………………………………..........

………………………………………………………………………………………….......... [2]

3 State how the writer tries to persuade the readers to step forward and be more 
involved in supporting the organisation.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..........

………………………………………………………………………………………….......... [1]

4 Which two groups of people are ‘Sailors for the Sea’ targeting through this poster?

(i) ………………………………………………………………………………………..........

(ii) ……………………………………………………………………………………............ [1]
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5–12.

5 Explain, in your own words, why some of the new prisoners were described to be 
‘naïve’ (line 3).

……………………………………………………………………………….…………….

……………………………………………………………………………….…………….

……………………………………………………………………………….…………….

……………………………………………………………………………….……………. [2]

6 (a) In Paragraph 2, the writer spoke to one of the old prisoners. In which two
ways does he emphasise to them that he did not want his manuscript to be 
lost?

(i) …………………………………………………………………………………….

        …………………………………………………………………………………….

(ii) …………………………………………………………………………………….

       ……………………………………………………………………………………

(b) Which words or phrases in Paragraph 2 describe the manner in which the 
writer spoke to the other prisoner?

Descriptions Word or phrase from the passage
(i) avoid any attention that might 

lead to trouble

(ii) telling of a private matter in 
complete trust

[1]

[1]

[1]

[1]
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7 ‘At that moment, I saw the plain truth and did what marked the culminating point of 
the first phase of my psychological reaction – I struck out my whole former life.’ (lines 
15–17)

(a) According to Paragraph 3, what does ‘the plain truth’ refer to?

………………………………………………………………………………….………….

……………………………………………………………………………….…………….

(b) What does the word ‘culminating’ suggest about how the writer reacted?

………………………………………………………………………………….………….

……………………………………………………………………………….…………….

[1]

[1]

8 Paragraph 5 begins, ‘With unthinkable haste, people tore off their clothes.’ Why do 
you think the prisoners did so ‘with unthinkable haste’?

………………………………………………………………………………….………….

……………………………………………………………………………….…………….

….……………………………………………………………………………….…………

……………………………………………………………………………….……………. [2]

9 (a) Identify one example of personification in Paragraph 5.

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

(b) What is the effect of the use of personification in (a)?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

[1]

[1]

10 Which two expressions in Paragraph 6 suggest that the prisoners were under 
absolute control of their captors?

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………….…………… [1]
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11 At the end of the text, the writer observes the change in appearance of the 
prisoners over time. Explain how the language used in Paragraph 8 makes the 
prisoners appear unhealthy. Support your ideas with three details from the 
paragraph.

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………….…………… [3]

12 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s thoughts and feelings throughout his 
imprisonment. Complete the flowchart by choosing one word from the box to 
summarise the main thought or feeling presented in each part of the text. There 
are some extra words in the box you do not need to use.

The writer’s thoughts and feelings

submission         uncertainty          unawareness          realisation
                     desperation         oblivion               tolerance

Flow chart

Paragraph 1: (i) ……………………………………………………..

Paragraph 2: (ii) ……………………………………………………

Paragraph 3: (iii) ……………………………………………………

Paragraphs 4–8: (iv) ……………………………………………….
[4]
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Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 13–19.

13 In Paragraph 2, the writer mentions that the uninitiated diner decades ago were 
attracted to the visual appeal of sushi and sashimi, but ‘all interest stopped there’ 
(line 11). What does the writer mean?

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

14 ‘Those who did not wish to offend their hosts surreptitiously deposited sashimi 
into a convenient paper napkin, or else swallowed it unchewed and washed it 
down with copious gulps of beer or saké.’ (lines 11–13) 

What do the underlined words mean?

(i) ‘surreptitiously’

……………………………………………………………………………………………

(ii) ‘copious’

……………………………………………………………………………………………

[1]

[1]

15 ‘It does seem an injustice that for a very long time Japanese food did not receive 
the widespread recognition that it deserves.’ (lines 13–15)

What does this suggest about the writer’s attitude towards Japanese cuisine and 
its recognition in the world?

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. [1]

16 What do many first-timers expect of Japanese food, and how does it taste in 
reality? Answer in your own words.

Expectation

Reality
[1]

[1]
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17 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Juliana and Andy, who 
have read the article.

           Juliana                                                                                       Andy

(a) With reference to Paragraph 5, how can Juliana explain her position?

………………………………………………………………………………….................

…………………………………………………………………......................................

…………………………………………………………………………………................

…………………………………………………………………......................................

(b) Provide two ways in which Andy can support his position.

……………………………………………………………………………….....................

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

[2]

[1]

18 Other than its taste and attractive visuals, state two reasons from Paragraph 6 
that explain why one should consume Japanese food.

……………………………………………………………………………….....................

……………………………………………………………………………………………... [1]

The people in 
Japan can get 
top-quality 
ingredients 
easily.

Not only that, 
they can get very 
fresh ingredients 
too.
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19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the fine art of hosting a 
Japanese meal.

Use only information from paragraphs 3 to 4.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form).
It must not be longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you 
begin).

The fine art of hosting a Japanese meal starts with ………………………………….

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......
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    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......
    

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

……………………………………………………………………………………….......

    ……………………………………………………………………………………….......

………………………………………………………… No of words: [15]

– End of Paper –





Section A [10 marks]

Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about climate change in Singapore.
The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in 
each line. There are two more lines with no errors.

If there is NO error in a line, put a tick ( ) in the space provided.
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided.
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

I arrived to my destination at 2 pm. at
My mother always wears sensible clothes.

The recent  spells of  hot weather that Singaporeans have been experiencing 

may not be just temporary heatwaves. The island is heating up twice as fast 1    

as the rest for the world. According to the Meteorological Service Singapore 2   of (Prep) 

(MSS), it is almost 1 degree Celsius hotter today than in the 1950s. What is 3    

grim news is that Singapore maximum daily temperatures could reach 35 to 4    
grimmer/Singapore’s(poss)

37 degress Celsius by 2100, if carbon emissions continued to rise at  a 5   degrees/continue (T)

similar rate, warned Dr Muhammad Eeqmal Hassim,  a senior research 
scientist 

6 warns (T)

with the MSS Centre for Climate Research Singapore. Other country are 7    countries (Plural)

already experiencing hotter temperatures but this is more alarming with 8    for (Prep)

Singapore because of it high level of humidity that is experienced  all year 9    its (det)

round. This could potential lead to grave situations as our bodies struggle 10   potentially (adv)

to cope with the heat. 

Copyright Acknowledgements:
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Mid-Year Examination 2019 OAA in blue, DNA in red, KIV in pink
EL 4E5N P2 | Answer Scheme

Section A [5 marks]

Refer to the advertisement (Text 1) on page 2 of the Insert for Questions 1–4.

1 How does the main image at the top of the poster help support the header ‘Skip a 
Straw. Save a Sea Turtle.’?

The image shows a sea turtle struggling for air/drowning suffocating/dying. This 
evokes sympathy/pity/empathy in the readers, which may encourage them to 
stop using straws in order to protect sea creatures.                                      [1]

Note: Students must first describe the image (drowning) before explaining how the 
image supports the header in persuading readers not to use plastic straws.

DNA: Either describing the image/explaining the header (no reference to both parts)

2 ‘If plastic continues to infect our ocean, by 2050, there will be more plastic than fish.’

Paying close attention to the bolded word, what is the intended effect of this sentence 
on the readers?

Through likening the use of plastic to a disease which could 
plague/damage/harm the ocean [1], the writer wishes to warn the audience not 
to contribute to the loss of marine creatures [1] like fish, which would soon be 
outnumbered.                                                                                                        [2]

3 State how the writer tries to persuade the readers to step forward and be more involved 
in supporting the organisation.

The use of imperatives like ‘Join (a community)’, ‘Sign up…’ and ‘Register…’
OR
The use of rhetorical questions like ‘Ready to take on an active role in saving 
sea turtles?’                                                                                                           [1]

Note: Need to state the language devices i.e simply quoting is not acceptable

4 Which two groups of people are ‘Sailors for the Sea’ targeting through this poster?

(i) Parents of young children

(ii) Marine animal lovers/ Marine enthusiasts/ People concerned about marine
conservation   [1]

Both groups for one mark
OAA: people who use plastic straws
DNA: Kids/parents 

refererene ce
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Section B [20 marks]

Refer to Text 2 on pages 3 and 4 of the Insert for Questions 5–12.

5 Explain, in your own words, why some of the new prisoners were described to be 
‘naïve’ (line 3).

The new prisoners did not fully understand/comprehend [1] that they were not 
allowed to keep any of their belongings/possessions, even the most 
treasured/valued ones [1].

(DNA: ‘grasp the fact that everything would be taken away’, ‘could not keep a 
wedding ring, a medal or a good-luck piece’)

DNA: prisoners ‘asked’ if they could throw the possessions (doeesnt convey 
naivety)

[2]

6 (a) In Paragraph 2, the writer spoke to one of the old prisoners. In which two
ways does he emphasise to them that he did not want his manuscript to be 
lost?

(i) He starts the conversation/sentence with ‘Look’ (an imperative)
which demands that the listener pay attention to what he has to say.

(ii) He uses the modal ‘must’ and the phrase ‘at all costs’ to emphasise
that he will do all it takes to protect his manuscript.

(iii)He ends with the question ‘Do you understand that?’, demanding a
reply/cooperation from the other prisoner that he would help to 
protect the manuscript.

Note: Choose any 2 of the 3 possible answers; 1 mark for each point

(b) Which words or phrases in Paragraph 2 describe the manner in which the
writer spoke to the other prisoner?

Descriptions Word or phrase from the passage
(i) avoid any attention that might

lead to trouble
‘furtively’

(ii) telling of a private matter in
complete trust

‘into my confidence’

DNA: “take one of the prisoners 
into my confidence”

[2]

[1]

[1]
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7 ‘At that moment, I saw the plain truth and did what marked the culminating point of 
the first phase of my psychological reaction – I struck out my whole former life.’ (lines 
15–17)

(a) According to Paragraph 3, what does ‘the plain truth’ refer to?

It would be impossible for the writer to preserve his manuscript, no matter 
how hard he tried.

(b) What does the word ‘culminating’ suggest about how the writer reacted?

It was a pivotal turning point for him/ a sudden realisation that he could not 
return to his old life (before he was held captive).
DNA: shocked, defeated, disappointed, devastated 

[1]

[1]

8 Paragraph 5 begins, ‘With unthinkable haste, people tore off their clothes.’ Why do 
you think the prisoners did so ‘with unthinkable haste’?

They had a limited amount of time (only two minutes) to do as they were told./ 
They did not have the luxury of time to think or react. [1]

They also had to remove their clothing quickly out of fear (of punishment). [1]
DNA: extremely afraid to go against them (why?) & only given 2 mins to do so 
(doesnt explain the fact that they had no time to think) 

[2]

9 (a) Identify one example of personification in Paragraph 5.

‘leather straps beating down on naked bodies’
DNA
‘ time grew shorter ‘

(b) What is the effect of the use of personification in (a)?

It emphasises how powerful/forceful the whipping from the straps was, which 
rendered the prisoners helpless.

[1]

[1]

10 Which two expressions in Paragraph 6 suggest that the prisoners were under 
absolute control of their captors?

‘[we] were herded’ and ‘lined up again’ (need to have ‘again’)
Note: Both expressions for 1 mark
DNA: ‘lined up” [1]

tion th
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11 At the end of the text, the writer observes the change in appearance of the 
prisoners over time. Explain how the language used in Paragraph 8 makes the 
prisoners appear unhealthy. Support your ideas with three details from the 
paragraph.

The simile ‘looked like skeletons disguised with skin and rags’ implies that the 
prisoners’ bodies were devoid of fat OR the prisoners were severely 
bony/malnourished/ emaciated/thin as a rake. [1]

The phrase ‘our bodies beginning to devour themselves’ suggests that they 
lost a lot of weight as time went by. [1]

The phrase ‘the body had no powers of resistance left’ suggests that the 
prisoners were weak/not strong/no energry [1]

The phrase ‘organism digested its own proteins and its muscles’ suggests 
that the prisoners were malnourished/starving/deprived of food that they were 
eating themselves away.

The phrase ‘ muscles disappeared’ suggests that that the prisoners were 
weak/getting weaker.

The phrase ‘ last layers of subcutaneous fat had vanished’ suggests that they 
were losing weight/ getting skinner/thinner.

Note: Quotation and explanation must both be correct in order to award 1 mark for 
each point.

[3]

eft’ sug
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12 The structure of the text reflects the writer’s thoughts and feelings throughout his 
imprisonment. Complete the flowchart by choosing one word from the box to 
summarise the main thought or feeling presented in each part of the text. There 
are some extra words in the box you do not need to use.

The writer’s thoughts and feelings

 submission   uncertainty   unawareness  realisation
 desperation    oblivion  tolerance

Flow chart

Paragraph 1: (i) unawareness

Paragraph 2:  (ii) desperation

Paragraph 3: (iii) realisation

Paragraphs 4–8: (iv) submission
[4]

Section C [25 marks]

Refer to Text 3 on pages 5 and 6 of the Insert for Questions 13–19.

13 In Paragraph 2, the writer mentions that the uninitiated diner decades ago  were 
attracted to the visual appeal of sushi and sashimi, but ‘all interest stopped there’ 
(line 11). What does the writer mean?

People who were unfamiliar with Japanese cuisine, while attracted by how 
sushi and sashimi looked, were unwilling/not keen to try or taste them.

need to unpack ‘no interest’)
did not try/ did not want to eat

[1]

14 ‘Those who did not wish to offend their hosts surreptitiously deposited sashimi 
into a convenient paper napkin, or else swallowed it unchewed and washed it 
down with copious gulps of beer or saké.’ (lines 11–13) 

What do the underlined words mean?

(i) ‘surreptitiously’ – secretly/ stealthily/ in a discreet manner [1]

on
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AA: sneakily
DNA: carefully (not accurate enough) / answers in wrong form (e.g. ‘not 
obvious’)

(ii) ‘copious’ – large/huge/very/extremely big
AA: many
DNA: continuous/repeated

*For this question, DNA if student provided more than one answer (mark the
first answer).

[1]

15 ‘It does seem an injustice that for a very long time Japanese food did not receive 
the widespread recognition that it deserves.’ (lines 13–15)

What does this suggest about the writer’s attitude towards Japanese cuisine and 
its recognition in the world?

The writer has an indignant/ a disapproving attitude that Japanese food was 
not as well-appreciated as it should have been.

AA (because students are doing so badly! :( ): The writer is dissatisfied/ 
annoyed/ upset/ unhappy that… (but need to point out to students that these 
are not ‘attitudes’, so these are not the best answers)
AA: disappointed
DNA: ...feels that it is unfair 
(not accurate)
DNA: angry 

[1]

16 What do many first-timers expect of Japanese food, and how does it taste in 
reality? Answer in your own words. 

Expectation Well-flavoured OR different types/a mixture of 
condiments
AA: strong flavours/ well seasoned
(DNA: ‘expecting elaborate blends of seasoning’ 
though the word ‘seasoning’ does not need to be 
paraphrased)

DNA: tasty (subjective and too vague)
DNA: nice (pls highlight to students to avoid using the 
word nice. Nice is the all-inclusive word for 
Singaporeans)

Reality Bland/ Flavourless/ Tasteless
(DNA: ‘insipid’ / ‘subtle’)
DNA: bad
AA: not very seasoned/ unseasoned/ lighter flavour
Answers need to be negative, not positive eg subtle is 
wrong

[1]

[1]
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DNDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD A:AAAAAAA:AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA  angryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryryry 

WhWhWWWWWhWhWhWWWWW atataaatataatataaatatatatatatataaataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo mamamamamamamamamamamamamammamamamamamammamammmamammmamamammmmmaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaanynyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyny firstttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt----------------------------------tititititiiiitiiitiitititiitititittittttitittttittttttititttiitiittt memememmmmmmmemememmmmmmmmmmmmmmemmemmmmmmmmmmemmeemememeem rsrsrsrsrsrsrsrssssrsrsrsrsrsrsssssrsss eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeexpxxxxxxxxxx ect ofofofofofof JJJJJJapapapaapapanese
realaalaalaalaalalalalalalitttttttttttttttttty?yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy  Answeweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer r rrrrrrrrrrr rrr rrrrrr rrrr ininininininininininininiininiiiininniininnininininnnninnninnnnnninnnnninninniiinininnnn yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyououooouououououuoouououououuouououur r owooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo n wowowowowowordrdrdrdrdrdsssss......

xpeeeeeeeeeeeeeectctcctcttcttctctctctctctctcttctctcttctctctctctctctctctccttttctctcctctctcc aatataaaaaaaaaaaa ioiooioooooooooioiooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn WeWeWeWeWeWellllllllllll-flflflflfflavou
ccccococ ndim
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17 Here is a part of a conversation between two students, Juliana and Andy, who 
have read the article.

  Juliana    Andy

(a) With reference to Paragraph 5, how can Juliana explain her position?

(from text: ‘Organic crop production and local farmers’ markets are also making it 
easier to find chemical-
question)

Crops are grown without the use of chemicals (like fertilisers and pesticides) 
[1] and these agricultural products are easily accessible as they are sold at
local farmers’ markets [1].
DNA lifting, need to explain/ paraphrase

(b) Provide two ways in which Andy can support his position.

Modern freezing and transportation have allowed the people in Japan to do 
so.

Direct lifting from text capturing the two ways would be accepted (‘Modern 
freezing and transportation methods have made exotic foodstuffs and fresh 
Asian vegetables and fungi available to all.’), but excess would be denied 
(e.g. most Japanese shopped for food every day to ensure freshness (read 

methods have made exotic marine food...)

DNA excess 1st part- Organic crop production and local farmers’ markest 
make it easier to find fresh ingredients. Modern freezing and transportation 
methods make it easy to get very fresh ingredients.

[2]

[1]

18 Other than its taste and attractive visuals, state two reasons from Paragraph 6 
that explain why one should consume Japanese food.

It consists of a balanced diet (in its combination of rice, vegetables, …) and 
many of its components have disease-preventing qualities. [1]

The people in 
Japan can get 
top-quality 
ingredients 
easily.

Not only that, 
they can get very 
fresh ingredients 
too.

explain hherer pposo itio

cal farmersrsrsrs’’’’ mamamamarkrkrkrkettts sss araaa e also m

hout tht e ususususuusususuuuuuuu ee eeeeeeeeee of chehehehehehehehehehehehehehehemmmmimmmmmmmmmmm caa slllslllsllslslslslslslslsllssslsslsllssssslslsslllsssslsslllsssssssllssllllssssssssssss (l(l((l(l(((l((lll(l(((((((((llll((lll(l(l(lll(lll(l(l(ll(l(l((((l((l(((((l(((((l(l((((l(l(l(((l((l(l(l(likiiiiikikikikikikikikikikikikikikike fefefefertrtttiliii iserrrrs s s s anananand pesticiii ides
griculttururuuurururururuuurururururuuuuuuruuuuururuururuuuuruuruuuurururrralalalalallallallalalalallalaalalalallalalaaaaaaaaaaaaaa pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppprorororororororororoooororoororororororooorororororrrrr dududuuuuduuuuuuuuuctctctctctctctctctctctcts are e ee eaeaeaeeeeeaeaeaeeeaaeaae sily accesssssissisibbbble asas tthey y arare e sos ld at

ers’ mmarketstssstssssssttssssssssssssssssssssss [[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[1]1]1]1]1]11]1111]1]1]1]1]]1]1]1]1]11]1]1]11]]]11]]...
ifting, neeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ddddddddddddddddddddddddd tottototototottototottottotototototottotttttottottttototototooooooooooooooooo explllllllall in/ paapaaaaaapaaaaaaaapaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaapaaaaaaaapararrrraraarararararraarararraarraaraaaraararaarararrrrrraphhhhhhraseeeeeeseeeseeseeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

(b) PrPrPrPrPrPrPrPrPPPPPPrPrPPPPrPPrPPPrPPPPPrPPPPrProvoooooooooooooooooooo idddddeeeee eeeeeeeee twtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwo wawawawawwawawawawawawawawawwwawwwwawawawwawaaawaawwawaaysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysysys in nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn whwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwwhwwhwwwhwhwhwhwhwwhhhhhwhwhwhhhhwhhhhhhhwhwhwhwhwww iciccccccccccccch h AnAnnnAnnAnnAnAnAnAnnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnAnnAnAnAnAnAnAnnAnnAnnAAAAnnAndydydydydydydyydyydyddyddydydddddddydydddydyddyddydyyddddd cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccananananannnanananananannannanananannanananananannnnnnnaa ssupportt hhhhisisisis pppposition

MoMoMoMoMoMoMooMMoMooMoMoMooMoMoMooMoMoooooMooMooooooMoooooooMoooooMM dedededededededededdedededddededdedededdedddedeeeedeeeedeeeeeernrnrnrnrnrnnnnnrnnnnnrnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn fffffffffffffffffffffffrerrrrr ezezzzzzzzzzzzzzininininninininninininnnnnnnnnninnnnninnnnngggggggggggg annnnnd d ddd ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd trtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrttrtrttrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrttttrttrttrtrttrtttt ananananananaanananananaannannananaaanananaaaaaa spspsssssssssspssssspssssss ortationononon hahaveve allow
soooooooooooooooooo.

ecttttttttttt lllllllllllllllllliffifififififiifiififiiifiiiiffffftitititititititititititititiiinnnnnngnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn fffrorororororororororororororrorororrorororrroorooroommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm textxtxtxtxt cccccccapapapapapapapptutututututut ring
zinggggggggggg aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndnndndndndndndndnd ttttttranssssssspopopopopopopoortrtrtrtrttrtaataa ion

vegetaaaaablblblblblblblesesesesesese  and f
ost JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJapaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa anes
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Note: Award 1 mark only when both points are mentioned

*Excess denied

19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the fine art of hosting a 
Japanese meal.

Use only information from paragraphs 3 to 4.

Your summary must be in continuous writing (not note form).
It must not be longer than 80 words (not counting the words given to help you 
begin).

The fine art of hosting a Japanese meal starts with … 

From text Paraphrased 

1 before each diner is an array of 
small individual servings
painstakingly (required, DNA if 
missing) prepared by the chef

A variety of food is meticulously 
made in single portions by the 
chef and

2 ...each a work of art framed in its 
own exquisite receptacle

each dish, as delicate as a piece 
of art, is placed in its beautifully-
detailed container.

3 Plates of all possible geometric 
shapes – square, rectangular, 
crescent- or fan-shaped – in many 
colours, sizes, and textures
decorate the table. Not all are 
porcelain – slabs of wood, baskets, 
even chestnut husks can hold food

Different types - shapes, colours, 
sizes, textures and materials- of 
plates are also used.

4 The Japanese care about the 
ambience (DNA if spelt wrongly) as 
much as the food. 

Another element is the 
atmosphere in which they dine in.

5 Artistry is not limited to the table 
arrangements, outdoor gardens, or 
exterior and interior architecture of 
the venue and main rooms. In the 
washrooms...

Hosts ensure that not just the 
main dining area is tastefully 
decorated, but every peripheral 
aspect, ranging from the table 
set-up, the outdoor gardens, the 

aneeesesesesesese ccccccaara e ab
(DN

rtions

each ddddddddisisisisisisisisisisisisisisssssssssssssshh,h,h,hh,h,hh,h,hhhh,hhh,h,hhhh,h,h,hh,h,h,h,,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,h,,,,,,,, aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaassssssssssssssssssssssss dedddddd licacacacacacatetetetetete aaaaaassssss a piec
ofofoooooofooooooooooff aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaartrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrtrttttrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttrtrtrtrtrtrtttrttttrttttrtrttrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtttttrtttrtrtrtrrtrtttrrttrttttttt,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, isisiisiiisiisisiisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisssississssssssis pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppplalalallalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalalaaaaaaaaaaaaccccccececececececccccccccecccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc d ddddd in iiiiiitstststststs bbbbbbeaeeee utifully
dedededeeeededeeededededeeeedddd tailillllllillededdededededdedeeedededeeddededddddedededededededdeddedededededededededededededddededededededddededdededdddededededdeddeeddededdeededededdedddedeedddddddddeddd cccccccccccccccccccccccooooooooonoooooo tatatatatatainininnnner.

f all posssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssibibbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbleleleleleleleleleeeeleleleeleeleeeleeeeleeellll ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggeometric 
apes ––––––  sqsqsqsqsqsqsssqsqsqsqsqqsqsqqsqqquauauuuuuuuuuuuu re, rererererereeereeereeeereeereeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeectctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctctccttcttttttttcttttttttttctctc ananannnnnannanannannnnnnannnnnnnnnnguguguguguguguguguguguguuguguguguuguuguggggggggggggggggggggggg lalalalaalalalaaalalalalalalalallalallallaaaaaaaaaaaaaar,r,r,r,r,rr,r,r,r,r,rrrrr,rr,rrrr,r,r,rrr,rrr,,,

cresee ceeeeeentntntntntntnttnntntntntntntntntntntnttnttntnttnnnntttnntnttttttt- or ffffffffffffffffffananananannanananananannna -shshhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhapapapapapapapapapapapaapaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa ed –––––––––––––––––––––––––– iniininininnininnnininniinininininnnnnnn mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmanananananananananannanananannannannannananaaananananannnanannnanaanaanaaaannnny y y y y y yy yyyyyyyyyyy yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
coooooooooooooolololololooolooooooooloolollllll ururrrurrururururrururrrrrrurrrrruururrruuurrurrurrrsssss,, sissssssss zes, anananananananananananananna ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd tetettttttttttttttttttttttttttttetettteteeeetetettttt xturresesesesesesssesesesssesesssss
decococoooocooooooooraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatettetetetetetttetetetetetttetttetetete ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehehehehehehhheheeheheheheheheheheheheheheeheehhhhhhhhhhhh ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttababbababababababababababbababbababababbbabababbbbbabababbaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa lelelllllelllllelellele. NoNoNoNoNoNoNoNooNoNoNooNoNoNoNoNoNoooooooooooNoNooooooNooNooooNoNooNooNooNNNNooNN t t tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt alaaalaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa llllll arararararararararaaaarrarrarararaaaaaaa eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

rcelelelelelelelelelelelelelelaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiiaa nnnnnnnnnnnn – slabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbs s s s s s sss ss  sssssss sssssss ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofffofofooofofoofooofooffffofffffooooofffofofo wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooddddddd,dddddddddddddddddddddddddd  basasasssskekekekekeketstststststs, 
n cheheheheheheheeheheheheheheehehehehehhhehhheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeststststststststststnunununununununununuuuunununnuunnunununuuuuut ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt uhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhuhhuhuhhuhuhhuhuhhhhuhuhhhuhuhuhuhuhuhhhuhhhhuhhuuuuuuuhuuuuuuusksksskkskskskskskskskskskskkskskskkskkskskskkkskskskkkkskkskskskskssskskssssskkskkkkkksss sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss can hohohohohoholdldldlddld ffffffood

DiDiiDiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffferererererererererererrererererererrererrererererrreeeeeeeee eeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee t types - shshshshhshapapapapapapes, c
sisisisisisisisisisssisisisisissisissssssssssssssssssssssssisiss zezezezzezezezezezezezezezezezezzezezzzezzzezzzzezzzzezezzezeezzzezzz s,sssssssss,s,ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttexturerererereres s s s ss anananananannd m
ppppplpppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp ates aaaaaarererererere aaaaaaalso u

A
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architecture of the location, and 
even the washrooms, is well-
considered.

6 the graciousness of service... Hospitable service is ensured

7 attention to guests and guests’ needs are well 
attended to.

8 (ingredients) are not only fresh
(NOTE: ‘vegetables in the grocery 
stores/ supermarkets are very fresh’ 

question (what’s that go to do with
the fine art?)

Lastly, only the freshest,

9 but also of perfect appearance, 
shape, and size.

and flawless ingredients are 
used.

Content – 1 mark for each correct point, up to 8 marks
Language (refer to rubrics on ‘Summary Style Descriptors’) – up to 7 marks

Minus 1 mark if no word count is given.

Summary

The fine art of hosting a Japanese meal starts with a variety of food that is 
meticulously made in single portions1 and each dish is delicately placed in 
its beautifully-detailed container2. Different types of plates, ranging from 
shapes, colours, sizes, textures and materials, are also used3. Another 
element is the atmosphere in which they dine in4. Hosts ensure that the main 
dining area as well as the peripheral aspects are tastefully decorated5.
Hospital service is ensured6 and guests’ needs are well attended to7. Lastly, 
only the freshest8 and the most flawless ingredients are being used9. 

(77 words for 8 points)

[15]

s

arance, ananananananananananananananananananananananananananananananaananaanaaaanaananaaaaaaaanaaanaaaananaaannananannanannaannanananannnnananannnnnnnnnannnnnnnnnndddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd flflflflflflfflfflflfflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflflfllflawawaawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawawwwwwwwleleleleleleleeelelelelelleelelleleeelelleleeleelleeleeeleeeeeeeeeeeeeleeleelellleeelleeeelleeeelleeeeeeeeeesssssssssssss  inggggggrerererereredidididididieneeeee ts are 
ussusususususususususuuususussssssssususuusuususssusssssusuuuusssususuusuuusuuususssssssssssssssededdededededededededededededededededededdedededdeddededdededeedddedededededdededededededededeedededededededdededededddededededddeddeededddddedededeeeeedeeedededdedededeeedddeedeedddedeeeddddeededddddddeddd.....................................

nt – 1 maaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarkrkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffforororororororororoorooroorooroororoooroooroororoooooooroooroororrrrrrrrr each h correcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccct ppop int, uuuuuuuuuuup p ppppp ppppppppppppppp p ppppppp p p ppppppppp totototototototototototootototoototootootooootootttttttttttttt 8888888888888888888888888888 marks
Languauaaaaaaaauaaaaaaaagegegegegegeeggeggeggeggggegeggggegegegegegege ((((((((((((((rer fer r rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr totototototototototttotototototoototootootoooooooooooooooooooooo rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrubububububububbubububbubbbbubbbubbubbbubbubububuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu riririririririririrririririririrririririrririrrirrirririrrrirriririiriiiiiicscscscscscscssscscscscscscssscssscsscsccccccccc ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooon n nn nnnnnnnnnnnnnn ‘S‘S‘S‘S‘S‘S‘S‘S‘SSSS‘S‘S‘S‘S‘S‘SS‘S‘SSSS‘S‘S‘‘‘‘‘‘‘SSSSSSSSSSumumuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu mamaamamaaaaaaaamaaamaaaaamamaaaaaaaaaaamaaaaaaammmmmm ryryryryryrryrryrryryryryrryrrryryryryryryrryryryrryryryryryryryryyryyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSStytytytytytytytytytyttytytytytytytyttytytytyyytytytytttttttyyyylelelelelellellelelelleleleleleleleeleeleeeeeeeeeeeeleeeeeleeeleelelelelelelllellleleeeelelelellele DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDescripppppptototototototorsrsrsrsrsrs’)’)’)’)’)’) ––––––– up t

MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnusususussussssusussssususssssssssssussssssssssssssss 1 marararararararararararararararaararaararark kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ifffffffffffffff nnoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo wordddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccououoouououououououuouuuououuuuououuuuouououuuououuouuuuuouououuouuuououuuuouuouuoouuuuuououuouoo ntntntntntntnttnttntntntntntntntntttnttntntntntntntntntntntntntntttttttttttttttttttttttt iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiissss s sssss s s ssssssss ssssssss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ggigggigiigigigigiggigigigiiigigigggggigigigiggiigggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg vvevevevevevevevevevevevvevevevveveveveevvevevevevevveveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeen.

Summmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ararararrarrrrrarararrarararararararyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

finnnnnnnnnnnnne e eeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee araraaarararararararaaarararararararararartt tttttttttttttttt of hosososososostitititititingngngngngng a Japff
culouslylylylylyly mmmmmmadadadadadade in s

autiiiiiiifufufufufufulllllllllllly-deta
colou
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